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I. Cor: IV. 10. -We are fools for Chriſt's "_ but nch we 3 
1 — 2 
11. Even unto this preſent we and are 
4 feted, and have no certain dwelling | is ad are uk 
132. And labour, wank wich our hands: being revied, we lien; being perſecuted] 
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In a Letter to Mr. George Meldrun Profeſſor of Theology in the 4 I | 
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II ſurpriz'd to ſee the Eftcem: you ſeem to have of thePamphs., 
WO | R. | 
c. So as in the 2d. Page of your Defence to refer to it, az, Vindicat- 


: ing ſufficiently what hath been ſaid againſt the Toleration deſireg. 
Aud in the 30. Page you ſay, Ther which orbers.objeft anent Baptiſ 


and the Lords Supper is. ſufficiently anſwered by. the Gentlemaus Let- 
ter and the Remgrki upon the Caſe, And P. 23. 41 0 the Controm: . 

verſy about Prelacy, and the Original and In ſfitut ion there; bam in- 
cancludent the Arguments from the Old Teſtament, and tbe Order ef 

Prieſte, er ube Apoſt les office in the New T 22 or the, laſlanetr 
f Timothy and Titus, and the Angels. of 21 


-  ſalidiy, by the Author of the Remarks on tbe Caſe Ge. 
Ile Remarks. are feputed, by ſuch unbyaſs'd Perſons as have 


lockt into them, ſo Scurrilos à Pamphlet, wherein the Auther 


diſcovers ſo much of disingenuity, fal ſehood, ignorance, ſhMing, - 
and impudent and unſeemly railing and banter, that l was petſwaded 
they would meet with no regard but from the. Mob ot the party, . 
whom nothing pleaſes fo much as bold evil ings of others, and con- 
fident aſſertions. tho backt with nothing of Truth or reaſon: . And 
therefore 1 judg'd it as incongruons to give any reply to chem, as far 

2 ſober man to anſwer the Kevilings of a Scold, who attacks him 
with ber Tongue upon the Streets, to whom the moſt prudent temun 
is ſilently to paſs by, and to take no notice of them. But when 1 
perceived, that you thought fit to give reputz tion to the Remarks, - 
and to vouch their Authority, I judg'd it would not be impertigent 
calmly to expoſtulate with n them, and to confider it ihey 


Ee i 
22 al = 4 7 
E 2 ey 


+; let called the Remarks. upon the Caſe of the Epiſcopat Clergy, + : 


Seven Churcbes; ares. 
bath, you ſay,.been eſten evidenced and briefly, the very clearly and”, 
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„on his fide, or at leaſt that he judged ſo; but when the contraty is ſo 
= , manifelt,they look like one that reſolves to our-face the Sun and to 
Did open defiance to the world to prove there is Light, when the 
3 oy bogged CCC * 
'- FBefore 1 touch the particulars about which you refer to him, give 
mie leave to mention ſome groſs miſtakes, which if they proceed 5 
"from want of Capacity, or of Candour and ingenuity, I leave you 
to determine. EST. $1543 O19 5 89855 N N aL 4 17.97 0 Cs i 2 | 
__ »*Oneof his Arts is to paſs over all that is material in 2 Paragraph, 
Aid to nibble ar ſome words, and that he may make them ſeem ab- 
fur, he foxces on them his own Interpretation, without regarding 
title ſcope and ſeries of the Diſcourſe, Which would ſerve aboundant: 
Ito clear them. Of this his frſt Remark is a pal pable inſtance, © 
In the 47h. Page of che Co/e it is ſaid; That aur Lord us'd no Method 
' of Conftraint to draw men in to be hu Diſciples, nor yet do hold them - 


- 


wuben rthey mere bis Diſciples, When many left him becauſe of ſome \ 


I opened the Door to let the Theelue go too, 
„lee me? And their Fay” with bim wit from a free and willing 
chice, To whom ſheu!d we go, for thou buff the words of Eternal 
Ui No all the Remarker does is to cateh at the Phraſe -he o- 
pegned the door to ſet the twelve go too & to make the meaning to be; 
d. that be took off all obligation upon them to flay, and made it Lawful ſor 
-— = FZthem1oleave bin; whereas any body may ſee the meaning to be, 
1 that he would not fo much as conftrain the twelve to ſtay with himaf | 
it was not their free and willingChoice.Tho;jit may be, a repreſentati- 


on to the * of theSanbedrim, againſt thoſe who left him would 
have met with little regard, yet he could have called for fire to come 
don from bea ven to conſume theſe who had left him, and thereby 
bolted the door to keepin the twelve: and ſo the ſenſe of the expreſſion 
may, eaſily be found without the Remarkers unreaſonable interpretation. 
_ Whither this his firſt Remark then procedeg from want of ſenſe or in- 
ER nr „FCC be ae IS 
| Sa og | 5 5 | 4 
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Office, nor eſtabliſhed a per 


- "ſenſe and diſcretion w 


n 5 2 w — 7 — — 5 . : 
= » 4 3 * . — = — * * * 1 
* a : þ 
4 - R 4 = 
U e 92. ” _ — - * * o 
® © . v . 8 . % : N * = 4 
— „ 2 * ; — 5 ; — 
- % - © 1 2 : - » __ * * : 
4 4 ” , g , 
* | 31 : Se 4 CES. 
* — _ — h 1 4 
* 4 - '\w 
s e — ” 4 AS > +\ 
| | 1 85 * 8 | 
4 . med” . 
% . — y N * . 
— -- hy F 


＋ 


% 


.* 2 The'ſecand Remark is ble reds be 1323 In the 5 th page © 
| {aid Feſus Chriſt that all his 
Church throughout all Nations ſhould be one; and theRefemblances 
made uſe of in the holy Scriptures of one City and one Living Body © © © 
peing adduc'd, it was aid that no particularfireet or precintt mut 
make the Terms, either of enjoy ing che priviledges of the City, or tf 
beating particular offices in it, narrower or other than che maſtet build. 
det himfelf has made them.” And that the Unity of his Church 


of the C/o it is laid, chat ĩt was the will o 


is not like that of a heap of Stones, thrown together by force, but as 


lively Stones built up into a ſpiritual houſe by the Cement of Lore 

And Charity ; nor like that of à Skeleton, only faſtened together b 
_ wires,” but as à living body animated with a living Spirit, {peaking 
che Truth in Love, and receiving all its influences from che head & c. 


Nov to the Epiſcopal Clergy, the practice of the Presbyterian build 
ers ſeems contrary to both theſe, they require other terms for enjoy · 


ing the priviledges of Chriſtian Society, and for bearing office in it, 
than Teſt 


s Chrift required, as ſhall: hereafter be made appear in this 
paper; and they lay the great fireſs of holding up the body of a 
Church upoo the outward wires and weights;-as appeais: from the 


Repreſentation of the Commiſſion of rhe General Aſſembly to the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament. Tour Friend the Remarker paſſes over all 
this, and carps only at another Reaſoning drawn from the ſame fi. 


militudes P. 6. of the Caſe, aud founded on the Holy Sctiptures; | 


That our Lord in the 6 his Body, has not given alł the ſame 
Patity among the Builders, but 


made ſome A poſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors & | 


Teachers ac, TheRemarker ſays, This is to aſſert what none will dene 
Nie grants there is an Imparity among the office bearers” of different 
Kinds, the extraordinary & the ordinary, & of the laſt the Paſtor has 
pPlwace and Dignity above the ruling Elder, and both above the 
Peacon; and as every Paſtor is ſubject to his bretheren, ſo rhe leſſer 


©Judicatories-of the Church are ſubject to the greater in a comely 
forder; but that it is as unſcriptural to introduce an impatity among 


Office bearers of the ſatme Kind, ſuch as the Minifiers of the Word  - 


and Sacraments, as an inequality between members of the ſame kind 
ein the Natural Body 1 pteternatural. And he ſays, thar mien of 
* ſuch jugling and diſingenuous hand 


FF. 1 » * = 
I, N 4-3 ko a 4 
F = 


VV 
| ing; ot matters, as he would have the Writer of the Caſe guilty of. 
Sir, Where the jugling lyes, 1 leave to the Impartial Reader to judge. 


The Argument and teaſoning is 8. Paul's 1. Cor.” 12+ and Eh. 4. 
The Remarker grants an Impatity among Office- hearets of different 


| © Kinds, but not of the ſame rank and dignityz/and-4hat he Paſtor is a» 


| ove the ruling Elder, and both above the Deacon. Now the hiſtory 
Hb the New Teſtament, and primitive rag 1 tells us of three De- 
Fgtees of Office beaters in ihe Church; Biſhops, Presbyters, and 
- © Deacons, and all of them conſecrated to the ſervice of God and em- 
power d to preach the Goſpel, but nor a ſyllable of the Lay · ruling 
>" _ Elders and Deacons, of which the Remarker ſpeaks, and for the Ju- 


| —  gdicatories of Presbyteries,Synods and Genetal Allemblies and the-ſub- 1 
| —  -x8tion of the one tothe other by Divine right and Inſtiturion, your 
1 Btethren, | hope, are more ingenuous than to pretend a Dieine wa-. 


6 rand for it. And that lmparity and Subordination even among Office 
| _._- bearers of the ſame kind is not ſo uo ſeri ptural, as the Remarker would 
_—_— have it, appears from 1. . 24. Ezra. 8. Numb. 35 WO" 8 . 

Fray, Sw, upon what ground does the Remarker in his J. Rem. 
+ accuſe the Authot of the Ce of Charging: F. 7. the Reformed 

: Churches with a Scbiſm, and that a Lanentable one. © For inthe laſt 
F. of that page of che Coſe, after it Is ſaid ¶ that as the Church had 
chis Government, (viz. by Biſhops, and Presby ters and Deacons) in 
tte dimes Which were pureſt tor Religion, ſo it continued to be the 
SGobernment of the Church for 1500 years. ) it is added | after which 
time chat Lamentable Schiſm happening that hath miſerably divided 
tue weſteren parts of the Catholick Church; the Proteftants did not 
wirhout-reaſon, lay the blame oſit upon the Church of Rome their 
- impoſing Conditions of Communion, which were not fequired by the 
primitive Church, nor inſtituted by Chriſt or his g poliles&c.] Where 
does the Author charge the Reformers with the Schiſm f Is there any 


— 


* 
- 2 
= 


Church The Proteſtants: affix the Guilt of it upon the Church of 
Rome, the Author of the Caſe ſays they had reaſon ſo to do, and 
whar'ſhadow of pretence is there for this wilful Calumny, that he 

charges the:Reformed Churches with it? 

And what do you think ot his Sincerity in affirming with ſach an 
Air of Confidence Rem, 8. that the Superintendents. were never iow 
e Sang T noure 
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- Proteftant who will ſay there is not a Lamentable Schiſm. in the | 


21 
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38 cy from the Records of the Aſſemblies, but even, ftom 
on of the General Afſembly,” having fit all the time of this laſt S-eſfi 
on of Parliament to advert (as they ſay in their Repreſentation )-10 


yrevian Hltorians, particularly Mr. Pers ie. The Commilſi» 
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2 noured to beiModerators of the Aflembly, when the contrary is fo WO. 


de intereſt] of the Church on every occaſion; This made people 
_ tink chat ro-publicks.papers of this Nature came abroad without | 


their allowance bur chis, in my opinion, is a prefumption to the Con- 


trary, tho one would think che Brethren were coneern d both in Con- 
ſcience and Honour not to recommend Pamphlets wherein ſuch 


palpable untruths were ad vanced with ſuch an Air ef Confidence, -  _ 


And where Sir, is the impudent malice which p. 7. he Charges 


tt Author of the Cafe with, for ſay ing that the Presbyterian Mini- 


of tte publick Devotions is the preſeat general practice. 


Li 


ſtets have thrown'the Lords Prejertonr of their publick Devotions? - 


Is ir, becauſe they have not made an expreſs Act of the Gen. Aſſ. fot - 


bidding the uſe of it, and becauſe the uſe of it is recommended in the 
Ditectöry ? Lou know better than I, that the Diretlory is not a part 
ol your pre ſent eſtabliſiment, that the Directory was never recom- 


mendled ina General Aſſembly ſince the Revolution, nor any bady 
blam d for not obſerving the rules of it; that not it, but the preſent 
pralfice, is now appoimed to be the rule of uniformity of worſbip a- 
mong the Fresbyterians; that the keeping the Lord's Prayer out 


I would gladly kao when it was heard from a Presby terian Mini- 


ſter's mouth, in Edinburgb, Dundee, Aberdeen, Glyſgow; or any o- 
ther remarkable Town in Scotland; Or if it bas ever been recom- 


mended by Ptesbytery, Sy nod, or Gen: Aſſ: ſince the Revolution: 


Or the Miniſters blam d by the Aff: for not uſing it; Vea ſome re- 
ceived among you were blamed by their Brethren, for continuing the 


Ute of it for ſome time, and that upon the point of Unifotmity, ſo 
that they were conſtrained to leave it off. This is a Variation from 


the former practice of rhe Presbyterians: For when the leading Re- 
monſtratots in the Weſt of Scotland begin to diſuſe it, the Gen: Aſſ. 
. wrote a Letter charging them with Innovation, and intteating then 


to return to 2 better Mind. And with what Rea fon, pray, does the 


Remarker ſpeak of it as 4 falſe In ſiuuatian, that the Presbyteriaur 
. pretend it # unwarrantable te e that Form,fince they declare them- 
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3 © - © ro diſprove the Watrant far it, (boaſting p. 8. that the Author of 


tte cc thought fit to take no notice of u):aying'**diican no more 
4 - ©-#betvinced' chat we are commanded to uſe theſe words preciſely, 
- -+-when we ptay, from that of Luke, When: ye pray, ſay Our Father, 
ec. than nie can evince that Miniſters are commanded always, v hen 
AItthey Preach, to ſay The 'Kingdom'of Heauenis at hund, in ex preſs 
.___ -.-<cerms; from that of Matthew): And u je go, preach; ſaying, the; 
__ © kingdom of Heaven'is at hand. The Diſparity here is very gte: 


| - _.Qur Lord fends his Apoliles;; and after that, his Seventy Diſci+ = 


_ = _  - pleso prepare the way before him, to call the Fews to Repentance, 
And to tell them the Kingdom of God was at hand. This was ro be 
te ſubjeſt of their Freaching. This was alſo the ſubject of the 
_ - Preaching of hi the Baptiſt, and ot our Cord himſel f: Repent, for: 
„„ res jon of Heaven 5s at hand. The kingdom of God, the Preach-! 
ing ot the Goſpel by God manifeſted in the Fleſh was come unio! 
them; and therefore in one Senſe it was ee their Muſton at 
. - © - that time; but after his Reſurrettion, He bids them G0 teach all, 
Mations, teaching them, ſays He, to obſerve all things whatſoever: 
A {| have commanided you, 8. Marth. xxviti. 20% find wherevet they; - 
went to-preach e Gospel. they had reaſon alſo to make this tne 
liudject of their Preaching, that the Kingdom af God was come unto 
them. But as to this Form of Prayer, His Diſciples deſired he ten, 


g 


y 


'* . teach ibem io pray, as Fobn alfo tanghr hir Difciples , and He ſaid un- 
a 2 10 them,” When ye pray, ay, Our Fut her, Nc. 8. Luke XI. Again in 


q | - His Sermon on the Mount, S. Marth. vi. when he forbids them 7o | 


uſe vain Repetitions as the Heathen de, who. think they ſhall. be bear! 
For their much ſpeaking, He again teaches them the ſame Prayer. The 


, 
| | -  Presbyterians grant that it is the moſt perfect form of prayer, that it 
is the moſt perfect pattern of all Prayets, and this proves to a de- 
mmonſtration that it ought to be uſed; being the moſi Excellent 
1 And Divine Prayer: ought we not to ſay it ? becauſe Chriſt put it ia 


out mourhs, becauſe it is the marrow and abſtract of all other Pray 


4 5 5 | * : ers: becauſe we need ed it to redreſs the imper fections of all our other 5 


pra ers, becauſe of its univerſality as to all purpoſes, petſons, 
*- _ rimes and places; becauſe it is ſaid by all the Churches in the 
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|| this i$ a more becoming aniſermitry than for the Scors Presbyteriane ffi 1 


fore ide Synod of Dart? He uſered in his Fareneſfn thüs : | Decre. 


ſcript to the Caſe, that our Saviours commanding us to Say, Ou, 


to Canton themſelves into Sect, aud to make this d:formity a"pecu- | 
_ (liar bes and ee Ty: -'wheteby to diftinguiſh them“ __ 
_ ſelves trom all other Chiiſtians.in the World. What do you think 
of che manner of Abr. Scultet as his Prayer, when he preached be- 


tum mihi e & im reſolved to ſtir up our Minds to the eatneſt pro 
_ *feeution- of thishaly work wach we ate going about, which that ie 
may be profitably done, we will implore the Grace of our Heavenn 

Iy Father in thoſe words which his well beloved Son our only Saviour 
Has ſaid before us; Our Father: & cr What will your Brethren a 

to chis example of bidding prayer, before à Synod of ſuch Orthodo r 

and \unexceprionable: Divinès ? muſt the Preacher and all 'theRe& - 
verend Sy nodiſts paſs for Punies in Divinity, or meet Babes in Re? 
ligion, whom God had nor favbured with the Spitit of ptayer. Sir. 

ou know how earneſtly S. Cyprianrecommends the uſe of the Lords 
Pravier, biiSexin.: de Orat. Dom. Que enim mag is ſpiritgalys puteſt eſſe 

Oratio, quam que. aChrifto nobis data eft For What moreSpirituaFprayer = 

can there be, laith he,than that which is given us by Chriſt} by whom 

*21ſo the holy Spirit is ſent us? What more true prayer to the Father 
tthan that which is pronounced from his mouth by the Son, who ig 

ti the Truth? So that to pray otherwiſe than he taught, is not only 
iigdorance, but a Sin, fince he has declared and ſaid - Lee feed the 
Commandment of God, that ye may eſtabliſh your owh Tradtti on. Let 
eus pray therefore, heloved brethren, as God our Maſter hath taught  _ "| 
uus. It is a friendly and familiar Prayer to askGod in his own words, 
and to make Chriſts Prayer aſcend into his Eits. Let the Father 
heat his- own Sons words when we pray to him. He who dwels in- 
vardly in our hearts, let him be alſo iu our Voice: And ſeeing we 
thave him an Advocat with the Father for out Sins; Let us do it in 
the words of our Ad vocat. For, ſince he ſays, whatſoever ye ae 
the Fathet in my Name, it ſhall be given you: how much more ef. 
_ *feQualy'ſhall-we obtain what we ask in the name of Chriſt} if we # 
ask it by his Prayer, }Thus tar S. Gprian; It was ſaid in the Poſts : 


| Father Cc. ſeemed to be as good a warrant for the uſe of chat Di- 1 
vine form of Prayer, as David and other Holy men their penaing . © 
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oa | "ut Orationem ab i/lo compaſitam, & nobis ad dicendum treditam,; dice- 


ö 5 - . teaching the vocation. of the Gentiles, I/. 66. 21. 
'- »  "obem for\" Prieſts and for Levites faith the Lord. That the Priefis 
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Aud hole only. To this the remarker gives no Reply. Quid admifie 
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in nes Demi nus Frſus ( Jaith Or. Forbes in his Irenic. Lib. . f. 22.) 


tet refugiamm? what evil hath our Lord / done us, that we 
mug do ſay the Prayer compoſed by him; & recommended to be ſaid 


„dy us The Fresby teriaus grant it to be the beſt Pattetr, but we want 


| 10 know, in what ſenſe they uſe it as a Pattern in their general . | 


practice. To M5 


1 


1 


1 "mY | 1 18 \ "1.1 1 185 5 5 > 74 a er 
da come to conſider the eee vou commend the 


Bennie, Lon {ay ch Auer; rbem baz very clearly. and 4 
. evidenced hom inconcludent: the | Arguments ate for Prelacy and ib 


Origine! and Inftu ati an thereof, which are brougbr ſrom the Old Teſs 


3% : tamen and the Order wary; or the Apoſtles” Offite in the New 


Teftament, or Abe Inflances of Timothy and Titus, and ibe Angels of 

% ͤ ET OL INNonnT” To oo LT 

Als the Ceſe, p- 6. J. it is faid That fo faras Divine Records go, 
At is evident that tere was an Imparity of Office bearers in the 


| | by .* _  *Churchof God. That it was ſo-underthe Old Teſtament cannot be 
. -  denyed.,| That our Saviour inſtituted a difference of Offices in his 


Church & not a Parity, is evident from theGoſpel &c.Now the Re- 
marker ſays: nothing as to the Argument from lmparicy under the 
Py Old Teſtament, and from our Saviours. own practice under the New; 

Wich makes me think it the more ſtrange jou ſhould fay, he had 
pery clearly and ſolidly erinced how inconcludent it is, Ver the 


Aigumem from both deſerves ſome: Conſideration. The former part 


pk it is indeed vety clearly and ſolidly enforced by the Rerelend 5 
_ . * drchbiſhop Upber in his Original of: Biſbops: where he ſhews that the 
© Government: of the Church in the Old Teſtament was committed to 


Pn 7 the Prieſts and Levites, unto: whom the Miniſters of the Ney o 


po ſucced in like ſort as gur Lords day hath done unto, their Sab- 


dab; that it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by the'Prophet 


w1ll. take of 


were ſuperiour 0 the Levites no man doubteth; and that there was 


not à Parity either betwixt the Prieſts or betwixt the Levites them- 


neee, eee ee iv made 
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the Heads and Rulers both ot the one and of the other: 1, Cron. 1Yf 
24. 6, 31. and Ezre. 8. 29. Numb, 3. 24, 30, 32, 35. The l. 
vites were difttibuted into three Families, and over each of chem 9 
God appointed a Ruler. The Prieſts were divided imo four and 
twent urſes, 1 Chron. 24. who likewiſe had their heads, who 
inthe Hiſtory of the New Teſtament are. ordinarly called the chief 
FPriefts, Marb. 2, 4. and 27. K. and clearly diſtinguiſhed from that 
ſingular. one, who was the Type of out Great high Prieft, that is 
Palſed into the Heavens, Feſus the Son of God, (Heb. 4. 14.) Yea 
in the XL. of Nebemiah there are two named Biſhops, the one of 
die Prieſts, the other of the Levites, that dwelt in Feruſalem, Fer. 
ſe. 14, and 24. And the Hebrew word of the ſame Original in the 
Old Testament .( P/al. 109. 8, is rendred- by the Greek. menen 
in the New ( AZ. 1. 20.) Of Levi it was ſaid by Moſes the Man of 
Vod ( Deut. 33, 10.) They ſhall teach Facob thy Judgement and 
Ifrael thy Lat they ſball put incenſe before thee, and tobole brunt 
ſacrifice, upon thine Agar. Now the former part of their Office 
was nor Typical, but Gill to be continued in the Church of God, 
yea and the latter part alſo, tho in ſo far as it was Typical it 
ceaſed with them, (the truth prefigured thereby being ex- 
| hibitedy yet in one Spiritual ſenſe( in ſo ſar as the incenſe and Sacri- . | 
'| —  fice of the peoples joynt Prayers and Praiſes were to be offered up ß 
unto God by his Minifters through Jeſus Chriſt our high Prieſt} ) 
. this part of their Office was likewiſe. to be perpecual in the Church. | 
With. what ſhew of reaſon then can any man imagine that what 
was inſtituted by God in the Law, for meer matter of Government 
and preſervation of good Order (without reſpect of Type or Cere- 
2 p ſhould now he rejected in the Goſpel as a Device of Anti- 
In? « wt ** "4 In ; : 
5 Now pray, Sir, conſider. impartially (without ſtudying to pieafe 
the humour of a party) this reaſoning of ſa learned and pious a Man, 
and ſee if your Friend has cleatly and ſolidly evincd how incon- 
cludert it is. . Remember the matter in debate among us is not, whe- 
ther the Offices of Biſhops and Presby ters be diſtin Orders, or dif- 
ferent degrees of the ſame Order, as you would ſeem to infinuite p. 
be 23 of your Vindication,” and the Remerker likewiſe, for that is who 
| ly befide the purpoſe, and toſſed only among the Schoolmen headed "> 
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5 1 8 1785 «a 10 MEL rn ted TW nn 
„ ſhe ſame names were at firſt 8 05 both (as you will grant ac- 
1 cotding to your ſcheme of Government, that the name Prerbyter or 
Elder was at firſt common both to Preaching Paſtors, and to un- 
{ _- preaching Lay Elders; but now you have apptopriateq the name of 
BY —. #lders only tothe laſt; not if the ſame qualifications were required 
in both, and ia many things the ſame work and duty enjoyned; nor 
is the main queſtion concerning Dioceſan. Biſhops ; but whether an 
Iuparity of Paſtors, a Superiority of ſome Office beaters above preach- 
ing Presby ters, be in theChurch of Chriſt unlawful and Antichriſt ian. 
Por this you know has been now for. theſe many yeats; the diſtinguiſh. 
ing principle of Scots Presby terians, and which they affirm they have 
Iworn in their Solemn Covenants... Now ſuch an Imparity, we ſee, is 
not unlawoful in its own' Nature: it was inſtituted by God himſelt in 
nis Church under the Old Teſtament; it was not meerly Typical; 
LL + their Offices of Teaching Gods Law, and of going before he People 
in pray ing to God, were to be perpetual. God ſpoke by his Prophet : 
cot the Gentiles under the Goſpel, I will rake of them fer Priefls and 
Per Levnes, ſaitbtbe Lord. The Imparſty, we ſee, is is matter of 
_ Government, and for preſe/ vation of good order. People then had 
need to have full evidence that ſuch an Imparity among preaching 
Paſtors in the Church, is'contrary to the Goſpel of Ze/us Chriſt, be- 
fore they Father it upon Antichriſt, and enter into ſolemn Covenants 
fu TURE OO ß Fonds 
Ne it was ſaid in the Caſe p. 6. That it is evident from the 
*Goſpel, that our Saviour inftitured an Impariry among the Paſtors 
= _  *of his Church, He chooſe our among his Diſciples ſeventy to whom 
due gave power to Teach and to Baptize; he chooſe out alſo Twelve 
Apoſtles, and fent them forth to Preach the Kingdom of God, 
| To this the Remayker ſayes nothing. The Twelve were above the 70 
min Priviledges, in Gifts, in the power of their diſpeaſation; in Com- 
miſſion. The 90 were labourers in the work of the Goſpel, thefe 
were Maſter-builders. Philip preached, Converted, and Baptized 
the Samaritans, yet till Peter and Jobn came down and Prayed, and 
laid their Hands on them, they received not che Holy Ghoſt. AZ, 8. 
When one Room fell void among the Twelve by the Treaſon of Zadas, 
it muſt, by the direction of the Spirit of God, be made up by an e- 
Eden out ot the 70. And S8. Paul we ſee who had not been an im- 
81 * . 75 | A I 93 5 me · 


* — 9 Ss * 
- N 1 


mediate witneſs of Chriſt's Life, and Reſurtettion is yet aſterwards 


 afſumed amongſt the Apoſtles. / Now if our Bleſſed Saviour thought 


it ſit to found his Church in an evident Imparity, what reaſon can 


— 


there be to imagine he did not intend ſo to continue it? 


% 
Io ſay this was Exrraerdinary, and not to be obſervedin after ages 


in the Church, is to affirm rhat which the Scripture has not ſaid. 


Do ve think it would have been agteeibleto Gods word if under the 


Old Teſtament, long after Moſes his time, ſome of the Levites and 


certain of the Children of 1/7ae/, ſhould! have gathered. themſelves 
together againſt the Prieſts and ſaid: Yee rake too much upon you? 


The Superiority. that was in Miſes his time was ex17aordinary and 
not to be continued. This attempt we ſee was made in Moſes his 


time. Korab and bis company ſay to Meſes and Aaron, you 14ke too 


much upon jou, ſeeing all the Congregation are boly every one of them. 
and the Lord is among them. Wherefore then lift you up your ſelves . 


5 bob the Congregation 7 the Lord? And Moſes ſaid ro Korah, Hear, 


— 


Petual. 
1 4; ay 25 F 
- 


I pray you; yee Sons of Levi, ſcemetb it a ſmal thing to you that ihe 
God of Iſrael hath ſeparated you from the Congregation of Iſrael 

#0- bring hon near to bimſelf t. do » the ſervice of the” 
Tabernacle, and to ſtand bifore the Congregation to miniſter to them? 
And ſeek ye the Prieſthood a ſo? And what is Aaren that ye murmur 
-ogainſt him > Now cur Lord, while he was upon Earth, having alfo 


made an Imparity-among his Church Officers: and Miniſters, to riſe 


up againſt this, and thruſt ir out of his Church, becauſe all the Le 
,vites are Holy, and out of a pretence that what he did was extraords- © 
ary, and not to be continued, is to write after Korah's Copy. 
Where the Reaſons of a thing remain the inſtitution muſſ remain too, 
There were fomethings in the Office of the Apoſtles extraordinary, 
other things to be perpetual; thro' all ages. To be the Immed iate 


wiitneſſes of his Reſurrection was peculiar to them and to that age. 


But to preach the Goſpel by word and deed, to train up others for 
the ſame Office, to commit it unto Faithful Men, to Ordain them to 


. toorerſee, not the people only, but their immediate Paſtots al- 


lo, and when every one had their work affigned them, then as the 
Porter to watch, was to be perpetual, and to he continued in the 


Church theo? all Ages. For the zeaſons of theſe things ate per- 
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I. the Ce p. 6. it isfaid That aſter aur Lords Aſcenſion che Apo- 
titles continued an Imparity of Office- beaters in his Church. The A- 
4 oſtle Paul ſettled Tas at Epheſus and Titus in Crete to ordain 
we” ders or Paſtors in every City. Now the Remarker denies that theſe 
were ever ſettled in any Church: he ſayes, they were Evangeliſts, and 
4 travelled from Church to Church as the Apoſtles directed them 
F Ren 3.) and chat they were extraordinary Officers. 


As the Apoſtles ordained Elders in exery City, fo they committed 
power to othets, as we ſee to Timothy and Titus to do the like, 
And to charge them What Doctrine to Preach. J. Tim. 1. 3. They gave 
them directions what ſort of men they ſhould ordain to the Sacred 
Office. 1 Tim. 4. Tit. 1. 5. hom tu cenſute them. I. Tim. 5 Now 
we do not read in all theScriptures that they committed this power to 
the particular Presbyters in a City, to urdain other Piesbyaers. - As 
to that of I. Tim. 1. 14. You know Calvin ex pounds it of the Gift of 
Elderſhip conferred upon him by the laying on of hands. And Chr y- 
 FPoftom on the place expreſly affirms that it is not to be underſtood of 
Presby ters, but of Biſhops; for Presbyters, ſaith he, did not ordain 
Timothy. For I. Tim: 1. 46. 8. Paul ſayes, ſtir up the gift of GO] 
tohieh is in thee by the putting on of my Hand. 3 
>To fay that this was an Extraordinery Office, becauſe the Apoſtle 
N calls Timothy an Evangeliſt ( II. Tin. 4. 5. ) is without ground. 
W bat is it to do the work of an Evangeliſt but to preach the Goſ- 
1 pel? and ir ſeems to be a name applyed to all who preached the 
© _ Goſpel. As we find Philip preaching the word of God in Samaria, 
Ac. 8. 5. called an Evangeliſt, AZ. 21. 8. And yet was one of the 
Seven, meaning Deacons, AZ. 6. 5. Now why might not Timot by 
de called an Evangeliſt, preaching the word, being a Biſhop, as Phi- 
lip was for the ſame cauſe named an Evangeliſt, being a Deacon. 
Belides, the Office which is ſaid to have been that of an Evangeliſt 
was to preach and plant the Goſpel where it was not already. But 
| Timothy & Titus were appointed by Paul to order and govern 
: Churches already planted. And the precepts given them dd not re- 
fer to the Temporaty power of Evangel iſis, but have-reſpeR to the per- 
petual power of Biſhops and Overſeers of Churches. Thus Scultttus 4 
member of the Synod of Dort reaſons in his obſervations on the Epiſtle 
to Titus | ac Paulas Epheſi & in Creta * docuerat E 
„ 12 oh & Sh of * ; 12 ait 
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He commands therefore Timothy to abide in Epheſus, and Titus in 


Crete, not as Evangeliſts, but as Rulers of the Church, which appears 


Aal ſo from the Epiſtles writteũ to each of them. For in tbeſe he does 
dnot ſet down the way how to gather a Church, which is the Office 


of Evangeliſts, but how to govern a Church already gathered, which 


* 


| ſettled them. Sr, I doubt not but you will conclude him to be a 


is the Office of a Biſhop. - And all the precepts are ſo ordered, as 


chat they do not refer particularly to Timothy and Tirvs; but gene- 


"ra $00, WA 3 2% ; 1 * 
Bea alſo, in his Notes on I. Tim. 5. 27. ſayes; The Apoſtle, by 
©heſe Canons he preſcribes, d irects how he who preſides in the Col · 
*ledge of Elders, that is of Paſtors and Overſeers af Diſcipline, ſhould 


behave himſelf rowards them. Er 
Io affirm then, That there is no ſhadow of Reaſon for ſaying, that 


Paul ſettled Timothy at Epheſws, and Tits at Crete, to have the pe- 
culiar Overſight of thoſe Churches, is to ſpeak without Reaſon. The 
Directions he gives them, implying · the Duty e a continual Care &x 
Inſpection ot thoſe Chucches. And this doth not hinder, but that be · 
fore, and even ſometimes after, they might have gone to other pla - 
ces to plant and confirm Churches; Theſe things write I unto thee, 
CGith S. Paul, 1. Tim. iii. 14. 15. hoping to come unto thee ſhortly;But 


if I rarry long, that thou mayeſt know how thou oughte(t to behave thy 


Jelf in the houſe of God. As to what the Remarker ſays, that they tra- 


velled from Church to Church as the Apoſtles directed them, (they 
were under the direction of one of the Apoſtles 8. Pau,] and that he 


muſt be a ſtranger to the Bible that knows not they were found as 


frequently in others, as in that, where it is pretended the Apoſtles 


greater ſtranger to the Hiſtory of the Bible, and the Chronology of it, 


who knows not the moſt of all this was before the t me of their being 
ſettled at Epheſus and Crete, and S. Paul his directing his Epiſtles 
to them thither. The learned Gerard, the Lutheran, ſpeaks to better 
purpoſe in Tom. 6. de Minifter. Eccleſ. num. 127. ) In illorum E. 


vangeliſtarum numero c.] Among thoſe Evangeliſts, ſa th he, we 
may reckon Timothy and Titus. - Paul took 


Ls 


2 


aich he, Paul had for ſometime taught both in Epheſus & Cre, 


rally to all Biſhops, and ſo do not at all agree with the temporary 
power of Evangeliſtise. 8 | 


imothy along with 
Aim at Lyſfro, 48. 16, a ſent him into n 
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Ac t, ar. Chrinth, I. Cor, 4. 13. Ie Pknppithil , ToThgt 
a 8 1 1. z at length he is ſettled Biſhop ot the Chureh 
| eſu⸗ 
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>: Tits his fellow-helper; Ik Coy. 8. 25. he ſends to Corimb. 

VI. Cori 12. 18. takes him with him to Jeruſaltm. Gal, 21 1. and at 

Yength ſetiles him Biſhop of the Chutch of OGete. We have alſo the 

Teſſimony ot the Antient Fathers to confirtti'chis Truth. Eſebiu 

Feel. Hit, L. 3. C. 4. tells us, that Timothy was ſetried by Pax, 
 Biſhap in Epbeſar, and Titus was by him ſet ouer the Chur che in Creie, 

rom in Val. Soript. Eccl. C. 10. writes, that Timothy tod or- og 


dd. . . 
| Crete. 


* 


a Biſvep o And in the fourthGenera! Council, at Chileedon, 
LevatiurBiſhop of Magne/ie gave à liſt of 27 Biſhops of Ephe/i4 from 
Trothy kill that time. *S:Chry/oftom in his preface to his Hom. on I. 
Tim. gives this reaſon why S. Paul. wrote only to Timothy and Tiras, 
and gor to Late and Silas, and his other Diſciples and Companion | 
vin. That he had delivered to then the Care and Government of the - 
Church but be took the reſt: ſtill along with him in bis Travels. And 
, off Titus 3. 12. When I ſhall ſend Artemas unto thee or Tychicis, 
be dlligent to come unto me to Nicopolis: for I have determined there 
totintev & He ſays, (What means this, when you have alreadie 
et Him over an Island, and now you call Him back again? A dt 
not this, faith he, that l may remove him from his Office and Mi- 
emiſtry, but that he may return from me bettet fitted and inſtrudqted 
or im And that you may know that he does not call for him, to 
carry him about with him, and be his companion, hear whit follow] s- 
Fot 1 have determined there to Wintef.] And thereafter on V. 13. 
Bring Sena the Lawyer" and Apollo on their cee >. 
He fays: [ To theſe the cate of Church Government was 
.© not as yet committed, but they were only his Companions 
© it! his Travels] 8e that for the Remarker to bid open defiance 


- - to the World (Rem. 3.) co prove that ever the Apoſtle, ſet” 


tled Timothy or ' Tirus in any Church, ſhews only the Vanity of his: 
Temper, and wich what reaſon the Apoſtle cautions the ſaid Timo-- 
th to beware of admitting into the Paſtoral Office, one that i N 


vice (. Tin. 3 6.) us for rhe Poſtſcripts of theſe Epiſtles, no 
4 


thing had been {aid of them in the Ci/e ; and for his. Learned Mr. 


P+ynne I leave him to be -confidered by himſelf; for perhaps the, 
Learning, Reaſon and dicrerion-6F both may be near a kin; and 
Sing 4 | with | 


— — — 


— 


1 cauſe alſaulted by hin 


no-anſwer may have been given him; as being worthy: of none. 
in he Gſ, F. 6. it was Tad tha in Reb. 2. and . to iE 
2 and the reſt of the feyen Churches there werte more than ona 


£< 
£ 


der or :Paſtor in every Church, yet Chriſt dinefts to one that had 


the chief tare of every Church &c. As to this, yous Friends Remark 


has as litt le of cleqrenieſs and folidity as: the former. gu ſayes 
no here, that choſefngels are not to be underſtood « ſingle parſons, 
but as lignifying alcolleare Body. In his 162, Rpiſtle he. ſays ? 


Druinu vore laudatun Angeli 3 omine præpuſit us Eecleſiæ. And as for 


Tatias lie never once mentions the thing, And to his one Perkiusy 


op 


E 
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ohn teachethin the Revelation. Scultetus in his obſervatibns u 


faith: The moſt learned Interpreters inder ſtaud bythe ſeuen 
Angels of the Churches he ſeven Brſhops of thoſe Churrbes, neitber 


cu they do orheriui ſei toithout ſtraining the Text.” Beaa on Rev. 2. 
1. The Angel, ſays he, is the Preſident ¶ Ilesecde] tobo muſt be 
admbniſbeli, and by him his Colleagues and ſo the tohale Church. Rain- 
alde in his conference with Hart C, 8. F. 3. Ihe, ſaith he, in tb 

Churrh of Ephe ſus there were many Presbyters and Paſlors for the 
Aduiniſtration of it, yet there was one who preſided over theſe many, 


tohiam aur Saviour ealls the Angel of theChurch, and to him be writes 


_- theſe:things which the veſt might learn from him. Bullinger in Epiſt. 
ad 


tries teſtify that this Angel, or Paſtor of the Church of Smyrna 
vas Polycarp, who was ordained Biſhop by the Apoſtles. I mean by 
ohn himfelf, and lived in the Miniſtry of that Church 86 years. 
Thus you know very well that the Interpreters generally are not of. 
yout Romar ers opinion, no not 5A himſelf: And the Remorker's 


leftively, becauſe in ſome ſentences there is a Tranfition from the 


ſingulat number 0 ih plural fas; 70 yu and to the reſt in Thyatira 
Smyrus; The Devil will caſt ſome of hon in- 


 &c. Aud to the Angel of | | 
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generality of all Commentators, both Antient and Modern, maybe 
r 5ſiziofotor Bhiod fag 
-op t. Cor. 1. Iicall;faithihe, the : Biſhops Angels, an 
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Smy#n. The heavenly Epiſtle, ſaith he, is ditected to the Angek 
of rhe Church of Smyrna, chat is to the Paſtor Now the Hiſto- 


Argument, that the fingular Term ſhould there be underſtood Col- 
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ud upon the ſubject of Church Government) by the Learned Au- 
thor ol Imparity among Paitors, where he ſhews how our Lord ſayes, 
S. Luke 22. 31. 32, Simon, Simon; Satan hath deſired to haue you 
tbr he may it you as wheat, but I have prayed for thee c. in which 
tere is a Tranfition from the fingular, Simon, to the Plural you z 
and yet the fingular is not to be taken collectively, as ſignify ing a 
multitude of men or Apoſtles, but only one Man, or one Apoſtle, 


— 


chat theſe were not extras | 
Records) but were to continue by ſucceſſion in all Ages, than the 


adverſus bereſes L. 3. C 3. {peaks thus, you know, concerni 


( 


and accordingly; immediatly he ſays to him, I haue prayed for thee 


De. And as ro the Remerkers Queſtiongabout Lighrs and Candle- 


flicks, 1 anſwer one Star, a5 the Apoſtle tells us, differs from ano- 
ther Star in Glory, and 1 Jeſis Chriſt may ſpeak to one Paſtor in 


nate of all che reſt of that Church, he having the Overſight of 
' . gnd being accountable for them. And why they ſhould be addreſſed 


to as one fingle Perſon, is not upon any other principle eaſy ro be 
accounted for. 1 5 r . 8. 
It is ſaid in the Cæſe P. 7. 


ro 


That there cannot be a greater evidence 
inary Officers (mentioned in the Divine 


Practice ot the whole Church, immediatly from the Apoſtles tir 


%here being in every Church ſuch an Order and Imparity ſettled of 
-  *Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacoris, with a due ſubordination to one 


mother, all conſecrated to the ſervice'of God, &c. What greater 
evidence can there be that ſuch an Imparity of Paſtours, as we read 


of, in the Divine Records of the New Tefteament, was not extraordi- 
- nary, than that it was continued throughout the Catholick Church, 


without interruption from that time downwards? What more 


convincing proof, that the Angels to whom the Epiſtles in the Reve- 
Arion are directed, were the Biſbops of the feven Churches, than the 


writings of the Fathers about theſe times who mention the particu - 
lar Biſhops that governed theſe Churches? For Inſtance Trenexe 


Polycarp Biſhop of Smyrna: *Polycarp, ſaith he, was not only main d 


- *up by the Apoſtles, and converſed with many of thoſe who ſaw our 


Lord, but he was alſo ſettled Biſhop. of the Church which is in 


"Smyrna by the Apofiles in Afie, whom likewiſe I faw in my young- 
er years. For he lived long, and being very old departed this life 
Taftering a glotious-and noble Martyrdom. The Brezbrea of the 
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Church / Smyrna, in their Ele concerning his Martyrdom, ſay ot 
him: Ile was the moſt admirable man in our times, an Apoſtolical 


and Prophetical Doctor and Biſhop of che Catholick Church, Whick 


s in Smyrna. Tertullian in his Book of Preſcriptions againſt Here= 
. iet C. 632. ſaith; That as the Church of _—_— had Polycarp 
- Þlac'd there by Jahn, and the Church of Rome Clement ordained by 
Peter, ſo ibe refit of the Churches al ſo did ſhew'whar Biſhops they 
' *had received, by the appointment of the Apoſtles, to tranſmit the Apo- 
' *ſtolical ſeed anto them. And ſo before him did Irenexs urge a- 
gainſt rhe Hereticks L. 4. adv. Heret. C. 63. the ſucceſſions of Bi- 
1 — unto whom the Apoſtles committed the charge of ihe Church 
in every place. And L. 3. C. 3. We are able, faith be, to num- 
ber thoſe who by the Apoſtles, were ordained Biſhops in theChurches, 
and their Succeſſors unto ourdays. To whom alſo they committed 
: thoſe Churches, and whom they left Sueceſſors, delivering to them 
' *their place of Government { Magiſterii.] But becauſe it would be 
_ " bvery long to'reckon up the Succeſſions of all the Churches. 
The Bleſſed: Apoſtles then, Peter and Paul ] founding the Church 
of Rome, comtmitted the Biſhoprick of that Church ro Linas: Pau 
makes mention of this Linus in his Epiſtles to Tinathy. To him 
A nacletus ſucceeded;ʒ after him Clemens got the Biſhoprick, the third 
after the Apoſtles, who did both ſee the Apoſtles and conferred with 
them. To this Cement, ſuceeded Euariſtutz io Euariſtus, Alexander; 


and thereafter Sixtus is placed the Sixth from the Apoliles; and af- 


ter him Teleſphorus, who alſo gloriouſly ſuffered Martyrdom; and 
' thereafter Hyginus, then Pius, after whom ' Anicetus. And af- 
ter Soter had ſucceeded to Anicetus, now Elarherius poſſeſſeth the 
Biſhoprick, being the twelveth after the Apoſiles &c. Hence you 
ſee how far they are miſtaken ( faith the pious and Learned Dr. 
Forbes in his Irenic. L. 2. C. 12. prop. 11.) who ſay that Ireneus 
. - does not diſtinguiſ Biſhops from ſimple Presbyters, tho' elſe where 
due alſo calls Biſhops Presbyters. Hegeſippus who lived in the 2d. 
Century, next after the firſt Succeſſion of the Apoſtles, and wrote 
the moſt Ant ientEcclefiaſtickHiſtory, as he is cited by Euſebius Lib. a. 
C. 23. of his Church Hiftory, ſheweth that James the Brother of 
our Lord, ſurnamed the Juſt, did govern the Church of Feruſilen 
together with the Apoſtles, yet ſo, (as Clement ot Alexandria, who 
8 | | N Woite 
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wrote ſome twenty years after him, further addeth) as to be choſen 


_ .. the peculiar Biſhop of Feruſalem. After the death of amer the Fuſt, 


Hege ſippus declareth, that Simeon the Son of Cleophas was conſtituted 
- Biſhop, and that the ſaid Simeon, being 120 years of Age, ſuffered a 
_ » glorious Martyrdom about the ſame time that Ignatius ſuffeted, wlio 
. Tucceeded to Euadiur in the Bifhopriek of Antioch, and both ſuffer- 
eld about the tenth year of the Reign of Trajan. In the XIV. year of 
Domitian, about the 95 year of our Lord, S. John wrote his Revelation 
in the Iſle of Patmos, and in it the Epiſtle directed by our Saviour to 
the Angel of the Church of Philadelphia. No longer than twelve 
years after that time, Igaatius when going to his Martyrdom at 
Kome, writeth an Epiſtle to the ſame Church, and therein delivers 
this as the Voice of GOD, rake heed to your Biſhops and to the Prer- 
' bytery; and the Deacons, calling him to witneſs for whom he was 
bound, and for whom he went then into his laſt Martyrdom, that 


be had not this from human Fleſh, (or from the mouth uf men) but 


that the Spirit ſpake it: toit hout the Biſhop do nothing. Again Ierom 
in his Epiſtle to Marcellus ſayes, the Biſhops held the plate of the A- 
pos les. In his preface on Mathew he ſay es, that Mark was the fir .f 
- Biſhop of. Alexandria. And in his Cataldgue of Eccleſiaſtick Writers 


_ ſays, *Mark the Evangeliſt died in the eighth year of Nero and was 


_*uried in Alexandria, Anianur ſucceeding him, Peter and Pau! and 
John the Apoſtles being yet alive, and conſtituting Churches. And in 
the ſame Book he expreſly affirms,” that James was ordained Biſhop of 


_ " Feruſalem and Polycarpof Smyrna by the Apoſiles themſelves. And in 


"the end of his Epiſtle to Euagrius he ſays : And that we may know 
that the Apeſtolicꝶ Traditions are taken from the Old Teſtament, 
that Auron, and his ſons and the Levites were in the Temple, that are 
the Biſhops and Presbyters and Deacons in the Church. wat. - 
No Sir, The Arguments from Scripture-are confirmed by the 
univerſal practice of the primitive Church, from the days of the A- 


pPoſtles. It is evident from the primitive Records of Antiquity, that 


Janes, and Mark, and Timothy and Titus and Linus and Polycarp 
were ſettled Biſhops in Jeruſalem, Alexandria, Epheſus, Crete, Rome, 
And Smyrna reſpettively by the Apoſtles themſelves. And if as Je- 
rem ſayes in his Comm. on the Ep. to Tita; Before that by\the In- 
Mundt of the Devill, contentions fell out among Cluiſtians, and ſome 


{aid 
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was decreed throughout the whole World, that one choſen from a- 


*mong the Presbyters ſhould be ſer over the reſt, to whom the Care. 
*of the whole Church ſhould belong, and that »theteby the ſeeds 
of Schiſms might be taken away. Then certainly this was done in 


the Apoſtles times, and while they were yet alive . as we ſec thoſe 


ſeeds of Schiſm began 10 ſpring in their days, as 8. Paul tells us r. 8 : 
Cor. I. And therefore, as reaſon tells us, that theApoſtles would be care- 


ful to choke it in the bud, ſo we ſee the moſt Ancient Ecclefiaftick 
VVriters and Records, and particularly Zerom himſelf tells us they 

did ſo. It is evident alſo that their Preſidency, was conſtant and per- 
petual, and not temporary or Annual. That the cars of the whole 


hurch, over which they were conſtituted Biſhops, was committed to 


them; that they ordained the Presbyters, and none wete ordained 
without them; that in a Church every Presby ter, ſuch as is now the 
Miniſter of a particular Pariſh, had not this Epiſcopal power, to 


whom both the Care of them, and of the whole Church, was commit- 
ted. Laying aſide then your Friends banter and his vain De 
treating Things and Perſons;which 1 know, you will not take for clear 

and Solid Anfwers; I can ſee nothing offered by the Remar ker, that is 


his bidding open defiances to the World, and his indiſcreet ay 


clear and ſolid, to ſhew how: inconcludent this Reaſoning is. The 
Divine Records ſhew us there was an Inparity and Subordination of 


Paſtors in the Church, ſo far as they go. In the primitive Church we 


ſee the ſame Imparity and Suhordination was ſettled every. where 


without Contradiction. The Apoſtles themſelves had not only a Su- 


periority over the other Paſtors, but they aſſumed others into the 
ſame power with them, committed to them the Care of Particular 


Churches, empowered them to ordain Presbyters, to exerciſe Eccleſi- 


aſtick Jurisdiction aver others, and that in Churches already planted, 
& after they had been their companions for many years, travelling from 


Church toChurch, Our Lord direQts hisEpiſtles totkeAngels of the) Chur 


ches. That there were ſingle & particularperſons.to whom the chief care 


of rhoſeChurches was committed, thete is as great evidence as the na- 
ure of the thing is capable of; particularly chat Polycarp was their 
| | | . | Biſhop 


a 
aid, I am of Paul, and I of Apalis and 1 of Cephas. © Churches were 

governed by the common Council of Presbyters; but after that every 
one reckon'd thoſe. whom he Baptiſed, to be his, and not Chriſts; it 
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. „„ io en 
Biſhop" of Smyrna, whom Ireneus: declares he ſaw in his younger 
years, and that he was ordained Biſhop by the Apoſtles. I would 
very gladly then be inform'd by you, how this Reaſoning is evinced 
co be inconcludent, as you fay, very clearly and ſolidly, by the Au- - 

chor of the Remarks on the Caſe &c. 48 5 

The Remarker page 6. ſayes, That Dr. Stillingfleet gives an ac- 
count of Churches that were governed from the beginning without 
| Biſhops, in his Lenicum. And p. 25. He ſayes, that Dr, Sillingfleet 
*hath, in his Lrenicum, for ever ruined the Pretenfions of Epiſcopacy 
to a Jas dwinum and p. 6. he ſayes, that Dr. Forbes in his Irencum 
- *ſhews that the Church of the Albigenſes never had Biſhops Ec. Sir, 
:Dr.. Forbes, for ought 1 know, ſpeaks nothing there of the Mbieenſs: 
their never having Biſhops. The only remarkable Inftance adduced 
by him, and Dr. Stri/lingfieet too, of a Churches having ſo great an 
economical Defeft (as Dr. Forbescalls it) for a long time, is that of 
Scotland: John Mijor and Fordun affitming they bad no Biſhops till 
- Palladius's coming into Scotland, Anno 439. and that they were go- 


_  . _ werned from the time of their Converſion ann, 163. till then, by Pre- 


Ibyters and Monks. Sir, You know how uncertain the Anriquities of 
our Scots hiſtory are, eſpecially before the time of Fergus the Second, 
"and the coming of Palladius into Scotland, and how late our Hiſtorians 
are, with reſpe& to theſe times; ſo that nothing clear and ſolid can 
be built on that Teſtimony, to confront the Authentick evidences of ſa 
many other Churches, immediately founded by the Apoſtles them- 
 Aelves. And, but that 1 cannot be ſurprized to fee the Remarkers 
confidence in any thing, I ſhould ſtrange to hear him ſay, that Dr. 
Stilling fleet in his Irenicum had for ever ruined the pretenſions'of E- 
Piſcopacy to a j Divinum for you know, Str, that Dr. Srillingfleet in his 
Irenicum, uſes no Arguments againſt the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, 
but thoſe by which he levels againſt the Divine Right of! ere 
or any other particular form of Church Government, as unalterably 
appointed; ſo that it ſeems your Friend is as much againſt the Di- 
vine Right of Presbytery as Epiſcopacy, and therefore P. 37. he will 
needs have the Formula only to require, that it be owned to be the 
only Government of the Church in this Kingdom eſtabliſhed by Law. 
As for Dr. Forbes, his ſenſe of things N be had beſt from his 
_ own Writings, In his Irenicum. Lib. 2. Cap. 12. this is his 2 
So Yo ape | . | 0. 
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Propoſition. By Divine ** reſident and Moderator is neceſſary 1 
to a Sosiety or Colledge of Paſtors, who being cloathed with publick au. [ 
thority, may call the reſt, and with them exerciſe Ecclefiaſtick Judg- | 
ment, ordain Paſtors, Moderate meetings, Viſit Ci Durches, pronounce | 

| femencet, {ce them put in execution, to whom the reſt are bound te = 
b ſubmit, and to obey bim in the Lord, be bebaving (bimſelf aright in his 
ation. His fixth propofirien is, that it # conſonant 19DrwineRight that | 
this ordinary Moderator or Preſident do not abdicat bis Office or be not 41 
removed from it, except for ſome fault, or becauſe of Infirmity. In his | | 
ptooff of his laf} propoſition he ſays: This charge being gives of God, j 
and a part of the Eeclefraſtick Minifferyand all ordinary Eccleſiaſtick 
Minifiry, being accord ing to Divine laſtitution perpetual, and fee- 
ng evcry Biſhop, Presbyter, and Deacon, every one in his own ſtati- 
ion, ought to reckon that, as ſaid to himſelf, which is commanded 
to be ſaid to Archippus: Teke head to the Miniſtery which thou haſt 
Teceived in the Lord, that thou fulfill it. .Celofſ. 4. J. And ſeeing 
the Lord ſays, that No man having put his hand to the Plowgh and 
ooking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God. Luke 9. 62. And ſeeing © 
the continued Prefidency of one worthy perſon tends alſo to prevent 
ambition and ſcdition among Brethren, it is undoubtedly, de /ayes, 
conſonant to the Law of God and Nature, as well as to the kcclefi- 
<a ſtick, that a fit Preſident nether deſert his Station, nor be removed 
rom the exerciſe of his Office. And for the circular whirling a- 
*bout, or annual Tranſlation. of the Moderating power and dignity a- 
mong the brethren, it is, as he ſayes irwly,a late invention, unknown to 
*Antiquity, and deſtirute of any wartand from the HolyScriptures And 
hoy" When affairs are in diſorder, & not yet ſettled, this has been taken 
*up not imperrinently-by ſome, yet in conſtituted and ſettled Churches 
*it ought not to be retained. Ia his expoſition of the 4th. Propoſition be 
fayes: The firſt Polity of the Chriſtian Church was inftituted by Divine 
Authority with ſome ſuchOrderand inequality among the Rulers them- 
*felves, There was ever in the Church trom the beginning of it, a cer- 
*r4in perſonal Authority (which we call Epiſcopal ), haviog power of 
preſidivg over the Society of imple Presby ters; Chrift was thus over 
che Apoſtles not only as Servants, by a Lordly Authority, and as Dii- _ 
ciples by the Authority of a Maſter; but alſo as Fresbyters, | 
and Miaiſters of the word by be. Epiſcopal Authority # for = ji 
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[this dignity and perfection was eminently conſpicuous in that great 
Biſhop of our Souls Hence the Bleſſed Martyr Ignatius, in his Epiſtle = 
do the Tralliant, warns them to be ſubjed to the Biſhop as to Chriſt, 
and to the Society of Precbyters ax the Apoſtles of Chriſt. After our 
Lords Aſcenſion the Apoſtles were Superiors to the reſt e | 
*ers of the word, And Societies multiplying, the nl ade placd 
Particular Biſhops over the Churches, ſeeing they could not be pre- 
{ent with, or aſſiſting to them all. Neither were ſim ple Presby ters 
at any time Supream Rulers in the Church ( except that this per- 
aps after the Apoſtles times might have happened ſome where thro' 
dn œcopomical defect of ſome particular Church) for our Lord did 
; otherwiſe inſtitute the Government of the Church. Neither is 
tthere any Church Government better than that which was in the 
times of Chriſt and of the Apoſtles. FFF 
Sir, I have ferdown this excellent paſſage, boch becauſe he makes a 
more becoming uſe of our Saviour & his Apoſtles their praclice& Inſtitu- 
tion than to ſay it was but temporary & extraordinary, & not to be con- 
tinued in the Church; & for that it gives us a true Idea of the beſt Church 
Government of Chriſts own Inſtitution. Our Lord the great Biſhop and 
Paſtor of our Souls did not only Preach the Kingdom of God himſelf, 
& went about to ſeek and ſave them that were loſt; but alſo, trained. 
up ſome of his Diſciples to go about the ſame Office; and in this he was 
their Maſter & their Teacher; & having fitted them for it, he gave them 
Commiſſion to go and preach the Kingdom of Heaven to others; but 
fill under his Care, InſpeRion and. Authority; and in this he was 
their Bi or Overſeer. So that in their former ſtate they were a 
Colledge of Diſciples and he their Maſter , and in the Latter; a So- 
ciety cr Colledge of Paſtors, and he their Biſbop or Overſeer. Af. 
ter our Lords Aſcenſion, the Apoftles by Authority and Commiſſion. 
from him, and being endued with Power from on High, go and teach 
4 Nations: -and of thoſe that were converted they train up ſome in 
order to teach others, & ſo were their Maſters. & they theirDiſciples, x 
being ſo trained up they appointed them Paſiours of others, they be- 
ing Hill their Overſeers, and theOverſeers of thoſe particular Churches 
where they had ſettled them to be Paſtours: and becauſe it was not 
poſſible for them to overſee all thoſe Churches, and they were not 


to abide for ever upon Earth ; therefore they aſſume fome of thoſe 
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Paſtours into a ſhare of this 8-3 AT AJETY themſelyes, to ordain 5 
Paftouts or Elders in particular Churches, to ſee to the right order of 
all within thoſe Churches, and to be their B:ſþops or Overſeers, 

Now that ſuch an Order, Superiority and Subordination was ob- 
ſerved.in the Primitive Church, is evident from their writings: ane 
becauſe your Friend remarks that I had nam'd only Jenz:ime, 1 have, 

you ſee, made. mention of more in this Paper, as. you know many 
more might be added. And ſeeing he ſays it is ſuch a baſe and dil-. 
 ©\ngenuous inſinuation to pretend that ſuch an imparity is evident from 
che Epiſtles of nat ius, that he knows not what to think of it; give 
me leave io put you in remembrance. of (what you know already ) 
ſome paſſages of Ignatius his Epiſtles, that you, and the impartial * 
Reader, may judge on what fide the baſe and diſingenuors inſinuation 
lies, and what to think of it. The bleſſed Martyr Igyatius, in his E- 
piſtle to the Church of Smyrna ſayes: All of youfollow the Biſhep, as - 
Feſus Chriſt the Father: and the Presbytery or Society of Preabytere 
as the Apoſtles: And withall honour the Deacons as the Inſtitution of 
God. In his Epiſtle to the Epheſians be lays: In the name of God I © 
embraced you all in Oneſimus, who 7s unſprakeable in Charity, and your - 
Biſhop in the Fleſh. It becomes you to concur in the ſentence of the © . 
Biſhop as you do. Naur famous Pregbytery-( or Society of Presbyters ) 
© wartby of God, do ſo agree with the Biſhop, as the firings with the» 
Harp. Therefore is Zeſus Chriſt celebrated and praiſed in jour Con. 
cord and Harnonious Charuy. In his Epiſtle to the Magne/tans; Ihave 
been honoured to ſee you by Damas your Biſhop, worthy of God, and 
by the worthy Presbyters Baſſus and Apollonius, and by Sotlus the 
Deacon, my fellowServant, in whom I rejoice, becauſe he is ſubjed to 
_ the Biſhop, as the Grace of God, and to the Presbytery as the ; of . 
Feſws Chriſt. ee. 757 therefore I have bebeld in the foreſaid per- 
Sine your whole multitude in faith and love, I warn you that you Hud 
to do all things. in the Unity of Gd: 755 H. op preſiding in God 
place, and the Presbyters in the place of the Council of the Apoſtletʒ and 
the Deacons, who ere moſt dear io me, having the Minitr ation of Feſus. 
Chris entrufted-1o them. <=------ As therefore the Lord did nothing 
without the Father, being united, neither by bimſelf, nor by the Apo- 
les; fo neither do you any thing without the Biſhop and Presbyters 
In his Epiſtle to the Philadelphians, I have ſaid it with a loud 


Voice. 
with 


— — — 
— 22k — c T— 


mai. the Voice of Ged: Hearken wnto the Biſhop, the Previytery and the 
> Deacons. Some ſuſpelted that I ſaid this, us [areſcring the Diviſion of 
[ ſome; but be in whom I am bound is witneſs, that I knew not this 75 
Human Fleſh: but the Spirit proclaim'd it, ſaying tbus, See that you 
das nothing without the Biſhop, Keep your Body as the Temple 
of God. Love Unity. Flee Diviſions. Be ye tollowers of Jeſus - 
© Chriſt, as he was of his Father. In his Epiſtle” ro the Trallizos - 0 
nen es are ſubjedl to the HOP as to' Feſu Chriſt, you ſeem to ne 
nut ro live as men, but as Feſus Chriſt.  +-« It is neceſſary therefore, as 
| U vou do, to do nothing without the Biſhep: and to be [ubjett to thePregs- 
:  bytery, as to the Apoſtlet of Feſus Chrilt our hope. It n fit alſo that. | 
1 the Deacons, being the Miniſters of the mylteries of Feſus Chriſt, Rad 
1 in al things to pleaſeall men. For they are not the Miniſters of Meat 
and Drink, but the Minifters of the Church of God. In like manner 
pee that all of you Reverence the, Deacons as the command of Feſus 
Dit; end the Biſhop as Feſus Chrift the Son-of the Father ; endthe 
['' - Precbyters as the Council of God andthe Society of the 7 «It 
i . becomes every one of you, e [pecially the Presbyters to refreſh the Biſhop, 
1 honour of the Father of Zeſus Chriſt and of the Apoſilei. Farewell 
Wl inFeſusChfiſt;ondbe ſubjedt tothe Biſhop as the Commandment of God, 
15 , ˙ ͤ X... $42 
s, appears then that in Ignatius his time ( wbo ſuffered Martyr- _ 
Ado in che tenth year of Trajan, twelve yeats after 8, oh had his. 
j | , Revelation manifeſted to him in the Ifle of Pataros ) there was 2 di- 
Wl .  verfity of Church Officers, Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons; that 
| he ſpeaks of them all as of Divine Inſtitution ; that he requires re- 
ſpettive Honour, Obedience and. Submiſſion, to be given to them; 
| to the Biſhop as to Chriſt; to the Presbyzers as the Apoſtles, 0 
on 2 the Deacons as having the Miniſtration of Jeſus Chriſt entruſted to 
| them; that this Order and Government is like that of Chiiſts own 
Inſtitution, while he was upon Earth. Our Lord himſelt, the great 
W' Maſterand Biſhop: next a Colledge of Diſciples, | frft train'd up by 
1 Him, and afterwards inſtituted Paſtors under his Over-ſight and 
If , - Care, and ſent out by him to wotk in the Harvelt: And then 70 Piſ-, 
dciples more. to miniſter in an Inferior degree. Eyen. ſo was there in 
Wy. every Church the Biſhop, the Colledge of Presby ters and the Ve 
I cons. I hope it will not be ſaid that theſe Presbyters Row Lp — 
r d 


N 


de a follower of him who makes a 


Schiſm, he does not inherit the 
Kingdom of God. Study therefore to joyn inone Communion. For 


According to Gd. 


carp ſayes, The Biſhop ought to be acquainted. toith eve 
Le, and the caſe of their Souls under bis Inſpeclion, 
no other than a Pariſh Miniſter, it were good that eve 


 *Baſſus and Apollonius, and the Deacon Sotion m 
in whom ['rejoyce hecauſe he is ſubjełt to the Biſhp,as to the Grace 
*of God, and to the Presbytery as the Law of Jeſus Chriſt. And - 


, 1 i 


ration; 


Pariſh Minifter. becauſe he lays inhisE 
i Gurs leon, os og EanioxoT 
he is ſuch a Biſhop as has a Coll edge of Presbyters,and thoſe Preach-' 
ing Presbyters,” and of Deacons. In that 

ainlt Schiſm. As many, -/ayer he, 
Chriſt, they are with the Biſhop. Do not erte m 


here is one Fleſh of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and one Cup in thelIai- 
ion of his Blood; one Altar, and one Biſhop, with the Presbytery- 


and Deacons my fellow ſervants: that what you do, you may do it 


As for what the Remarker ſays, that Jenerivs in his Fpiſile to Poly- 
ry Lad and 


i&1 { ry Pariſh Mini- 
ſter were now as careful of their reſpective Pariſhes,as 


were of whole Cities and their precinQs. 


EE BvoftaiTos wdilas C ire, Nu Y dA wi \zpnpare, Enguire after ali 


in the Pariſhes of their reſpective bound 
and each Paſtor was obliged to acquaint the Biſh 


| acqua op twice a Month 

with his own State and that of his Pariſh. | 1 
As io his Remark of rearreęix i rden, ( which has been ſo often ' 

cleared ) as if thereby Ignatius meant, that the preference of a Biſhop 


to Preshyters was a new Cuſtom, it is a great miſtake. He 524 104 
in his Epiffle to the Magne/fans + For 1 am honoured to ſee 
*Damaz your Biſhop worthy of God, and by the worthy P 


Y fellow derrant; 


then the next Nr 
"take advantage of the Bi 


hops age, hut according to the Power of 
3 e God 


99 
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ders, and the Deacons, ſuch as are in the Scots Presbyterlan ConPti- | 

- It does not follow that Ignativs his Biſhop was no more than 4 


piſtle to the Philadeſphiant: 
&: One Altar, and one Biſhop, For 


Epiſtle he is cautioning them 
as are for God and for Jeſus 
y brethren, it any 


and ſo could be 


s then the Biſnops 
Ignatius his words are 


by name, and de not fight ſapercilioufly the ſervants and handmaids. © 
Thus the Seniors and Biſhops in Bohemia, had Catalogues of all with-. 


5,and took care to know them, - 


you by; . 


resbyters $2 


b begins thus: But it becomes you not. 0 
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. God the Father, to yield: him ell 3 Holy" 
Presbyters do, and not to take advantage of his ſeemingly Dune 


tate, or Ordination, ( + germ rteſteur gag but as wiſe in the 


Lord, yielding to him, and not to him, but to the Father of Jeſus, 
| *the Biſhop of all, Ec. 1 880. ener We e * ne * 
Sir, you fay, *You, readily yield, there has been a very antient 
uuſe of fome kind of Epiſcopacy in the Church ; tho far different 


_ . from what it has been in after times. But that, as it hath not been 


Jo from the beginning, ſo it will not eafily be proved, that our Mo- 


Aͤern Prelacy Was of univerfal uſe at all times, and in all places 
Pf the Church: Or that in any Age, far leſs that for 1 50 yeats, it 


was believed and received - uuiverſally, that the Superiority of Bi- 
mops above Presbyters, was of Divine Inſtitution, as a'diftinQ-Or-" 
der and Office of the Church. 1 Deen ol vi 200332 dn 
Six, it was never well with the Church, ſince ſuch a niceneſs of 
School Terms was brought into it, and Men departed from ihe Sim- 
plicity that is in Chriſt Jeſus. There is a great Ambiguity in this 
aragraph: of your Vindication (p. 23.) which had need to be 
cleared: I want to know whether your meaning is, that it can not be 
eaſily proved, that in any Age, far leſs for 1500 years, it was believed 
and received univerſally, that the Saperiority ot Biſhops above Preſ- 
hy ters was of Divine Inſtitution, as a Dignity and Ofice in the Church; 
Or that it was believed and received univerſally, to be of Divine in- 
ſtitution as a diftinQ Order of the Church. If the laſt; this you know” 
is nothing to the Purpoſe: You know it was a very impertinent de- 
bate among the School men (as they had many ſuch) whether Epi- 
copacy was a diſtin Order from Presby terie, or one and the ſame; 
Order, and only a Superiour Ofice and Pięnity; the Cononifts main- 
taining the firſt, and the Divi ves the laſt, and yet both ſides owning + 


_ the Divine and Apoſtolical Inſtitution of the Superiority of Epiſco- 


pacy above Presbyterie in Office. Nom to.reafon with-Epiſcopacy 
upon this head, Fluß as if the Levites Nunb. 3. Who were divided: 
into three great Families, would not have owned the Chiefs and 


Overſeers that were ſet over them, becauſe it could not be made ap- 
pear that they were a diſtin& order of Iden, and therefore what were 
they, that they ſhould ſer themſelves up above their Bretheren. It 
dis upon this quibdle that your Friend, the Remarker (Rem. 20 2 


. * | 


ö Kr, 8 = | 
pretends te addiice the Teftimony of f many learned Prelates gain. 
the Divine Night of Epilcopacy, . 


that I can Idok him cut of Oœuntenance, but 1 am ſure it would put 
a modeſt Man out of Counrenance,to be convicted of the Groſs Falſe- 
| hoods which he is made appear to be guilty of, and one would chink 
it might move the Commitfion of the General Aſſembly, not to ex- 


nenely he chere cites the.reverend Biſhop Uſher, as to the matter in 
debate in tinis Church, I think I need not tell you, But, to return to 


 Superioriry of Biſhops” above Presbyters, was of Divine Iaſtituti | 4 
vines and Canonifts, about the Number of Eccleſiaſtick Orders, and 


ik Epiſcopacy is an Order diſtin trom Presbyterie; he concludes. = 
thus: thought fit to mention theſe things, that I might clearly - = 
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to confront, as he lays, the Author. 
ofthe Caſe, and to look bim out of Countenanc y Srl ſhall not Ay. 


poſe themſelres by employing ſuch-a Champion: and how, imperti- 


your Paragraph; it your meaning be, that it cannot be eaſily proved | q: 
tat in any Age it was believed and received univerſally, that ther, 'Þ 


as an Office in the Church, Frhink the Teſtimonies alteadie adduced 
may be an evidence for ir, And as to both ſenſes, I ſhall give. you .. "Ml 
Dr. Fer bers thoughts in his lrenic. Lib. 2. cap. xi. prop, x1,.i0 tha i 
end of it: where, atter having ſpoken of the debate between the Di- - 0 


hew'that there is nothing in all. this Controverſie, that is contrary . 
*0ur Propofitions, of the Divine Right of the Epiſcopal. Office and 
Dignity above ſimple Presbyters. For about this there was no de- 
hate among them But all, with unanimous conſent, both Canoniſi 3, 
and Divines do own Epilcopacy to be a diſtin Order from Pres- 
ebyterie, if by Order you mean an Office of Divine. Inſtitution in he 
Church? And that by the Command of Chriſt, the Apoſtles. did ap- 
point in the primitive Church,. Biſhops, tesby ters and. Deacons,” 
and that theſe are three 'diftin& Orders, with this Subordination. 

that the Deacons ate under the Piesbyters ; and that by divine 
Right the Biſhop preſides | over both Deacons. and PFresbytets. 
Now Sir, L think you WII readily grant, that Dr, Forbes was as well >Y 


vers d in the Eccleſiaſtick writings, and of as great ſincerity and lnge- 


naity in declaring their ſentiments, as any Presbyterian of this or the 

laſt Age;& when you can prove him to be miſtaken in this, I ſhal think 

ydu had reaſon for what you ſaid. Lou grant there has been a very antiennsn 
wſe of ſome kind of Epiſeopacy in theChureh.You ſee it has been atleaſt 
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as antient as Ignis bis time, twelve years after the writing of ctheRe-: 
„blen as ancient as the book of the Revelation, Pahrarp being 
+" then Bilhop of Smyrze, and Ignatius of Aztzoch.; as antient-as te . 
piles to Timothy and Tirus; cho it may be you will ſay, that this 
- - was an extraordinary Epiſcopacy and Superiority over” Presbyters, 
© that was not to be continued in the Church. 1 doubr. it will not be 
_  .(oveafily proved, that the preſent Presbyrerian Government, is founded 
upon the word of God and the practice ot che Primitive Church; 
- particularly, that the Prefidency of the Colledge Presbyters or Mini- 
Niers w ambillatory £9 that it is of Divine Rib, & that there ſhould be | 
> 4 oo i r and tated Moderator, and was i he practice of the primitiue 
'.. » Church:;and that « part of the Colledge of P. eiby tert ar Elders in every 
Church, mere Lay Elders, ſuch as bad no right to Preach the Goſpel o- 
| W the Sacraments; tor according to the Prebyterian expoſi-; | 
tte alt Pauls Presbyters were Biſh>ps, and all B.ſhops.had.a-righe + 
5 20 Commiſion to preach the word: And your Re mare, will grant, that 
\ according to l2narrus, there was but one Biſhop in every Pariſh, the, Þ 
pariſh Miniſter. When in the forefaid paragraph you ſpeake of Mo- 
ern Prelicy, if you mean as to the eſſentials and the ſu bſtance of it, 
whereby in à Colledge of Paſtors, one Paſtor. bath the power of Or- 
dination and Jurisdiction, in conjunction with the other Paſtors, for 
the edification of the Church; without whom the other Paſtors 
oughr not to exerce theſe Offices;this T think, you will not deny to 
have been the univerſal practice of the Church for many Ages. Neither, 
} 28 Dr. Forbes ſayes as above cited, were mere Presbyters at any time 
ERS ſupreem Rulers of a Church, unleſs. perÞaps, after the Apeſiles 
timer, it might ibro an Oeconamical defeft, happen ſomet ime to fome one 
particular Church. This Prelacy is that ſame Office for ſubſtance, which 
lenatizs had at Antioch, Polycarp at Smyrna, Cornalius in Rome, Irencus 
at Lyons,Cyprien incaribage, & many others had in other places before 
the Nices Council, & which Chry/o/tom, Auguſtin & many others had 
after it. And as to the Accidentals of ſuch a Frelacy, and the Corrupti- 
ons that may have crept into it, we ate not to juſtiſy them; we ſee no 
Church Government, but what has its Corruptions, and has need to be 
dettered and amended, and reduc'd more to the primitive Inſtitution: 
And the Church Government that's without fault, let it caſt the firſt 


Stone at the other. Where there is a plain ingenuity and real ſenſe and 
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acknowledgement of ones faultsAvherher party or petſon, there is a. 
ways hopes of amendment,” bur whete this is wanting we.can fearcs j 
look for the other. TheChurch ofRome petenl to Infallibility by tin 
ciple, & the Schr Presby terian Kirk by Practice, & how either of thele | 
Mall be prevailed with to redreſs what is ami, & to unite in Primitive 
Chriſtianity, is hard te determine. Did Men of Knowledge, Prudence. 
Piety and Moderation, fuch as I Hope you ate, Trankly ſpeak the 9 
truth wiehout refpeck o any party, 10 as not to be oVetaw d by he | 
Bligotry of à party, this might come to put to filence the Ignorance | — 
of fooliſh men, and mike them aſhamed to dote about gueltions and 
- Strifes\of wordt, whereof cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, evil Sur- 
mi ing, perverſe diſputings &c. and would lead them to conſent to 
- whol/om words, even the words 45 our Lord Faſus Chrift,. and the 
Doclris which is. according to Godiineſs : but When the former ore 
are rather oyeraw'd by the latter, and Jed to go along wich them in aal! 
_—— meaſures, there are mall hopes ot ſeeing a berter flats = |! 
% c / ( | 
II che geb. Page of the Caſe Nc, is ſhown' * how the greateſt par 
_ *of the Weſtern Churches, that found it neceſſary to ſeparat from the | 
Church of Rome, were cateful to do it only in thoſe things, which 
they faw were manifen Cortuptions, in Doctrine and worſhip, and 
not to abandon what was in it ſelf. good, and of Primitive and A» 
8 however it might have been abuſed by that Church, 
Voit to retrive the good and” Antient uſe thereof: and of this many In- 
ſtances are given: all Which the Remarkey palles over, becauſe thoſe 
of his party have followed the quite contrary method.. The laſt In» 
ſtance given is, their Care not to throw away the _Apoſtolick order of 
Degrees, Inparity and Subordination in the Miniſters and Paſtors of 
the Church, and the juſt reaſons they had for this Care; and the chief 
thing intended in the Paragraph, was to give a hint of the, principal 
reaſons why ſo many of rhereformed Churches thought fit to continus 
Tuch an Imparitie, which an impartial Reader will think deſerve * Y 
Conſideration. Theſe the Rewarker paſſes over, and infifts only in 1 
denying that any Reformed Church judged Epiſcopacy to be of Di- | 
vine Right, ot neceſſary for the peaceand order of the Church, and to 
avoid Schiſm and Confuſion, either at the Reformation, or to this 
day; and for an evidence of this, cites Le Blanc his Theſes de Grad. 
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e diftind. Miniſt, and Stillinzflezr's account, in his lrenirum, of Arch= = 
I, - Biſhop Bunt Judgement in that matter. The laſt you know is 


ſufficiently cleared by Dur el, in his account of the Conformity of For- 
taign Churches with chat of England: and the Author of the Imparity 
of Paftors r. fers down his Vindication of Cranmer. M. Le Blanc in 
the place cited by the Rem anker, grants it is the general & common 
Opinion of the Eng//ÞÞ;that the ſuperiority of Biſhops above Presby ters 
AIs of divine Right; And what the Remorker affirms, that, this conceit 
Las he is pleaſed to call it) is but advanced of late, is not true, It 
- 3s as old as their Reformation (as well as it was the conſtant Do- 
_ Urine of that and other Churches before the Reformation) the Church - 
'of England own'd the divine Right of Epiſcopacy from the beginning 
. "of the Reformation. Ia the Preface prefixed to the form of Ordina- 
tion (one of the chief compoſers of which was Arch-BiſhopCrenmer, 
in the Reign of King Edward the VI.) it is e ſaid: I ir certain 
"mot only from the writings of the antient Fathers, but alſo from the 
Sacred Seriptares themſelves, that theſe Orders of Miniſters viz. Bi- 
= ſhops, Prezbyters and Deacons, hve been in the Church from the very 
- Times of the Apoſiles. This Form of Ordination, and the Preface 
— _PÞrefxed to it, were writen and publiſhed by Cranmer and his Brether- 
deen iti the ff year of King Edward the VI. And in all times ſince 
the Reformation, the moſt learned of the Church of Eng/end, have al- 
'/ . Fenred the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy. The Reformed of Bohemia, 
Fou fee, were ſo convinced of rhe Divine, Inſtitution of this Imparity, 
i _ That inordertq have a continued Succeſſion of Biſhops and Presby ters 
Ia fully ordained, they ſent three of their Paſtors, to the Biſhop of 
the Walden/es,ro be conſecrated Biſhops,and cloathed with the power 
otOrdainiog others. And that many other Reformed Churches found 
It neceſſary for the peace and order of the Church, to have ſuch an 
Imparity of Paſtours, appears from their Practice, In all the Churches 
that follow the Aurburgb Confethon, there is a Tubordination of pa- 
Rors. Thoſe ot them in Germany, have Saperintendents, - In Den- 
mark, Sweden and Norway, they have Biſhops, both Name and Thing. 
In the Proteſtant Cantons of Switzerland, there is a Sybordination 
* among their, Miniſters, viz. Superintendents, Paſtors ahd Deacons. 
| So in all other forrajgn Reformed Churches, ( France, Geneve and 
Holland excepted) in the Falatinate, in Heſſen, in the 8 ** 1 of 
o dE 5 e 
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Brandebourghs Dominions, as well among them whom they call Ca. 
__ « vinilts; as among the Lutherans, in the Princedome of Aube, in 
the City of | Bremen, in Poland, and Lithuania Cc. No Miniſters 
in any of theſeCharches, ought to be ordained; according to theit Diſ- 
cipline, without the Inſpector or Superintendent, and in ſome the 
Superintendent alone gives the Impoſition of Hands. Theſe Super- | 
intendents have that which is eſſential to the function of a Biſhop, | 
© vi&. Ihe power of Ordination and Furiſiliclion. Nothing is done 
without them, and great reſpect is had to them. So the Hungarian, ö | 
 Jranſylouman, and Bohemian Retormed Churches had Biſhops both» | 
| Name and Thin 1 be: A REAL L S-T6 | 1 | WIS N ] 
And that many in the French Proteſtant Church, even in the time of | 
Le Blanc, ſpoke. with great reſpect and eſteem of the Epiſcopal: Or- | 
der, appears from the many Teſtimonies of French MiniGers,adduced” 
by Durel, in his view of the Government and Publick Worſhip of the 
forraignu Reformed Churches. Thus Mr. De Moyne Miniſter at Ran 
in a Letter to Dr. Brevint layes: Truly 1 believe not that it is poſ- = | 
*{ible to keep either peace or order in your Church, without preferv-' | 
Ang the Epiſcopal Dignity, and I confeſs that I conceive not by what 
Spirit they are led, that oppoſe that Goyernment and cryit down 
with ſuch violence. For 1 deſire any Man whoſoever he be, to ſhew 
me if he can, another Order more ſuteable with reaſon, yea or bet - 
ter agreeing with the Holy Scriptures, and of which God hath made 
more uſe for the Eftabliſhment of his Truth, and the amplification of 
this Kingdom c. Mr. de L' Anglein a Letter to Dt. Brevent ſayes- 


i 4 cannot tell what che haters of the peace of the Church mean, that ; | 
. prattle up and down, and talk as if the French Churches were great _— 
[ cad ver ſaries to the Epiſcopal Order; and as if we held it quite con- 
J *trary unto. Chriſts Kingdom, and affirmed it to be a foul Relick of 
; _ *Arnichriſtianiſm, - God forbid, Sir, that we ſhould have ſuch a per- lf 
N _ © verſe. and-1afh opinion. I am ſure that neither Monfieur Daille,. 
K nor Monſieur Anyraut, nor Monſieur Bochart, nor any of my Col- 4 
, "Leagues of Roan ever approved it: 1 that am the leaſt of my Bretheren fi 
n dam as far from itas any. --- An Epiſcopacy well tempered, and well 

7. poiſed; an Epiſcopacy framed after the model which was exerciſed, 

d. *with ſo much ſucceſs, by thoſe Prelates of the Apoſtolick Churches, 

f  *which Chriſt calls Angels; ſuch as Clemens,” Polycarpus, Irenrus,' © 
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|  Gprien, Athanaſius, Chryſoftom, Auſtin, and many others of the 
ke kind who bave been tothe Church the Lweer Savour of Chriſt: | 
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At is a moſt Sacred and moſt antient Order; and if the Apoſtles them-, 


F Gſelves were not the Authors of it, certainly it was inſtituted by Apo- 
_ -» __*tolick Men, who might ſay of their Ordinances of this Nature, the 

' ame chat the Apoſtle aid ſometimes after he had gravely reſolved 
Jome queſtions, about which be had no expteſs command from 


God: 1-think alſo that 1 habe the Spirit of God. And Monſieur Dre- 


Ee fincowrt, one of the Miniſters of Charenton, in a Letter to Dr. Brevint 
ies: as Germeny and Switzerland have their Inſpectors and Super- 


<*intendants, and Denmark and Sweden their - Biſhops; I ſee no res ſon 
hy any one ſnhould be offended” that Exgland hath likewiſe her 
Biſhops. If there be no Biſhops in the Reformed Churches of France, 
eit is becauſe our condition cannot bear it. But if God ſhould gracioufly 


> iincline our Monarch, and all his ſubjeQs,or moſt of them, to embrace 
*he Reformed Religion; it would be to my Judgement altogether _ 


<mpoſfible to mantain an equality amongſt ſuch a Multitude of Mi- 


_ *piſters, and it would be neceſſary to ſet up ſome above the others: 
and to give them the preheminence, that they might be the Overſeers 
of their carriage, ſubjeckipg all to Provincial and National Synods. 


And Mon/ſrGaches one of the miniſters of Charenton, in one of his Leiters 


8 0 Dr Br. ſayes: Would toGod we had no other differences with tbe 
Biſhops of Fance, but about their Dignity: how chearſully ſhould 
J ſabmit my ſelf to them ----- How comes it to paſs then that thoſe 


of your preſby terians, that are great, uuderſtanding and wiſe men have 
Auch any averſion againſt moderate FE & why do they tefuſe 
to have communion with Ignatius, Polycarp, Cyprian and Chryſoſtom, 


and all that holy company of the pureſt Antiquity? I am of that opinion, 


*thar if all Miniſters could be wife at all times, and keep rhemſelves 6 
in good order, they would have no need of Overſeers; as there would 


abe been no need of Kings and Judges, if men had kept their Pri- 
_ *mitive Innocency;butSin hath brought in the neceſſity of Government, 


And the failings of Miniſters make the Order of Biſhops neceſſary. 
The famous Monſfeur de Boſc, Miniſter of the Reformed Church of 


Cees, in a letter to the forefaid perſon, fays of Epiſcopacy: *We ac- 
_ Knowledge that this Order bath fignal ad cantages, and I think not 
*that any of my Brethren will contradit me, if I ſay that a well or- 
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the Good of the Church, or leſs worthy of the Conditlon of the 
true Flocks of the Lord; but it is becauſe neceſfity hath obliged us 


to it; becauſe the Reformation having been begun in this Kingdom 
by the People, and by Inferiour Church men, the places of Bi- 
"hops remained filled with men ot a contraty Religion; fo that we 


were conſtrained. to content our ſelves with Miniſters and Efders as 
well as we could, for fear of ſetting Biſhop againſt Biſhop in the 


ame Town, which would haue cauſed furious troubles and impla- 
cable wars, and put à great ſtop to the Progteſs of the Goſpel. If 
Biſhops had embrac'd the Reformation at firſt, I meke no doubt but 


ttheir Order had been maintained in the Ecclefialtical Polity. And I 


nd ajconvincing proof of thit, in an Epilile of Peter Marr, the 37 


10 Theod: Bega, of the Biſhop of Troyes in Champag ne, who having 


acknowledged the Truth, began to Preach it publickly, and being de- 
ſireous to know of the Reformed: wbither they would acknowledge 
cim for their Biſhop, they after mature deliberation, declare unani- 


*mouſly, that they received him for their true and -lawtul Biſhop, 


Can any doubt but that if the other Biſhops: ot thek ingdom had fol- 


jowed his Example, they had continued in their Station? ---Where- 


Fore the practice ot the Church ot Funce ought to be no ptecedent 


for the Church of England, And if there be any in England ſo rigidly 
b pariial for Presbyterian Parity: as to juſtle againſt that antient Order 


of Epiſcopacy; and ſeek to root it quite out, to the prejudice both 


" <vf Church and State, they cannot but be very much blam'd for it. 


All this, Sir, is well known to you; ſo that ſome poſtbumous Theſes 


of the Learned Le Blanc, are no ſufficient: evidence of the Opinion of 


the Reformed Church in France, concerning Epiſcopacy. 


— 


\ 


And as for the Presbyterians in England, vou know how willingly up- 
on the Reſtauration of King Charles the Il. they would have embrac'd 
Epiſcopacy according to the Model of Biſhop L her's reduction, 
and that becauſe-they judg'd it moſt agreeable to the Primitive and 
Apoſtolick pattern. You gran, "ny there has been a very antient uſe 
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dered Epifcopacy hath moſt important and conſiderable utilities which 
_ *cannor be found in the Presbyterian Diſcipline. If we have followed 
*the laſt in our Churches, it is not for any averſion we hare againſt 
ie former: It is not becauſe we hold Epiſcopacy to be contrary io 
the Nature of the Goſpel, or becauſe we think ir lefs convenient for 
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_ © of ſome kind of Epiſcopacy in ut ant therefore give me lewve 
to mind you of the Pious Mr. Richard Baxter his Judgement upon that 
 *_ head, both becauſe it was the ſentiment of the moderate Presbyterians | 
- in England, at that time, ſuch as Mr. Corbet and others; and for that 
© Hisrexſoning abdut it is ſo forcible and convincing with unbiaſs d Per- 
ſons, & is the ſame whichCh://zngwerth and others have uſed to ſo good 
purpoſe. - It is in his Dip. de Regime eccle ſiæ diſp. 3. c. 4. felt. 
26, 17. The Antiquity and Unirerſality of this Government (by 


il Stated and conftant Prefidemts ( Tleteeras) who had a Negative = 


Wote, as they call it, ſo that without their conſent, nothing of any Mo- 
ment was done by the reſt of the Miniſters) which was ſo early in 
- *the Church, is ſaith he, à ſtrong Argument to keep us within the 
Wonnds of Moderation upon this poinr. For firſt; it ſeems a moſt im- 
pprobable thing, that all or ſo many Churches ſhould ſo ſuddenly ſet 
 *up ſuch a Preſidency, Prelacy or Imparity without any Scruple or 
Reluctance, if this had been contrary to the mind of the Apoſiles. 
Tor no Body can Fancy to himſelf, that all rhe Churches founded by 


t the Apoſtles or Apoſtolick Men, who had ſeen them and converſed 


with them, could either be altogether ignotant of the mind of the - 
5 *Apoſtles; in a matter of this nature, which was or general 
_ -  *praRtice; or that all of them would ſo flight the Doctrine freſhly 

- - — *delivered to them by their Teachers, as preſently and with one ac- 
_ . <card to conſent to a change, or at leaſt not to oppoſe it? Would 
Vaot one Church, not one of the Faithful have contended for keeping 
_— *o the Inſtitutions of the Apoſtles? Would not ſome one Church 
cha ve retained their Rights, and Order already ſettled among 
- them, and proteſted againſt the corruption and innovations of the 
__*eft?-wouldnone: of the Faithful have ſaid, Now pon are going about 
. . "Yo change. tbe 'Form of Church Government, wbich the Holy Spirit 
| Harb lately luſtitated among ur. It 'was not fo while Petet, or Paull, 
dar John 4vived. Therefore we -will admitt of no change. To me it 
Tieems an incredible thing, that the Univerſal Church ſhould almoft 
At one and the ſame time ſubmitt ſo ſuddenly ro ſuch a change of 
Vovernment, & not make the leiſt remonſtranee againſt it. For I do not 

. *rhink that there can be produced any Teſtimony out of all the Volumns 
bdof the Antients, by which it can be made appear, that there was ſo 
- much ä oneChriſtian,who oppoſed that 9 did 


mon. 


2 - . 


* 0 a 
* * — 
3 4 
n 0 Rf : "©. + . n 5 
— 'F — N 3 ** ; 
I } p * 
— 


— 


* — IT” 


* „ i Bn cs $i 
. 


— of e . . —_— 5 


— 22 — — 
n — 


Nemonſtrate againſt it, at the time that i avg. been done, ien 
It was done, tat is in the firſt and ſecond Age; yea it is plain, & a 


Ferom and other of the Antients zeſtifie, that at Icaſt in the Church 
*of Alexandria this tom of Governinent was ſetiled in the very times 
bof the Apoſtles. All of them teſtiſie, that in Alexandria fr om Mark 
be Evangeliſt, unto Heraclus and Dionyſius Bryhops, the Precbyrers 
ah ſe out alltnayt ont from among themſelues, an 7 him in a higher 


*degree above the Precbyters, ubam they named ihe Biſhop, even as an 


, *Army ſhiuld chooſe a General. Now it is. manitelt from the belt 
Chronclogers, that Mar# was killed about the year of. out Lord 63, 


the ioth of Nero. Peter and Paul were put to death about the year 


of God 66 the 13ch of -Ners's Reign. John died about the year of 
*our. Lord 98. in the 1]? of Trajens Reign, about 35 years: after the 


Aeͤeath of S. Mart. Now lene it to any, that Is not big ted to 4 


Cant of your party, in theirWritings 
Bauperiority of any Church Officer above FPresby eis is unlawful, a 4 
_ «contrary to the word of God, and Antichriftian: and that Presbytetie lis 
:the only Government appointed } y C hriſt in his Church. Care is t "Þ 


partie, to judge whether it be credible, that che Holy Apoltles and all 
cdthe Evangeliſts or their Aſſiſtants, who were then alive, would have 
ſuffered this Corruption and Innovation to have been Ane in with 
U in ſilence, 

And ſeen a Government newly Inſtituted by them, ſo violated while 
 *they were yet alive, & never fo much as warned the Churches of their 
din and Danger, or if they really admoniſhed them. wauld not fo 
much as one Church have regard to their warnings? Would not one 
- of them be ſo far mind ful of ihem, as at leaſt to oppoſe the Sin of it?? 


out Reproof ot Correction. Would they have ſitt It 


All this is incredible. So fat My. Baxter. This, Sir, you know is the 


demonſtration of the Apoſtolical Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy urged by 
Mr. Chillingworth, and lately reprinted here, with Arch-biſhop ber 


his Original of Biſhops, 20 which Mr. Baxter and the moderate Preſ- 


+byterians in England did aſſent. Now Sir, 1 leave it io your Self, and 
to the Impartial Reader, to make the Reflections chat naturally atiſe 


from this Subject. nis enen ne 9 r 
But the matter that is chiefly in debate between thoſe of the Epi- 


feopal and Presbyterian perſwaſion in Scotland, as to Epiſeopacy, is not 


chiefly concerning the Divine Right but the Lawfullneſs of it. The 
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auto are the People leavened with this Doctrine; and much ſtre is 
Nich upon it; and they are made believe, that Pre/acy is contrary to all 
true Religion and Godlineſs; and that they are bound by So/emn Cove. 
nant to extipate itz & that all who own it in rhis Nation are perjur d. 
Sir, I ſhall got ſ4y, chat this is your Judgement, becaufe you chear- 
Jul ly preach'd the Gofpel, and performed the other parts of your Mi- 
nmiſtery for many years, under the -Infpe&ion of the Venerable Patric 
Scexgal Biſhop of Aberdeen, who was ſo great an Ornament to his 
_ "Character, and you cordially concurr'd with him in the Ord mation ff 
.. Paſtors, and the Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtick Iuriſdiction in Presbyteries 
| And Synods, and you and your fellow Presbyrers of the Epiſcopal = * 
Perſwaſion, went all on chearfully in the fame Yoke: Tho! I confefs — 
[ it is ſomewhat ſtumbling to fee you, it ſeems, troubled" fot this,'and - 
for being told thar you promiſed under your hand, Obedience tothe 
ben Govarnment of the Church in all things Lawful, and to concur in 
Eceleſfaſtical meetings, and to be gecomptable to the Ordinary the Biſhop 
Abe deen then being, and his Succeſſors, for your Preaching and d. 
 _ miniftrations, und to contribute your enteavours for the Qrder:and 
Peace of the Church. This Engagement was ſo juſt, thatT-wonder to 
' _ "Tee you tell the World, that you truſted to another the drawing up of 
that Paper and that you are ſorry for ir and repent of it; fot this 
would leck like your being of the ſame mind with your preſent Bre- 
- theren in this matter. If otherwiſe, lem ſure you had far greater rea- 
bn freely to own & juſtifie it, 4s another worthy Perfon had the Chri- 
iin courage to do, as 1 may have occaſion toſhew in the ſame Para- 
| graph. Bur that this is the common” and prevailing Doctrine of the 
UE. Presbyterians in this Nation, their Wrirings and Sermons do teſtifie. 
Wu Now as this was never the Doctrine of any before the. Reformation 
Us: - befides Azrms for which, as it appears from Auguſtine & Epiphuniur, 
| be was, condemn'd of Hereſie, ſo never any of the Reformers, or 
| any Forraign Proteſtant, did ever judge Epiſcopal Government to be 
unlawful. Even all choſe of them who judged the Inſtitution of it? 
do de only Eccleſiaſtical and not Apoſtolical and Divine, yet the 
ddl ir, to be a Pious and Chriſtian Inffirution, nor comrary to the 
Word of God, but conſonam to it, and ufeful for the Church, and 
mn tending to Edification, and that it could not be condemn'd without 
! : Herb lie, as is20 be ſeen in the 12 chay. of the 2d. Book of 9 
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his T/enicum. This then is the true Cauſe and Qecafion of all e 
Exils, Schiſtn, and Cogfuſſons in this Church. And this l chuſe to lay 
defore you in the words of a Venerable Perſon, Mr. Laurence Char: 
tert, ſometime Profefior of Divinity in Edinburgh. (a very few of: 
whoſe excellent diſcourſes are lately publiſhed here, under the title 
of The. Difference between True and.Falſe Chriſtianity I and that in 


2 ſhort dilcourſe of his, upon occaſion of chefirlt general Faſt, appoin - | 

_ ed in this Nation, after the late ſettlement of Presbyrtery Ad 169 » | 

which Was deſigned, you know, to be. a trying Faftzin which all bock 

7 _* Miniſters and People were to humble themſelves, ..and. profeſs their | 

bd. Repentance for their great defeCtion from. Presby terie, and their Com- 

a plianre with Prelacy.. And he, being then Miniſter at Dirletaum; 
Found ir his Duty to declare his mind plainly, on that Subject to the 
People, which he bath left upon Record written with his own hand, 


| 

as follows. Pl SIE: | 

| Before, ſaith he, the Paper was read I uſed theſe worde. a 
5 Here is a Paper concerning a Faſt, to be kept throughout this Kings. 
dome on Thur ſday next, Which is now, in Obedience to the Com- | 
mand of the Lords of his Majeſties Moſt Honourable Privy Council J 
0 be read in your Ne Bs. | 


*their KG) onus for ſuch Favours from God, as the preſent Con- 
dition an Con- 
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| - _  MPgwer of Religion, pad from that Temper and Converſation. which; 
ide GoſpeF requires in us. So that [ doubt. not but that we, and all, © 
good Men, will joyn with the Aſſembly, in acknowledgihg the Sins & 
*<JefeRion of the Nation. But whereas the Aſſembly ſeems to repre- + 
«ent Epiſcopacy as d Principal and Capital point of the DeteQion ; 
find my ſelf obliged ro declare my ſenſe in this affair, on this oc 
Is _— *cafion. I do not take my felf to be bound to endeavour to jultifie. 
I dhe manner of Election and Nomination of Ferſons to that Office, 
mch was in uſe among us; nor the Legal Effabliſhment,or the Laws 
| by which it was Eſtabliſhed among us; nor the condutt of thoſe 
ho were in Office: and I will not ſay, but that ſome who were in 
-*the Office of Epi ſcopacy, and that complyed with that Government, 
might have been in ſome meaſure acceffary to the Corruption, by 
- » *their bad Example, or connivence, and neglect of the true Exerciſe of 
*<Diſcipline.- But yer I cannot think that rhe ſettleing of an lmpariy, 
j Among the Officers of the Church, is to be looked upon as a detection, 
| bor that it is a thing in it ſelf unlawful, or that it is of it ſelf imro- 
1 Auctory ofthe abounding of Wickedneſs and Scandals in the Church. 
his I may with the greateſt confidence affirm, that Religion never 
Flouriſhed more in the World, than it did, when and Where there 
was an Imparity among the Officers of the Church: And this I know, 
Ai hat ſome Famous Proteſtant Churches, do allow Ep:ſcopacy, and con- 
etinue to this Day under that Form. of Government. Ard I am ſure 
hat moſt of the Wiſe, Pious and Learned Men abroad, tho“ they 
Aide where the Government is not Epiſcopal, have not ſuch bad. 
©houghts of it, as our Brerheren here hape. And whereas they charge 
many of the then ſtanding Miniſtery with Compliance with the Al- 
cteration of the Government, I do not ſee that the Continuance of 
Paſtors to ſerve God and the Church under the late Settlement, is to 
che look d upon as a Defection for which they are to Repent: diverſe 
©f chem having continued to ſerve in the Miniſtery, neither out of 
Pride, or Covetouſneſs, or Fear, or Weakneſs and want of Courage, 
| ; were the reaſons ſer down by the A ſenbiy in the Paper. | 
Bur out of Conſcience and a Fear to offend God, by refufing- their 
Tervice in that Station, when there was no inſuperable ſtop or bar 
put in their way, as they thought then there was not; and the like 
may be ſaid of many others, who entered afterwards into the Paſto- 
dal Office under the late Government. But 
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But, notwichſtanding of that which-we have ſaid hereanent, we can- 
> not but acknowledge that there has been a great defection among us. | 
Men generally have ſhaken off the Yoke of Chrift, and have expreft | 
none of that reſpect which we all ow to his Laws, and have abandon- © 
ed themſelves to their Luſts and corrupt Inclinarions, fo that Iniqui- 
ties and Immoralities of all ſorts have abounded; and generally, men 
*of all ranks haye c orrupted their wayes. Covetoufneſs, Fraud, Op- 
ann Senſuality, Drunkenneſs, and diverſe kinds of 
_ *Uncleanneſs, Curſing and Swearing, Atheiſm; negle& of the Wor- 
ip ot, God, and other Sins beſides theſe reckoned in this Paper, 


ve aboundec. 


The Aſſembly acknowledges that there have been ſome diſorders 
among thole of their Perſwaſion, which they ſay is matter of Humi- 
iation, fuch as Scandalous Divifions, Injurious Refledions againſt 
orthy Men, «nd ſome Dangerous Principles drunk in. They ſay it 
*hould be lamented that ſome of their way, who in the main things 

did endeavour to maintain their Integrity, did not give ſeaſonable and 

meceſſuty Teflimony againſt the Defections and Evils ef the Times, 

and did not keep a due diſtance from them. If they do mean hete- 
by, and I know not what elſe can he underſtood by it, that it is to be 
lamented that ſome of their way did not ſeparate from ſuch as com- 
plyed with the Government, but did joyn in Worſhip with them; 
this will not appear to any other, beſides ſome of themſelves, to be 
matter of Lamenration -. it is rather matter of Lamentation that ſo 
many of them did behave Schiſinaticallß, and refuſed to joyn in 
Worſhip, on ſuch {lender Grounds, with rhoſe who were not of the 
fame perſwaſion with them concerning the Government. | 3K 
They ſeem to appropriate to thoſe of their way that they endea- 

uoured to keep their Integrity in the main things, and that they did 

wn Truth, and bear witneſs againſs the courſe of Defettion, f ut I 

know not a few, among thoſe who complyed, that did endeavour. 
to maintain their Integrity in the main things, and did own all the 

*neceſlary and fundamental Truths of the Goſpel, and did bear faithfull 

Witneſs againſt the Courſe of the true and real Defection from 

Truth and Righteouſneſ:, They confeſs, as Iunderſtand it, that all . 

N perſwaſion, generaly do not receive Chriſt, nor imitate 

im &c. | „ IC 3 0 = 
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Frey have paſt over vu Sins;of Wie obe way,” which all o 
AI *ther People ſee; whereof ſome are almoſt; proper to them. Ho ina. 

_ *ny of them are Proud, Herce, Covetvis, Turblllent, Seditiout und 
| 8 Many of them preſume to Fudge, Cenſure, Reproach, 
*Revile and Traduce ſuch as are not of their way, tho Magiſtrates = 
And Miniſters. Not a few ſeem to place all Religion in 4 K for” 
Their. proper opinions, and in running ſeparate Courſes from thoſe 
ho are not of their Perſwaſion. Many df them are of a Fafious, 
Schiſmatical and Uncharitable Tenper, and have by their Bitter ul 1 
Yndiſerect zeal, been prompted to ſuch Inhumane, Barbarous & Cruel 
Achiont, which have been ſo much the more Scandalous, as being At- 
ed n Ott and Pretence-of Religion. Theſe and ſuch like 
mould be confeſſed Ingenuouſly, and Mourned for. And, O that ie 
might pleaſe God to make. us all ſenſible, hom far we have declined * 
 *from that Spirit and Temper, and the Behaviour and Converſation 
1 8 * tho Goſpel requires of us, and to diſpoſe us to Refotm and 
8 „„ T 0 tienioan 7 GY LODNS BY, 
: As to thoſe, things for which we ate deſired to Pray, we have all 
*reaſon heartily to joyn with them. There is only one expreſſion which 
© have obſerved, in which I fear they mean ſomewhat, for which T 
Taeannot join inPrayer with them. The expresſion is, chat that all theLords = 
People may be f one mind in the Lord. lf they mean by it, as they ſnould 
do, that they all agree in the Fundamentalr of Religion, and may wirh one 
wind and ane mouth Gloriſie God, and may live in Love an Peace,” 
And jointly purſue the attainment of Everlaſting Life, it is a very fit 
Petition, and we are all earneſtly to pray for it. But if they mean, 
that we are to Pray, that all may have the like Sentimentr with them- 
<{elves about the Government of the Church, and may conſider Pres- 
Steriam Government to be of ſuch concern and importance as they 
<themſelvestake it to be, Icannot joyn with them in it. ThatOpraion 
being the Source of moſt of the Diſtractions which abound among us, 
And depriving then who hold it, ot that Charity, they o to all who 
Mold the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Faich, & walk agreeably to 
. *the Laus of the Goſpel. It incapacitates them, who hold it, for per- 
*torming all Offices of Love to thoſe who are not of their Perſwaſion; 
And prompts them to behave towards all ſuch, as enemies to God and 
Religion. It makes them look, wich an Evil Eye, on thoſe —— 
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hurches whick have not ache mode of Government, and degets 6 
With, as not to be driven to it. 


2 ſenſe of our own! Sins, and the Sins of the Church and Nation | 
which we are Members, and to deprecate the Wrath and Heavy 


uns. We have diſobeyed and deſpiſed the Goſpel, and almoſt Uni- 0 


Sir, you know very well that the Reverend Mr. Charters was 
- Perſon of great underſtanding and learning, and of no leſs Probiry, © -_ 
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chem a neglect, diſlike and averſion from theie Churches. 590 
Iuſe not to ſpeak ſo. much 6f theſe things in fuch an Auditory, 
nor had 1 now ſpoken of them, if we had been ſo diſcreetly dealt 


pr 


„on the Thurſday, being the Dey eppointed | for the Faſt, I ſaid: 5 
This Day is ſet apart for Faſting & Humbling our ſelves under the 


Judgements which our Sins deſerve; and to beg Mercy from God &c, 
And ind eed it is evident that we ate all highly Guiliy before God, 
and have grievouſſy provoked him to Wrath and Indignation againſt 


private Perſons without Authority. I wiſh- the Vacancies they have 
made, may not be ſupplied by Scandalous Perſons,” or ſuch as are - 
Weak and inſufficient and deſtitute of a night ſenſe and underſtanding 
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Humility and Piety; that he was flow to ſpeak, and thought well 
what he ſpoke; and nothing but the deep ſenſe he had of this Evil, _ 
would have forced him to ſay ſo much on this Subject. 
Among the many reaſons given, in the 9b. and 10th. pages of tze 
Caſe, why the greateſt part of the Reformed Churches ſaw it fit not tio 
. EIN throw |. 0 
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_ . . throw away the Antient and Apoſtolick Order of -Imparity and Sub- 
pau among the Paſtors of the Church; the Remarier nibbles onlx 
a pitt of one of them, their obſerving that where there i Parity;there 
3 alſo Prelicy upon the matter, er a continual: Strife and Confuſion, 
ie asks if this be defign'd to throw a Reproach upon all Judicatories 
where matters are manag'd by Judges acting in Parity &c. The mat- 
ter in Debate is concerning Church Officers; and the very reafon 
_ given by Jeron, why Epiſcopacy was eſtabliſhed in theApoltolick times, 
was, becauſe of the Strife and diviſions that aroſe from this Parity; 
And we have not reaſon to think that the Paſſions and Cortuptions of 
men are more mortified now. And the inſtances, the Remar ker brings of 
© other Judicatories, are not parallel: They have not ambulatory but ſta. 
= ted Prefidents, and both the Aatiertt & modern Common-Wealths, are 
 * Models very different from the Scots Presby terian Government. The 
| F- Hrgument. in the Caſe does not infer, as the Remarker pretends, Rem.). 
wo That every Cauſe ſhould be judg d by one Monarchical kind of a man 
Xe. The Presbyterian Miniſters ate ſtill taken up about the exercifing 
. of Chriſt's Kingly Power, and do all look upon themſelves as his 
e  Leivtenant-Depuries, and are much taken up about the making of 
1 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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new Acts and Ordinances, and exacting Obedience to them, and cen- 


. 
— 


Turing and judging thoſe that do not in all things come up to them, 
and getting the Civil power to enforce their Ordinances; and they are 
never more elevated than when they ate on the head of Armies, and 
© Advancing the Kingdom of Chriſt by Pike and Muſquet, into other 
Maations, as in the Glotibus and happy Days of the Solemn League and 

Covenant; When the General Aſſemblies and Commiſſions were 
mighty Courts indeed, and determined the Fate of Kings and Mo- 
narchs, and made the Greateſt humble themſelves before them. For 
mm part, I lock upon all theſe meaſures as Anti-Chriftian indeed, 
And am perſwaded that the Spirit of Anti-Chtiſt has not confin'd bim- 

Telf within the Church of Rome. My Kingdom is not of this world, 

AIaith our Lord, % wauld my Children fight. The Kingdom of Gad 

tit within you. Jeſus Chriſt came te teach men by word and deed 
how to yield up their Wills to God and to deny themſelves. He 
train d up a Colledge of Paſtours to Preach this Goſpel of the King. 

Zoom to others. and that each of them alſo might be Head, Guide ard 

Watchman of ſuch another Colledge and Society of Paſtors, as Ay ö 
th 051 3 OE | , * | T „ een 
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Walle all continued in the Spitit of Chriſt Jeſus, there was no place 
for debates of this Nature, The Presbyters Reverenc'd their Overſeer 


And did nothing without his Counſel and Direction, and the Overſeer 
went before them, chiefly in Self denial, and in reckoning himſelf as 
the leaſt of them, and à Servant of them all. And while they thus 


did ithe will of God, they knew of tbe Dolttine whether 41's God, 
able: they Rept the Myſtery of Faith in 4 Pure Cor ſcience, but when 
they put away the lat, concerning the Faith they made Ship rack. 


Now, it is pofsible that one Good Man may be found ſooner than a 


Hundred or a Thouſaund. Or if a Biſhop be in ſuch an Errout as cor- 


rupts the Faith, or abett others that do ſo, he may be corrected By the | 


Colledge of Biſhops, or b¹aA National Allembly, or by the Sy nod of 


Presbyters. If on the othet hand the moſt part of the Minifters of a 


-Presbyterie, or of a Synod, or of a*Genersl Aſſembly are not good 


Proud, & c. Having a farm f Godlingſs," but denying the Tower of 


, & - ; WY" "26 | 7d | 3 *. | "Yi Re | Pay. th, 1 5 
been to them, and ſo onwards Aro all ſucceeding Ages and places. 


men, they can never be truly Orthodox; if they are uch as the a- | 
_ polile foretells ſhall be in, the laſt days, ben peridous'rimes ſhall 
come, that Men ſhall be Lovers of their own Seloes;Corugrous, Boaltess + 


"thereof, they may well be zealous for their Forms and Confeſſi oas, bat 


corrupt minds they reſiſt thetruth £5 are reprobat concerning theFeith. + 


Now, if the greatelt part of a hundred Ministers, or a Thouſand, are a 


to chaſtiſe the. eſſential diſorders.of Prelacy. If the Remarkor demon- 


ſtr of mem of this ſpiticy they are the ünfürteff per lone in the world. 


ſtrats that this cannot be, oris far leſs probable than the other, then | 


he ſays ſomething for the preference! of Parity, for inferiouts riſing 


up againſt. their ſupetiours,. for Sons chaſtiſing their Parents, eſſe ali 


cis eaſoning is meer Sophiſm. The Queſtion is not about the torm 


of Government, of this or that Church; for perla ps they had all need 


to be bettered and amended. But in general, ift he W any 


- 'Church-Officers above Presbyters be contrary 1b the word d 


f God, tbe _ 
Laſtitution of Feſus Chriſt: and the Nature and Ends of Church Go-. 
Vvernment. That ſuch an Imparity is of æxoellent uſe to preſetve both 
ſtom Schiſm and Etrour, is demonſtt ated by mat ter of Fat in the e- 
_ nJormedof. Bobumia tor 200:years; till they were wholly opprefyd and 
Tooted our hy ihe Houſe of Aria; and there was never . : 
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4 they can never ſtand. for the truth, as it is in Chriſt jeſus being men 1 
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|; oF ihe ufcfulloeſsof Precbyterian Parity as to either. As to the Conlti- 


tution of a National Synod, perhaps it needed to be helped. But 
then ĩt is to be remembred, that the Calling ofthe Weſtminſter Aſſen- 
50) depended entirely, upon the Exgliſh Parliament, by it all the Mem- 
bers were particularly nominated, nothing could be propoſed or de- 
bated there, without the Parliatnenr's allowance; the Parliament did 
nominate the Praſes, ſo that if the prevailing part of the Parliament 


ö mas for Independent Church Government, tavour'd Antinomianiſin, 


and d entertain d many other errours contrary ro-the Spirit, Life and 


11 g Docter in of Chriſt Jeſus, there were no hopes that chat Aſſembly would 
correct chem. And 


| yet its Confeſſion of Faith, mult be to us the Standart 
„ ede e eee 
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not infer, as the Remarſter would have it, that it may and ought to be 
ſio in the inferiour Judicatories alſo, elſe the Remarter muſt grant 


| - there may and ought 10 be a Parig in Kirꝶ Seſtons and the Lay EI. 


5 1 ; 
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WES - ders ought by Courſe to be Choſen Moderators of the Kirk · Seſſion, 


28 Me,, George Buchanan was of the General Aſſembly. If it be ſaid 


4 | | © "the Miniſter is ag Elder a degree above the Lay Elder, and therefore 
j : is an Elder a-degree-above the Miniſter, and therefore-ought to be 
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nt Modetatot of Kirk Seſſions, fo I ſay the Biſhop 


conſtant Moderator of the Synod of Miniſters, over whom he is Over - 
| ehe WHIT 
P. 10. That the Author 


i -the Caſe ſeems but too much diſpoſed. for a Pope over the whole 


Church and that ane F tbe Reaſont memioned, in the 91h P. of the 


If © - Caſe, why the Reformed Churches kept up an Imparity of Church 
_ Officers, (vis. chat as every particular flock of Chriſtian People 


needed a Paſtor and a Watchman, ſo did every Flock of 
Paſtors need a Watch; man to ſuperintend them Proves tbe 
neceſſity of a Pope, ot nothing at all, ſhews only the rhe temper of 


iy his Spirit: And the Author of the Imparity among Paſtors has brought 


in Calvin to baffle him to excellent purpoſe, which becauſe ir diſco- 
vers how far he was ſrom being à Scots Presbyterian, I ſhall here Re- 
- peat. In a Letter to the King ol Poland he faith: Neither is it poſſible 
ot convenient that there ſhould be one head of all the Churches upon 


Band, for chat would far exceed the Capacity ot human weakneſs ; 
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*neither could it be adapted to common uſe. Indeed the Antient 
Church appointed Pattiarches; and withall conſtituted Primates over 
abe Reſpedixe Provinces ; that by this Bond of Concord the Biſhops 
might abide in the firmer, Union among themſelves. Even as if now 
2 days there were one Arch - Biſhop ſer over the moſt illuſtrious King- 
dom of Poland, not to Lord it over the teſt, or to deprive them of 
the Right that belongs to them, and to arrogate it to himſelf; But 
that for Orders lake, he ert free in the Synod, and maintain a 
Holy Unity amongſt Colleagues and Brethren. Next, there, might be 
Provincial or City Biſhops, who ſhould take particular care of preſerv- 
ing Order; for Nature teaches this, that one ſhould be choſen in every 
Colledge upon whom the chief care may lie. For it is quite another 
thing to have a Charge and honour fo moderated as is conſiſtent with 
humane power, than by a boundleſs Empire to graſp at the whole 
Farth. Thus Calvin thought not that ſuch a, ſuperiority above ordi- 
nary... Paſtors was Anti-Chriſtian, or that it proy'd; the neceſſity of a 


„ 15 FF CSF bo the 
E "The. foreſaid Author of Imparity among Paſtors. &c. (as many o- 
: thers before have done) has evidently made appear, that ſuch an Impa- 
rity was at firſt eſtabliſhed at the Reformation in Scotland; that the 
Superintendents bad power to vi/it all the Churches within their Dia- 
ceſs, to place Miniſters, to Ordain them, to try their Liſe, diligence and 
behaviour, to examin and Cenſure their Doctrine, to Tranſplant them, 10 
call their Synods, conſtantiy to preſide in them, to. receave Appeals | 
| bn particular Miniſters and Kirk Seſſions and to determine in them. | 
The Miniſters were bound to be Subjed to them in all. Lam ſul Admoni- 
tions, not to admit perſons guilty of Repeated Crimes to publick Repen- 
tance or of groſs Crimes, untili they ſent iben firſt to the S uperinten- 
dent. They were Solemnly Conſecrated to the Office; And. the Su- 
perintendant of Louthian, at his inſtalling Arno 1560, is called by 7obn 
Knox, the Paſtor of #be Churob of 3 and theſe. who repreſent 
that Country, promiſe to give obedience to him az. becomes the Sheep to 
their Paſtor, - Neither were theſe Superintendents appointed at firſt far 
the Interim, in this ſenſe, that after the Churches were once planted, 
ſuch an Imparity ſhould be totally. abrogated, but rather that it ſhould: | 
* be more Regularly. eftabliſhed. For in the Book of Church Policy it | 
- 4 . i aid of the Election of n. Such is the preſent neceſſity 
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V 
char the Examina tion & admiſſion of Su 

2s afterwards it muſt; for the preſent we think it ſufficient that the 

Council Nominate ſo many . 8 the Provinces above written, 


br then give Commiſſion ro men of be} knowledge, who have the teat 
of God, to do the ſame; the Gentlemen ard Burgeſſes of Towns with- 
n the Dioceſs being always made privy at this time to the Ele d ion, 
eas well to bring the Church in pra ice of her Liberty, as to make the 
*Paſtours better favoured of the Flock, whom themſelves have choſen. 
Again, it is there ordered that after the Church fhall be eſtahliſhed 
Land chree years paſt, no man hall be called to the Office of Superin- 
*rendent who has not two years at leaſt given à proof of his faithful 
Labours in the Miniftry: of ſome Church. That they were liable 10 
the cenſureof the Body of thoſe over whom they Superintended, did not 
take away their Superiority and Superintendency over every particular 
Paſtor, who was liable to the Cenſure of the Superintendent: that even 
| where Popiſh Biſhops embraced the Reformation rhey had Commiſſi= 
ons given them to Ordain Miniſters, & exerce Juriſd;Qion within their 
; bounds, Mr. Petrie informs us. And to affirm, as the Remarker does, 
that the Superintendents were never honoured to be Moderators of the 
Aſlembly, is a piece of Confidence that none could be guilty of, but fuch 
as cannot be lock d out of Countenance, tho convicted of the moſt im - 
pudent fal ſehoods. The Office of Biſhops was really uſed in Scotland 
till the year 1580 when it was abrogated by the Aſſembly at Dundee... 
And in their very act of ation it is ſaid, Forarmuch as the Office 
"of Biſhops is now wfed within this Realm. And when, before that time, 
the name as well as the Office of Biſhop was eſtabliſh'd in this Church, 
cate was taken that they ſhould have no more power than the Superin- 
tendents had. So that by the acknowledgement of the Aſſembly the 
Office of Superintendent and Biſhop was all one. It is evident then, 
that Epiſcopacy has been a far longer time owned by this Church than 
Presbytery; that for twenty years after the Reformation, whether under 
the name of Superintendents orBifhops, this Imparity continued till the 
year 1580. That tho ſome Provincial Syncds were ſet up then in place 
of the outed Bifhops and Superintendents in theſe Provinces, yet was 
there no Presbytery before the year 1586. Nor any of theſe Judicatories 
legally eſtabliſhed, before 1592. and within eighteen years after that, 
or twenty, Biſhops were again effabliſhed by. the Act of Aſſembly 3 * 
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und Ratified in Parliament 16 12, and continued fo the ſpace of twenty 
eight years, till the Aſſembly at Gl gere, 1638. Tt hath then beanlong- 
er ond than e by this Church in times of Peace. I is be- 
coming then, not to emn this ReformedChurch, as having in thoſe 
times owned Government unlawful and againſt the word ot God. g 
we will believe the Remarker, Remark. 7, & 9. There is no way to | 
event Errour but pp mayo and the Order of the Kirk of Scotland, 
and for this he Vouches the Authority of King Janes the VI. If Preſ- 
byrerie was-the Government eſtabliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, how came 
they to ſuffer Epiſcopacy to be Eſtabliſhed throughout rhe whole Ca- 
tholick Church ſo ſoon after the Days of Chriſt and his Apoltles, 
without remonſtratingagainſt it? It ſeems the Primitive Presbyterians 
have not been ſo zealous for this Goverament, as the Reformed Soct: 
presbyterians. Thoſe were for Righteouſneſs, Mercy, Faith and the - 
ove of God ʒ but theſe for the ſetting up of Chriſts External Kingly 
Power upon Earth. It ſeems the principles of rhe Herd let looſe julti- 
fieing the Horrid Murrher of King Charles the I, and the Aſſaſſination 
of the Arch-Biſhop of St. Andrews, are lnnocent and Humleſs princi- 
ples; elſe all the Minifters, Presbyteries, Synods and General Aſſemi- 
— — have let it paſs up and down among their People with- 
out . nor would they have received the Author of it in- 
to Miniſterial Society without a publick recantation. But what if the 
Church Government be founded upon an Errour? Thar it is the only - 
Government eltabliſh'd by Chrift in his Church? What if their Mal. 
Ard of the Chriſtian Religion keep out the moſt eſſential parts of Chri- 
ſtianity ? How ſhall the eſſential diſorders of ſuch a Conſtitution be te- 
dreſſed by the Presby'eries, Synods and General Aſſemblic:? Every 
Good Tree bringeth forth Good Fruit. . 
One would have thought that of all men King James the VI, would 
have been the laſt whom the Presbyterians would have adduced for a 
Foucher of the great Bleſſing of Presbyterie. His ſenſe of their Tem- 
77 and S irit is molt truely declared by himſelf in his Inſtru ions to 
is Son, Prince Henry, in his Basmjj e Ader Lib. 2. As | here ſer them 
down in his own words. The natural Sickneſſes that have ever troubl - 
ed and been he decay of all the Churches ſince the beginning of the 
World, changing the Candleſtick from one to another, as 8. 7% hn 
Lalth, have been Pride, Ambition and Avarice ; and now laſtly 3 
42939874 : 1 ame 
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ume Infirmities wrought the overthro of the Popiſn Church in this 
Dountty and divers othets. But the Reformation of Religion in Scot- 


ard being extraordinarily wroughtby God, wherein, many things were 
Snordinuely done by a Popular Tumult and Rebellion;of ſuch, as blind- 


*y were doing the work of God, but clogg'd with their own Paſſions 
and particular Reſpects, as well appeared by the deſtruction of our 


*Palicy ; and not proceeding from the Princes. order, as it did in our 
Neighbour Country of England, as likeways, in Denmark, ard ſundry 


bother parts in Germany; ſome ſierce Spirited Men in the diniſtery 
|  *pot ſuch a guiding of the People at that time of Confuſion, as finding 


Che Gult of Government ſweet, they begouth to fantaſie to themſelves 


2 Democratick form of Government; and having (by the iniquity of 


time) been over well baited upon the Wrack, firſt of my Grand- mo- 
ether, and next of my own Mother, and after uſurping the Liberty of 


ehe rime in my long Minority, ſettled themſelves ſo. faſt upon the l- 


magined Democracy ; as they fed themſelves with the hope to become 
*Tribunt plebis, and ſo in a Popular Government by leading the people 


by the Noſe, to bear the ſway of all the Rule. And for this cauſe there 


never roſe fałtion in the time of my Minority, nor trouble ſenſyne, : 
ebut they that were upon the factious part were ever careful co per- 


- *ſwade. and allure theſe, unruly ſpirits among the Miniſtry, to ſpouſe 


*that quarrel as their. own; wherethrough 1 was oft times calumniated 


\ Un their popular Sermons, noc for any evil or vice in me, but becauſe l 


was a King, which they thought the higheſt evil. And becauſe they 
were aſham d to profeſ> this quarrel, they were buſie to look nartow- 
Ay in all my actions; and, I warrand you, a moat in my eye, yea a falſe 
Teport was matter enough for chem to work upon: and yet for all 
their cunning, whereby they pretended to diſlinguiſh the lawfulneſs 


tot the Office from the vice of the perſon; ſome of them would ſome- 


times ſnapper out well groſſelie with the truth of their Intentions : 
einforming the people chat all Kings and Princes were naturaly Ene- 
mies to the Liberty of the Church, and could never patiently bear the 


eyoke of Chriſt : with ſuch ſound Doctrine fed they their Flocks, And 


<ecauſe the Learned, Grave and honeſt men ot the Miniſtry, were e- 
ter 2ſham'd and offended with their temerity and preſumption, preaſe 
*ing by all good means by their Authority and example to reduce them 
0 & greater moderation - there could be no way found our ſo meet in 
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r them, for maintain- 
Ang their Plots, as Parity. lo the Church: whereby. the Ignetagts 
*wete emboldened. (as Bairdes ),to cry the Learned, Godly and Mo- 
deſt our of it: Paricie's, the Mother of T podroony to Unity 
which is the Mother of Order. For if by the Example thereof once 
*Eftadliſhed in the Eccleſiaſtick Government, the Pclitick and Civil 
Eſtate ſhould be drawn io the like, the great Confuſion that there - 

z upon would ariſe may eaſily be diſcerned. Take heed there tote (m 

Son) co fuch Puritans, very Peſts in the Church and Common weal; 
*xhorm no deſerts can. obleiſh, neither Oaths nor Promiſes bind; breath» 


ang nothing butSedition & Calumnies, aſpiring without Meaſure, Rail- 


*warrand of the Word) the Square of their Conſcience: I proteſt be- 
Jore the great God, and fince 1 am here as upon my Teſtament, it is 
no place tor me to lie in, that yee ſhall never find with any Hieland 
r Bordour Thieves greater Ingratitude, and moe Lies and vile Per- 
Juries, than with thele Phanatick Spirits. And ſuffer not the Princi- - 
Palls of them to brook, your Land, if you like to fit at reſt ; except 
s «owe keep them for trying your patience, as Socrates did an 
evil wiſe, 8 . OW | wn" 
And for preſervative againſt their poiſon, entertain and advance 
the Godly, Learned and modeſt men of the Miniſtry, Whom-of 


( God be Ttaiſed) there lacketh not a ſufficient number: and by their 


*Provifion to Biſhopricks and Benefices ( annulling that vile Act of An- 
_ *nexation, if ye find it not done to your hand) yee ſhall not only 
baniſh their conceited Parity, whereof I have ſpoken, and their other 
 *maginarie grounds; which can never ſtand with the Order of the 
 ©Church, nor the peace of a Common-weal and well Ruled Monarchy: 
ut ye ſhall alſo Re eflabliſh the Old Inſtitution of the three Eſtates 
ein Parliament, which can no otherways be done. But in this 1 kope 
< if God ſpare me 22 to make you a fair entrie, allways where 
- | leave, follow yee my Steps. _ „„ 
And to end my Advice anent the Church Eſtate, Cheriſh no Men 
mote than a Good Paſtour, hate no man more than a proud Puritan: 
*hinking it one of your faireſt Stiles to be called a Loving Nouriſhing 
Father to the Church; ſeeing all-the Churches within your Dominion 
plaated with good Paſtors, the 8 the Seminaty of the Church) 
7 ETD | PP IT 96 9 


- 
8 » 
— 
* 
— 
J 4 1 ws 


— 
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aJUameo, the LJOgrine apa 1 PR Wat | 
o Gods Word) 7 {uffitient proviſion-for'rhej# Sn ſtenution? u chef 
Beider id (heir Policy, Pride punithed? Homilfy atyanced, and chef 
io to Reverence their Supetiours, and their Flocks them, as the flou- 
Fiſhing of your Church in Piety, Feace and Learning, may be one of 
ihe chief points of your Earthly Glory; being ever alike ware with 


Do fk rhe Pxttetnfties; 48 Welt as ye fepreſs the vain Puritan, 0 not 


- .  * "This account given by K. e. VI. is a greater evidence chat it was 


*o ſuffer proud Papal Biſhops But zs ſome for their qualities ill 
{deſerve to be preferred before others,” fo chain them with ſuch Bonds 


s maypreſerve thatEftate from'creeping to corruption. 


dy the contentious Pride, and influence of ſome upon their brethren, 
that parity was ſettled here Anno 1580. and that from that time the 


' beginning of all dur confufions may be dated; than your Friends Rea- 
_"Joning Rem. 9. is a preſumption againſt it; to wit, that ſuch men 
_ would rather have uſed their influence to get themſelves made Pre- 
lates; than to put all their Brethren, and keep them, in a Level with 
themſelves: For, I doubt not he will grant that Norah and his Com- 
pany had às much Pride and Ambition as 'thefe - men, and yet rhey - 
ought only to put all in a Level with themſelves. They ſay to Me- 
Jes and Aaron, Numb. 16. 3. Ire take too much upon you, ſeting al! 
tbe Congregatian are Holy, wherefore then lift you up yourſelves above 
. pf tbe Lord. © 
I good carnelt, Sir, does not the Remarker in his 9th,” and 1th, 
© Rem. give weighty Reaſons why the Presbyterians thought fit in the 
Reign of K. 7a. VI. to be ſo uneaſie to his Government, and in that 
of his Son to deſtroy the peace and proſperity of this Ind. Why, K. 
Tames by the Authority and conſent of Gereral Aſſemblſes, introduced 


4 Conflant Moderators in Presbyteries andS nods ( as the Miniſters them- 


ſelhes had dene in Church Seffions) which mightily offended ſome, tho? 

they could not produce one Authority, that they ought to be Ambu- 
atem, either from the Scripture, or practice of the Church in any Age; 
he baniſh' d one or two Minitters for offering to hold aGeneralAſlembly, 
tho he had appointed the adjournmenr' of it to another time, and they 
give in a Declinitor againft the Authority of his Privy Council in that 
matter; tho the Divine right of yearly Gen. Aſſemblies, can never be 
© made appear; and the*Retormed Church of Holland hath no Ge af 
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1 oolengy of ath 4865-1 And 11h is 
dome Mor- ihe Parliameny;of EAG to pack ad, Alembly, of Bi- 

vines, and from chat packt Allembly ue mut have a Large Confeſſion 


ge Catechiſms 10 be. the Standard, of the, Chriſtian Religi- 
on et it was heinpus crime in K. Fames that hy the ſame Becſe - 
fraltical „Authomty of Gen Allgmblics ( w W e called packe 
L E feaſpnhche ſetiled a moderate. Eoiſcopacy, and; ome Rites in 
Charch, ſome of which were neceſſaty, and others uſeful and de- 
cent; ſuch às, that when Children ate grown up, they thould be 
brought in à ſalema manner to renew their; Baptiſmal Vom; Baptiſm, 
3 — to dying Intants; nor the Holy Communion to 
qying Chriſtians; chat the moſt; Solemn Att, of, Elvine, Worſhip, the 
| Holy Communion, fhould be performed in the moſt feverend manner; 
& that the great my ſteries of our Redemption, in the lncarnation, Death, 
Reſur action & Aſcenſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, & the coming of 
the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould be Solemnly commemorated yearly upon cet- 
tain dayes ſet a part for that end (which were called the Perth Arti- 
cleshif theſe were the terrible crimes, for which ſome Miniſtets hought 
it to give ſuch diſturbance: and confuſon both to Church and State. 
But his Son K. Gar les his Crimes were yet more intolerable. All 
Churches of the World, have fer forms of publick Prayer and Admi- 
 niſtrarion of the Sacraments: Calvin was fo convinced of the conveni- 
* ency of this, that in his Letter to the Duke of Semerſer Protector in 
England, in the Days of K. Edward the VI, he ſays: As touching the 
Fon of Prayer and Ceremonies of the Church, I approve very much 
that it be ſet, and that it bee not: Lawful for the Miniſters to recede 
From it in their Function, as welt to help the Simplicty and Unskilifull- 
neſs. of ſome, as that the Uniformity of all abe ſeveral Congregations 
may better appear: and finally, that the defultory and capricious Leviiy 
ef ſuch as aße Novelties may be encountered and flopped. MartinBucer, 
bone of the moſt Famous among the Reformers, did ſo greatly approve 
of the Liturgy of the Church of England ( as it is approved of by all 
the forraign Churches) that he declared, he ſawy nothing in 
mt wbich is not taken out of the Mord of God, or at leaft, which is not . 
 greeable ashereta. Now King Charles committed an unpardonable 
| Crime, in appointing for Scaszand a Ser Form of Publick Erayers and 
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. vernment, he appointed ſo 


ont. - Mill,” but in ſo far as it 
7 thing muſt be thrown away that is contain'd in the Muſſe Book, then 


WET the Cases being formed by the advice of ſome in Englend cin be as 


from Geneva, and the confulting'of fg about ir, can infer any De- 


improved agiinſt the Soveraign Independency of this Nation. And tho 


In it ſelf no greater Crime, than Mr: Robert Pont 4 Minfter his bein 
one of the Lords of Seſſion approven of by the Gen. Aſſembly, a 


which the prevailing partie then, did turn all into Confuſi n. And 


the diſtomented factions in the State, ſerving themſelves of the Mini- 
ſperity of this Is/and, they concur'd with them to ſer up their beloved 


actions in the Church as well as in the State, and theſe carried all be- 
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nl Almlnilfiarion of the . 59 — 15 "che deer eee : 
Ee, And every Church havi Rules and Cunons for Ge 
e e pee Toner the Church of Se sd Narbe 
the Proteſtant Epifcopacy there is no mote of the Pope, chan there iu 
- of a Mafs Prieſt in a Mister; or of 2 Conclave of Cardinal Presbyrers - 
IE ins Conni of the Ger. If. And the Scott Liturgy as well as the 
Fin, bas no ſibuels ( as the Nen tr pfrraſeih it) to the Romii,νỹ, 
iSigrecable to the word of Gddi' fot i evetx 


litile improven again the Soveraign Independency of this Nation, as' 
the borrowing of out old Scers Liturgy and Presby terian Government 


| ence upon that Rare; or the borrowing the WeſtminFer Confe fron = 
: — Crhoins from the Aff. of Divines in Exgland could have been 


Arch Biſhop Sporewood's being advanced to theChancellours Office, was 


was againſt no Law of the Land; yer theſe were the great Crimes for 
"therefore the Remarker ſays, it is a baſe miſrepreſenturion to lay; that 
ſters to kindle and blow the Fire which deſtroyed the peace and pro- 


_ parity agiin. Now where the miſrepreſentation lies, I do not under- 
| Rand. Will be fay there are no diſconteated Factions in the State? or 
that the Miniſters did not blow the Fire, did not preach to the times? 
or that the Factions in the State did not help them to ſet up Parity 
again, and introduce ir by force and violence? Ay! bur the calling it 
weir be/oved parity” is an evidence from the Author of the Cafe his on 
words, thit Prelacy was bated by the then Miniſtry of Scotland, and 
Perity and -Presbytery beloved. Why, it is well-known there were 


1 fore them, thruſt out the Miniſters who were moſt reſolute againſt 


* 


die Lords Prayer, the Apoſtles Creed &c. muſt be laid aſide. I know 
f not if it is for this reaſon that the Presby terians have done ſo) and tho 


* 4 . 1 
- * Pd : 


_ thgir practices, and made the reſt to comply with them, partly ub 
"plauſible pretences, and parily out of Reap to be thruſt, frm en OF = 
Aces and Livings:, and What fatal. Miſchuefs 5 KOvett both upon 

Thurch and State, 1 appeal t the Teſtimony of the Learned Dr. Sure 
net's Father, an eye wunefs of thoſe times, as well as to his * 


Men. of the Houſe of Haniltaun: and how much the generality of 
the Miniſters, and of the people, 'oaned under this Tyranny, appeared 
from their ready embracingo e e Government of the Churck 
pon its Reſcitupion i s ue 
©" In the 1175. and. 12 h. Pages of the Caſe &c. it was faid, that after 
tthe late. Revolution, the Presby terians got -themſelyes ſeuiled into a 
dne form of Government, got the Chutch-Government eſtabliſhed in 
the hands of, and exerciſed by, thole [ 50 ] ſurviving Presbyterian 
*Miniſters who were outed ſince the firſt of Zenz- 1661. and ſuch Mi- 
*niſters and Elders only as they had admitted, or hereafter ſhould admit 
ot receive, with power thro' the whole Kingdom, to try and purge. 
out all inſufficient, negligent, Scandalous and erroneous Miniſters, 
and to fedreſs all other Church Diſorders; and o got all the reſt of © 
*the Miviſters of the Nation ſtript of the one half of their Miniſteri- 
Al Funs ion, and abſolutly ſubjected to their power and Authority: a 
Kind of Imparity, never before heard of, and deſtructive to the vetyx 
4 Ptinciples of Presbyrery._ To this the Remarker anſwers by asking 
. | two Queſtions, the one is, what elſe could be done? and the other, 
| would they not expect that the Parliament ſhould-put the Gevernment © 
is the bands of the Surviving Biſhops, and ſuch as they ſhould aſſume, 
er would they put ihe Govetnment into, or continue it in the bands of 
| Prechiiiviag Minifters, whether they ſhould. conform or be aſſumed, or | 
not? Sir, You know it is eaſie to give a diffinct anſwer to theſe. 
Queſtions ; As to che laſt, you know the very nature of Epiſcopacy R-f 
quires that the chief adminiſtration of Eceleſiaſtical Jurisdiction ſhould 
be in der and therefore if ſome. Presbyters refuſe to corcur in 
the exercile of it with the Biſhop, when he requires nothing of them 
but what is Juſt, and will needs exerciſe it ſeparately. from him; hey, 
make a Schiſm: But the nature of Presbyrery requires not that the; 
Adminiſtration ſhould be put into the hands of a Few, but of all the 
Presby ers within the Nation. And NS e to aſſume. _ - 
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fers 'of the Nation except only whom they fall pleaſe ro aſſume into 


Aare of it, is an Jmparity never before heard of, and defitoyes the 


inciples of Presbytery. . As to the firſt Queltion char 'el/e could be 
one ? Sir, You know very well what both could and ought to 


_ + ave been done. Epiſcopacy . being laid aſide the exerciſe of Eccle/ia- 


tick Furiedif7ion remained in the hands of rhePresbyters of all: the Na- 


tion. It was a thing they could not be deprived of, without depriving 
them of their Office. Lou grant in Four Vindication of your Simon, 
7 


P. 28. That what God hath conjoyne 
tilate the Office of a-Presbytey, or ibe power that God has annext to it. 


none can ſeparate, none can mu · 


Giveme leave to ask you then, whether to the office of a Presbyter-be- 


longs not only the power to Freach the Goſpel & to adminiſter che Sa- 
craments, but alſo the power of Ecclefiaſtick Jurisdiction? and if at the 


Alte Revolution, the Miniſters then in Office were not veſted with this 


power in ConjunQion with their Biſhops?" Theſe things ther, as you 
acknowledge, which belongs to a Presbyter by vertue of the Order, 


cannot be taken away by any Church Prohibition. Will you not grant 


then, that this is a new ſort of Prelacy, a ſet of Presbyters ruling over 


all the reſt of the Presbyters, and mutilating that power which they 
_ .. confeſs cannot be ſeparated from the Office of a Presbyter? Sir, Do 


you really in this, ac according to your principles? ls it upon 3 State 


- . - of Church principle? Is this Authority given you from Jeſus Chriſt, 


or from the Gen. Aff. or from the Stare? Is nor this, in good earneſt, 


to be State Prelates, to aſſume Authority over the reſt of your Brethren, 


whom you acknowledge to be Presbyters as you are, and you grant 


5 that no Church prohibition can take from their Office thoſe thingy 
which belong to it vi Ordinis, by vertue of the Order. It is true, yu 
- have not ſaid that this may not be taken away by a State Prohibition. 


And now indeed it cannot be denied but you practice Eraſtianiſm with 


2 Witneſs. If it had been enafted, that the exerciſe of the Presbyteri- 
en Government, by Church Seſſions, Presby teries, Synods, Gen. Aſſem- 
blies ſhould be in che hands of all the Presbyters in Office thro 
the Nation, as being inſeparable from their Office, would you have 


thought this an unjuſt A& and contrary to the Inſtitution of Jeſus 


_  -Chrift? I know you would not. Do you think the Defection was ſo 


great by the Eſtabliſhment of Epiſeopacy, that they who were then in 


* _ . Ulce 


_. Office, or were afterwards eall d to it, were no Minifters of TeſusChrift» 


Tour Iniquity in it to his Death, looking on you as a company of State 


 *terie, as well as any of them. But it ſcems the Thir 


| PRs that the Rights, 


— 


3 


Power was reclaim'd againſt: how the Duke ot Hamiitaun oppoſed it, 


Poner you do it not. You know how: youraſſauming of this Prelatick. 
that one of your Friends the late Earl of. Dundonald, was tenfible of 


Prelates: the late Viſcount of Stairs, when ſome of the Epiſcopal 


- 


Miniſters had occaſion to complain to him, in privat, ot the hard mea- 


- fure; he ſaid. © Twas true, his principle was Presbyterian, | yet not ſacks 
As to make him ſeparate when Epiſcopal. Goyernment was Eftabliſhed;, 
Hut that in this matter, he had freely told the Presby terian Miniſters - 
That in this they acted contrary to the Fundamental principle of Pre 


Pyterie, and he thought, be ſaid, he underſtood the e of Presby-. 
| of Empire and Do- 
mination, with a little of Revenge, and a Pride to have all the poor E. 
piſcopal Clergy truckling under you, and ſtanding as Criminals at your: 
Bar, with an itch to expoſe them; tothe World, as a Company of er- 


Toneous, Ignorant, Scandalous, and ſupinely negligent perſons; thereby 


to ſer off your own excellent qualities, prevailed againſt all the RSE. 
monſtrances of equity, principle and Conſcience, Ji violandum e 


ms, 
 regnandi Cauſa violandum eff, is an Axiom- in the practice of - T4 


Empires than Rome: & in the Ecclefiaſtick as well as the. Civil. I do not 
in the leaſt mean this of you, Sir, but of ihe Spirit of the Party 


in which you have unfortunately engaged your ſelf, where: a man 


muſt be carried along with the Stream, contrary to the dictates of his 


Reaſon and Conſcience, and ſees't in vain for him to ſtruggle againſt. 


both wind and tile. N * 
Now, Sir, that in all this yon have acted againſt the Nature of Prefa. 


. 


by terian Government, and the Eſtabliſhment of ir in 1592. the foot on 
which yon now ſtand, I ſhall adduce an Evidence that 1 hope you will 


not caſt, and that is his late Majeſty K. William, the greateſt Friend ro» 
Presbyterie that ever fat ee yet in whoſe Reign ſome com- 
iberties- and Priviledges of the. People of 
otlan 
the fame Human Nature with others, were moſt trampled upon. 


Hear chen his Teſtimony againſt your meaſures, in this following, 
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© Tanivaty 1692. 
Well: beloved; we g 


Right Reverend and t you well. By out 


Church in this our Antient Kingdom of Scotland; and for bringing theſe 


MiIniſters, who formefly conform d to Epiſcop cy, to an Union with 


you in the Church Government by Presbyterie, as it is now Eſtablifh- 
ded by Law. And tho we had fair aflurance from he Commiſſion, of 


ier as we could have expected. e 4 
At is. repreſented to us, that you are not a full Geheral Aſſembly, 


«heir willingneſs to take in their Brethren into Minifterial Communi- 
don, yet there hath not been hitherto ſuch a progref, made in that mat- 


*here being as great a number of the Miniſters of the Church of Scor- 
Yand,as you are, who are not at all allowed to be repreſented, the the 
<were neithet purged out, upon the heads mentioned in the Act of 00 


Parliament, by the general meeting ot their delegates, or by the laſt 


*General Aſſembly; during which time there was no ſtop put to your 


procedure or Trial. Yet we have fignified our pleaſure to thoſe con- 
form Miniſters; not to inſiſt upon that point, bur to apply to yon in 


the terms of à Formula and Declaration which we have deliver 


4 


80 our Commiſſioner, willing rather, that this Union maybe the more 


Effectual and Cordial, that it mould be an Act of your own to receive 


eand aſſume into Church Government and Communion with you, ſuch 
s (hall addreſs to you in thefe terms, and fubſcribe the Confeſſion of 
Faith, which clears the ſoundneſs of their Principles, as to the Funda- 
mental Articles of the Proteſtant Religion. 1 2 
We do aſſuxe you, it is not our meaning and 
Scandalons Miniſters, and tho? there is more caution neceſſary in the 


Intention to protect 


vad miſſion of perſons to Sacred Orders, than in allowing them the ſhare 
*of Government in the Church which is conſequent to their Miniſtery; 


Plied to the Commiſſion; you might have opportunity to underſtand 


Abeir Circumſtances; And if any thing Scandalous ſhould hereafter 


appear, they ought then to be turn d out, notwithſtanding you now 


And that Scandals are neither to, be preſumed, nor lightly ſuſtained a- 
Vainſt Presbyters; And theſe Miniſters having Tome Months ago ap- 


1 


aſt from the Hague, ind by another in June from 
bur Camp at 4nderiick, directed to the Commiſſion of the laſt Ge · 
wWaeral Aſfembly, we have ſignified our Care for the Sertlement oſ the 
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bete be By all a af tial in order 10 chis Union at preſent 4 
d does not appeat very'necelliry;/ Vet for your Satisfaction in that point. 
| we will net deſize you te admitt any that may apply, again whom 
here may be 2 felevant accuſation inſtantly inftruQed by ſufficient 
Legal proofs. But where no ſufficient probations are adduced, we 
8 Judge ir juſt and neceſſaty that you admit thoſe that apply, and are 
not found Scandalous; and that the Fryal may be in open Aſſembly. And 
uch, as ate not juſtly found guilty, to be teceived before the General 
Aſſembly riſe. And in caſe chere ſhould be ſo many accuſations brought 00 
in, that there cannot be time to examine the proofs and adviſe he 
ame, during the ordinary time of the fitting of the General Aſſembl *E 
Or that ye cannot be well abſent from your Charges; In that caſe 5 8 
cchinłk ſit and juſt that you appoint two Commiſhons, one to fit at Eu-. 
burg h. immediately: afiet the zi ing of the General Aﬀembly, for diff 
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perlen ſe eee on 1 ohrael when 
= And we do expett, that you will zeſt'und:depend:upon 2 
ſuffer your ſelves to be impoſed upon; by hot r 88 firits, 
upon 40 ih * to- 
e hands of part 


| _ who, would carty. yon from. Moderation and Charir 
donne the whole Government of the Church; in 
1 l the Minifers, Which is both inconſiſtem with the Presbyterlan 
FBerounds, and the Plan ot Ghurch Govenmmente, eſtablüſhed by A of 
Patliament 4% 192. and Lately. ratiſied bycus in Farlis aden 
1 e et take care: to have effectually obſetvedd dd 
Me have ſent you the Earl of Larhias; as our Commiſſionets in 
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hom you have no reafon of Diffidence, whom w' trulſ as a 
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on - 
> off great Integrity and Affection, both for our Service, and the _ 
tes _ . of the Church and Countrey. And dot doubting, Sou will take theſe 
matters which-we have recommended to youdn the'firfi-placs-ro-pour | 
: 2 That before you fall upon other Bulineſs,you VG! 2 Aar 
8 e eb nee to the premiſſts ; VVe bid yon heartily * 
Given at Our Court at Kenſington; Fan whe! 269% und of 
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8 Ach of Parliament, as it Was eftabNhes in the year 
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- we ae iniveſted, in our ſeverul ſtations for the gloty-oF God, the Ad- 
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| 5700 f e rumnbly efite that all ſtops and ies igen y be 
3 ee et e gar bo i Presbyters, tyra 
PER * 3 , Ow 


4 
E 
— 
: 
1 


AS 07 : - : 0 \ * 
* — CO —— 1 LI — « 
* At = Fe k . we : \ Fi was * — a 4 1 g 
- —— — w 2nd . =— = 8 3 a r r NIECE 


w 


WWW 


"d.. «4 ; 
1 * * 


1 


5 Le rer * * * 


_ 
55 the 
And Scandalous . 55 Ang Tho fra n Hal 


duo confirmed by Aets of Parttar Do&r | 
pꝓroteſtant Religion profeſſed i in ene 1 eg ing * Ing! * 939 


e ee Double of the Formula of 2s rea, | 


4s Church ot Scotland 481 e 


þ _ that they be pot 
whole DEED of the Church j In 


To Tow 4 44 


{es” in concutredes pe 15 a 
. wy Government of tl the ee by Law, — 


Lu WH HL 


46 the Presb byterian Governm 
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id-Government, for * ty 
3 ppreſiing of Sin and Wickedneſs, the pro- 


Teribe the Coptefion of Faith: and the e | Sony will +04 
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. Tiftor perl 1s bs Sign'd by ail thoſe who ſhall bd eee, 
| | - do fincerly Sin by a 1 ier m_ | 


and, Q.. 
will, as becomes a Miniſtet of the Go olpel, heartiiy concur wich the 


rrer.Catechiſms . 


movin, ar po e ae tal oma be 


4 agalnſt whom accufations ſhall be bronghr, th — 
: be, che ons 
=p of Aa old  Presbyterian Miniſters, and tha 8 of thofe. who. 


Tormerly conformed: to Epiſcopacy, and wete then to be 
e a whoa thete is no nos 2 Ne | 
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' "the more Impartial, expedite. aud unfuſpetted, | He. tellsyou thats | 
mae of Government; is;confequenc. to their. Miniſtery. Yer you con- 
tine Milt ro remain the whole Gövernment in the han $ of à part of the + 
\, Miniſters, which is contrary to the delign of the Law, and the Preshy- 
dien Grounds, and che Plan of 1592, even King William being 
Judge, as well 3s it is contraty to Reaſon and Equity and the Natuxzs 
_ ofthe Paſtoral Office, as you Brant. And therefore what ,is ſaid in the 
- -  BthPageof the Ca/e. That he Preghyterian Mivilters could. not ig 
- © *Confletenee & Equity exerce Authority, and Lotd it over tieir Brethren, 
Aud Cite and ſudge them before rheir Presbyteries, Syncds., and Gene- 
al Aﬀemblies, where they are not allowed to Vote or to be lepteſent- 
ez is upon l by King William himſelf, and what yon 
confeſs ought not to be for you grant, hat ibe Power tobieb God J th 
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Fe ede Paſtoral Office none can l Hale from it... Therefore like 
Au lngenuous Nan, tell your mind plainly. in this, wichout a quibble.. 
RS Sir, in the 5th * of your Vindication you ſay, that which ther: 
| | $ 2 abjell anent Bat p. 
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r Supper are ſufficiently, anſwered bythe - 
WH Gentleman Letter, ànd the-Remarks on th "Cafe. .. 1 know you have : 
go © much Buftneſs, and have runn over theſe Papers ayes wes are will- 
ia it ſhould be thought the anſwers ate ſullicient, and therefore have _ 
Q your Approbatton'co ttiem,” "Give me leave then to ming you of. = 
| * 2 rhe ſtate of rhe" matter. 1 pt 2 * Lee, 2 bo b N Pet 4 75 . 
ad % the complaint is made In the 16 page, in behalf of e 
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People of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion, why they ſcruple the Presbyterfan 
_ - Communion; becauſe therein ee made an Initiation inia 6. Parkin 
pill cular Sol md Peri, andnot. into the Catholick Church : by binduv 55 4 
une Parents for enſelptr and Hatt, ro t Weltmlolter e, 
a and Linger and porter Catechiſm, as the Summary, of ths Chriſtin 
' | Religion, to which they cannot conſent, but to ihe terms of {nitiation As 
eie Catbolick Church of Chriſt, owning rhe toord of God contained Jn. 
die Scriptures for the Rule of their Faith, and the Ant 1448 Apoltolus "= 
- © Greed for the Symbol Mit. 10 his the Gentlemats Anſwer in ihe ho 
{ Edirion'of his Letter F. 17. is, Thr 8 this, Is abſurd and 
LE ridiculous, and firtkes as much againſt all Chuches : At Baptiſm, the 
es! *Miniffers, ith he, oblige the Parents to own, and to engage to bring 
up their Children in the Faith of the Chriſtian Reformed Religion, con- 
Wusel inthe Seriptures, and more Summary comprehended in tne 
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Cdufeſſion of Faith, the Laiger and ea techiſhn, Is this 


take the- fame Engagements with reſpe - TO: the form of ſound Words 
they have adopted? And -is there not ſuch a notable Harmony Mp 


our Confeſſion and thoſe of other 'Chutches, as England, Holland: 


Proteſtant Church of France, &c. As may make a Man that has not 
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leave it'to'the Gentleman himſelf, to explain and apply 'bie Lots 
Phraſe and ſhew the pertinency of it; it is like, the poor ttripe Epiſcas 


pal Miniſter is che Traveller with an empty purſe, but let him tell 


__ whom he means by the Thief or Robber. As to the notable Harmony, 
between the Weſtminſter Confeſſion and choſe of other Churches, the 


judgement ot Geneve" appears; by this, That the Collection of the ſe- 


vetal Confeſſions of the Reformed Churches, called Corpus & Symagma 


Confeſſonum, &c. being grown ſcarce, was Re · printed at Geneba 654. 


In the firſt Edition were inſerted the XX RlX Articles of the Chuich ot 


England, as having publ ick Authority, and our Coufeſſion of Faith ra- 


tified dy Act of Parliament in the Reign of K. J. VI.. In this latter 
Edition, ſome moved ic have them left our, and the Neu Weſtminfler 


Confeſſion put in ſtead thereof; but this Motion was wholly reje ed, 
and the former continued, without fo much as mentioning the IV. Con- 


feſ-ion: tho at the ſame time they added the Confeſs ion of Oyrilizs pa- 


Sie, As to the boſe Calumny, whereof the Gentleman accuſeth the 
Author of the Caſe, it is either in relating a matter of Fatt that is not 
true, as to the manner of their Baptiging; and of this the Gentleman 
[cleats him, by telling the Manner of it: or it is in ſaying, that thereby 


they Baptize into a particular Sei; and that this is a baſe Calummy, 
-the Gentleman proves, by asking. if every Church: dort not rake 3 
Engagements "with reſprct to the Form bf Sound Words\they\tiave 


ane | 
e The Author of the Cafe; Edit. 2. p. 35. makes appear, That 
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triarch of Conſtantinople; and that of the Reformed: Churches of Poland 
und Lithuanid, made by the General Aſſembly of Tharen, Anno 1645. 


if rhe Gentleman had been à Miniſter, this would have been à ter ; 


4wilful.Calurfiny againſt,” for ought he knows, all che Churches in he 
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er da eee, — ular Fern — - - 
Several Churches of Raglond;: Proteſtant "Chugehi of Btanty, And 
=_ chat in theſe and Sertzdr lend; Moiland, Grempays yeaiand in 

.Charch-of-Roame,; chey do not e cb of abeitparticular r 

eſsions; but only of the; Apokolick Creed; the Baptiſmal Vom of 
keene the Devil, the worldo8©theFleſh; And he makes appear, that 
n there cinmnot be a greater diſſer nice donetatheReligion.of Je brit, 
Fs thing turn a School Syſtem, fuli of hard Schoot Terms, into a Confef-: 
| Gon and Catechiſind, and to fer theſe for the Stahdzrt and the true expo- 
ſiiou of the plain Boctrin of Chiiſt, eſpecially if Iheſe ſtandlarts want 
the moſt necaſſary and eſſential parts of Chtriſts Doctrins, ſ both theſe 
ate made ppeariax:tothedaid:Standarts cc. Now to all this che 
anfwers P. 40 That. the Inſtances uf the Church of-Exglond, 
od of tha fvrnch Proteſtant Church, make againlt the! Amore ihe 
and mot for him; for it is plain, he ſayes 8 require their be- 
Lief ef the Apoſtolick Creed, as. well as their belte of Other — 
Jars; and this is that Ferm of ſound Words which that Church has 
Aopted fornhat Purpoſe. -/ Aud the Frammb Church, be ſays, bind: them 
290 inſtruct the Ohild in che Dogtrinecthat is lereived among the'Pea- 
ple of God(by which faith he,nodoubtthey under ſtand their Own Con- 
on) and ttar as it is Summath ed jn the Coafeſſion ot 
2 Oc. Sir, do vou really think this à ſufficient anſwer: | The 
rb of: —.— tho they have Thirty nine Articles, as & Symbol 

— of their Dochine with other Refprmed Churches 
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cles, nbut the Donſeſsion of Haith, the Relief!oÞ which hey gequite in 
* Crreu Which they fecite and ſay the 


1 the | 
| — . 4 the P eople of Gad -irSummarly:compredended in 


received un 
nfefſion," to wit, hain Ons zh tather' Almighty; Nc. 80 
faundiwords:of every:Chutch wiiich they . Initi- 
Anme Chautch by Naptiſm iSthe ſorm of the Primitive: and Ca- 
1 bis Mo  the'Sco1s: Piesby terians have laid a- 
tae; add require their *Betjef -vt 77 Articles of the- MHeſt mi aſter Con- 
1 Fa and the Larger and Stibrter Catechiſma sand if chat is 
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111 FE TI 
— 5 . „ page 3 IN Was faid, That even thoſt of thæf Ru, — 
Church. Ahe ate lo dy to\impaſe their nee Ergeds and Dofleiies, 
Fa hap orhers,; yer. do not require the expreſs Belief of their nem Arti. 
cles of Falth, is a condition; $f Initiation by kaptiſm into the Cutie 
Church, but keep only to the Articles ot the Antient Apoſtolic Creed, „ 
and require en e bene God with all cee Hearts and their biet. 


 «bour3ashernlelves::And-what plaaſant Banter your Friend makes = 
this, Lleaye-yol.40 judge. - But 2316 the matrerimband; iris marer © 
of ſo great moment ihaĩ you hayerneed:ro: lay t more to heart ab be: 
Aar, tho* there were nothing more, which will be à continua ce ; 
alion of Strife; and Diviſion in this Church Mr. Richard Baxter be- 

dore the Preface to his Catholick Theology, and in the preface it felf” . 

| fo ſenſibly repreſent the Nature and Terms of Initiacioh"into th 
Church at Jeſus; Chriſt! by Baptiſm chat Iqudge it no impertinente herrn 
| to tranſcribe it; He ſtates it zs fülle; of on 1s bod Me," 
„ *Aﬀert. 1. The: BAPTISMAL COVENANT: expounded in b 
_-antient CREED: is the: ſumm and Symbol of Chriſtianity, by which 
(Believers were do be diſtinguiſhed from unbelievets,-and the outward . 

profeſsion of it was Mens Title to Church Communion, and the Hestt- 
conſent was heir Thl6-condition af Fande0 and: Selezgfiou; And 6 
Absſe ends it wa made by Chriſt himfelf- Marbl 28. 19% %%%/f„f 

\ A361 $65 5324 23197 or tw or ( e Fit 4: pe e 

2. All chat were Bapti fel, did profeſs to Believe in God the Father, 

Jon and Holy Ghoſt, and devoted themſelves to him; with profel- 
cſion of Repentance for former Sins, and renouncing the Luſts of the 
(Fleſh, dne Wprld and the Devil; profeſsing 20 begin a-New and Holy 

L ife, in hope of Exerlaſting Gar ce ea digg 

37 This Form af Bapdiſmal Coyenanting and Profeſsion: IK 

| with Chritianity ( and called our Chriſtening or making us Chriftians.)) 

n | -hath been propagated and delivered down to us to this days by a full 

Ad certain: Tradition and Teſtimony; and leſſet Alteratious than th 0p 2] 

"Holy. Seriptutes . sn ec anmu fig wot od e nee 
4 ieee en Formaliſts & Friends to Ignorance 

-and Hypocriſy; as to encourage the Baptiſed to take dp, with che fay- 

ung [( delieve in the ather, Son and Holy Ghoſt ] :withouv teach— 

ng then to underſtand what they ſaid. Therefore andoubredly they. _ © 
$3pounded theſe. chree Articles: And that expoſition coold be no- 4 | 
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bol Chriſt, 1 Cor. 15. and mentioneth the form of ſound words;we may 
Autre that; they all gave the People one 2 expuſi non 45 tothe 
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N the Creed is. Aud wien Pau“ recitetk the Are 


be 


Senſe: Chriſtianity was one unchanged thing. 


5. Tho' I am not of their mind that think the twelvedpoRtlcs. each 


| 5 one, made an Article of the Apoſtles Creed, or that they formed and 
tied Men to Juſt the very fame Sy llables, and every word that is now 


Sn the Creed : yet that they ſtill kept to the ſame ſenſe, and words ſo 


exprelsivg it, as by tbeir Variation might not endanger their corru peng 
Hf the Faith. by a new Senſe, is certain from the nature of the Cafe, 


and from the Agreement of all the Antient Creeds, which were ever 


of 3 at Baptiſm from their days; that cited hy me (Append. to the 


formed Paſtor ) out of lreneuc, two out of Tertullian, that of Mar- 


vellus in Epiphanius, that ex ounded by Oril, that in Ruff rur, the Ni- 

cee, and all mentioned by L her and Var, agreeing chus far in ſenſe 
* aud no one was Baptiſed without the Creed profeſſed. | 
. 6. As Chriſt himſelt was the Author of the Bapriſmal Creed and 


: Covenant, ſo the Apoſtles were the Authors of that Expoſition: which 


Abbey then uſed, and taught the Church to uſe: And they on that 


*by the Holy Ghoſt,as much as their enditing of the Scripture. 


7. *Therefote.the Church had a Summary and Symbol of Cbrigia Y 
*nity (as 1 ſaid before ) about Twelve years before any Book of the 


"New Teſtament was written: And this of Gods own making: which 


- *was ever agreed on, when many books __ = New Teſtament were 
: EY et agreed oͤn 


Therefore bign were then to prove the duk df Chiiſtthy 
Religion by its proper Exidences arid | Miracle; long before they 


FX Were to prove that every word ( or a _ Bout) of the New Teltaweni, 


was the infallible perfect word of G 
9. Therefore we muſt ſtill follow the ſame Method, and take 


| Chriſts Miracles to be primarily the proof! of the Chriſtian Wie 


Jong before the New Teſtament Books were written. 


10. Therefore if a Man fhould be rempted to doch of the certain- 


of this or that Book, Words or Reading, it "not" that he 
muſt therefore doubt of the Chriſtian Faith. 


11. A Thouſand Texts of Scripture may be not known mn under- 


Mood. by one that's juſtified: but all rhe Baptiſmal Articles and Co- 
denan, muſt be 3 competently, by all thatwill belaved, 12. 
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2. Thoſe Church Tyrants, Bogmatiſts, or Su 
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5% Superſtitions ones, 
Who deny the ſufficiency of this Teſt and Symbol ( made by Chriſt and 


*his Spirit) to its proper uſe ( to be the Symbol of ſuch as in Love and. 


Communion we are to take for Chriſtians ) do fubyert the Sum of Chrifts 

_ Goſpel and Law, and do wotſe than they that add to, or alter rhe leſf 
er parts of the word of God. Cw: 3 3 
13. Therefore, our further additional Confeſſions muſt be only to 
Other ſubordinate ends; As, 1. To fatisfie other Churches chat doubt 


*of our Right undetſtanding of the Faith. 2. T6 be an Enumeration 


bf Verities which Preachers ſhall not have leave to preach againſt (tho 
_ {they ſubſeribe them not.) r WAY 


-.. 14»: Obje@, Hereticks may profeſs the Baptifmal Creed. A. 1. 


And Hereticks may profeſs any words that you can impoſe on them, 


 . *taking them in their own ſenſe. All the Councills are not large enough - 


0 keep out Subſcribing Hereticks. We muſt not make new Symbols, 
Rules and Laws as oft as knaves will falſely profeſs or break the old 
bones: there being none that may not be falſely profeſſed and violated. 


2 Many- ſubſcribe to the whole Scriprures that are yet Hereticks. 3. 


Church Governours are for this, to caſt out thoſe, or ro puniſh them, 
ho Teach, Preach and live contrary to the certain and ſufficient Rule 
which they E Judicatories are not to make new Laws, but to 
Puniſh men for breaking Laws. A heart-Heretick only, is no Heretick 
In Foro Eccleſia. He that teacheth Hereſie muſt be proved ſo to do, 
and judged upon prooff which may be don without new additional 
Symbols, Rules or Laws of Faith. So that all this contraditts not the 


AJiufficiency of the Baptiſmal Creed as the Symbol of Chriſtian Love, Com- 
munion and concord. 1 thought meet, /ays e, to add this more fully 


to what I ſaid in the Epiſtle, to convincemen of the true terms of Uni- 

on, and of the Heinous Sin of all the ſorts of adding & Corrupting O- 
FYerdvers, chat divide us. e 

Now, Sir, I appeal to all the Churches in the Chriftian World, 
whether the preſent Presbyterian Church in Scotland, has not ſeparated 
and divided themſelves from all other Churches, from the Primitive, 
Apoſtolical practice of Divine Inſtitution, in the very Initiation of per- 


. - 


ſons into Chriſtianity, by throwing away the Apoſtolick Creed ever 


uſed by all Churches in all Ages asthe.Symbol of Chriftianity, and ſet- 
ting up in its ſtead the Weſtmnſter Cor eſſion, and Larger and ſhorter 
Carechiſims. ; INS LC St 
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Sir, 
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I Ts You ſay, mbar is objeffed event the Lords Supper is ſuficiently 
| 'enſwered by the ſame Gentleman and Remarker. It was Odjected, that 
i was ordinary with them to Excommunicat from the Lerds Table, az 
|  Wmong the work of finners all men of the Prelatical Principles, and = 
Had taken the Teſt and nor repented for it. An Inttance was given, 
$3 that you may know that the Kelater is ot knowa Integrity, you may, it 
Pon pleaſe, 1 7 wich him in Milli's Square in the ſtair within the Court 
on the Welt ſide, and in the upermoſt Storie ſave one. And the Author 
of a Short Charaller &c. P. 17. gives you a famous Inſtance at Ferri. 
_ town in Galloway, where many biin er were preſent, par · 
ricularly Mr. Edgar, Verner, Boyd, Cameron, Cc. Where they debar= 
red all who had taten that Godleſs Oath the Teſt, or were guilty of the 
| Soul damning Sin of Prelacy; and tells that it was fodon generally thro 
_ the Weitern Shires. And yon may perhaps call ro mind, how a very 
near Fiend of yours, made Scruple to Baptize the Child of a: certain 
Gentleman within his Pariſh, untill he ſhould profeſs Repentance (Ido 
not ſay publickly }- for the Teſt, and expreſly told him that it was the 
.» Presbyterie's Order. . 1 . 
That at the Revolution ir was general Preach'd thro the Nation, nut 
y one but, by many Presbyterian Preachers unto the people, that tie 
* © Goſpel had not been Preach d to them for 28 years, is ſo norour a mat- 
ter of Fact, that every body admires the confidence of the Gemleman 
and the Remarker in deny ing it, The Gentleman in the 2d, Edit. of 
his Letter P. 17, ſays it 2 f manifeſt Calunny to ſay Pretbyreriam Mi- 
 mifters Preach'd that impudent Lye, and he wilt have the Scribley to be, 
Ee. an impudent Liar for ſaying ſo. In the Poſiſcriptto the ad. Edit 
of the Caſe P. 35. It is faid a man may ſpeak an unttuth, and not be 
mn impudent Liar. And that there are Hundreds thro? the ſeveral parts 
|, © of the Nation, who declate they heard them Preach ſo, and that if it were 
Worth the while, hundreds of Teſtimonies might be adduced.” Now 
the nimble turn your Friend the Remarker gives to this, P. 39. is a Sam- 
ple of his Leger demain way of Writing. Now Ian glad, ſays he, o 
id the Author brought to bis Repentance, and to acknowitdee that in | 
\ . ſaying fo be fpoke an untruth. You ſee, the Author acknowledges no ; 
- ſach thing, tho if he had found it to be an untruth he would not have 
been aſham d to acknowledge it. Another wilful miſtake of his in the 
Lame place is no leſs nimble, He ſcems, ſays he, to in/inuat that rhe 
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| Anthor of the Letter grants that a Presbyterian Miniſter did ſo P — 


in. the beginning of tht Revolution thro many parts of the . Nation. 
Whereas it is only ſaid P. 35. of the Cz/e that the Author of the Ler- 


ter grantt, that if any Presbyterian Miniſter did Preach fv, it was an 
' impudent Lie that they Preached. And how willing the Presbyterian- 


Minitters are that the people believe this impudent Lie, you know-very* 
well, Sir, from rhe fe Proceſs of the Reverend Mr. Jane, Grams 


Miniſler of Dumferm/in. Where when a few tactious lacendiaries in 
His Parifh had given in a complaint againſt him, wherein they ſald (be 


Pariſh was deſolate-and not under the laſpellion of 4 Goſpel: Miniſtry 1 


and when he deſited of the Sy nod in Pe, that the Authors of the Reflexi- 
ons on his Miniſtry might be Cenſured, and ſo. grofs and ſcandalous 


aſperſions might be conlemn'd, ſince this was a direct virulent Reflecti- 
on, not only on him, but by neceſſary Conſequence on while Protzſtane- 
Churche c, where Parity among Paſtors did not obtain. And he deſired that 
the Sy nod might declare, it was not their deſign (by calling him Inc. 


bent, the Title you know they gave to all the Epiſcopal Minlflers when-- - 


they honoured them with Citations before any ot theif”Judicatoties ) t 


deny ot queſtion his being Minifter of the Goſpel 40'thar Pariſh, ne 


Synod would not vouchſafè to take any notice of theſe:Requeſts; © 
Sir, the Author of the Examination having ſaid that al! that is material 

an the Sermon againſt the Toleration defired, be takes to be fully anſwer - 
ed in the Caſe of the Epiſcopal Clergy, tao. things excepied,: which he 
was to confider, you in the 2d. Page of your Vindication refer him to 
the Anſwer of the Caſe, or the Remarkes: upon it. And 1 — 4 
& - 


Sir. to the Caſe it {elf}, and to this Paper, to convince you, that 


Remarks are not worthy of the approbation of an honeſt and ingennous 


Man. 


In the 127b. 1375. 147h. Pages of the Caſe it is made appear chat 
iche granting a Toleration and Indulgenve to the Epiſcopal Clergy is a 
matter of Jaſtice and Equity; and that if the ſtate of the whole Barons 
or Burgeſſes of the Nation had mett with ſuch hard meaſure they would 
have thought it worthy of che Conſideration of the High Court of Par- 


” 


Teen in the forecited place, and to which the Remar ker teplyes nothing 
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ein; it is faid, that the Epiſcopal-Clexgy are Lawfully Ordain'd. 
'. Miniſters of the Goſpel, by their Office they. are bound to Preach tis 
 _ Goſpel, and the Eſtates and Government of -a Chriſtian Nation are 
pound in jeſtice and Equity to permit and protect them, while they 
Vie due ſubjection to the higher Powers, and in all things. behave. 
_ *themlelves quietly, and neither do nor Preach any thing tending to Se- 
Aitioo. Te this, Rem. 14. he ſay gs nothing to the Ne: This you.know 
- H+Hchiefly infiſted upon. by the Diſſenters,inEngland, ſince they cannot, ſay” 
' . they, comply with a good conſcience. in what is required of them. This 
|. Is rhe favour which you judged . ought io have been done you, when 
| laid aside tor mot taking the Teſt, and which you readily embrac'd when: 
granted by K. Zames, / There can no worſe conſequences follow upon 
itnow2han were feated ſhould have followed then. There can no- 
| thing be ſaid againſt ir, which is not equally valid and far more, againſt 
| the Difſentersin England. Lour Zeal againſt it ſeems. contrary to the 
|  Spiritof Jeſus Chriſt, Who, when his Diſciples told him that they had 
| 


en one daſting out Devils in his Name, and they forbad; him becauſe 
be ſollotood not them, W him . For he that ig r againtt 
ws, Is on our part. „ Mart, 9. 38. And to that of St. Paul who faith,- - 
Philip, 1. 15 16, 1. Some indeed Preach Chriſt even is envy and 


| Tay: 24 | 
| ftrifes and ſome alſo of. Good: will... The one Preach Chriſt of contention, 
A 3 — 4 a ee to n bonds... Bur the other of 
| Love, knowing bar I am ſer-for the defence of the Goſpel. What then? 
| MNotwithſbanding every. 15 wheeber in frete nee, or in Truth, Chriſt is 
preached; and I therein do Rejoyce, yea. and will Rejoyce, — .. 
Again ; it-is faid P; 14. of the. Caſe. That the Epiſcopal Clergy. 
Fudge, they cannot with a good Conſcience apply to be aſſum d into 
the 1 of the Church, and fa to Preach ihe Goſpel. 
1. Becauſe it is a Church Government never before heard of, an im- 
eparity - without a Parallel, ſo many Miniſters brig: and exerciſing, ' 
Eccleſiaſtical power and JurfdiQton over the reſt of t 


he Miniſters of ' 


the Nation, and Lording it over them. Now. Sir, be pleasd to give a 
cleat and poſiti ve anſwer ro this Caſe. What God bath conjoyned, you 
| orant, none cum ſeparate (P. 8. of yourV indication ) None can mulitate 
* rhe Office, or take away the power which God bath anne ed to it. The 
power of Eccleſiaſtical Jurisdiction is annex d to the Paſtoral Office, 
J Wi'Ordlinis, by vertue of the Order, and cannot be taken away L; 4 
. "ora *K> | ; ; ure 


— 


— 


cbunch Probibiem. Many of de Fpiſcopal Miniſters of the Natiaean 
continne ſtil Miniſters of the Churches where they were Inſtizuted;ibeßr 
- had & ſhare in the Eccleſiaſtical. Iutiſditction. .You have debarr'd tem 
__ _ from all Eceletiaftical Jurisdiction within this Nation, and yet continue 1 
them ſtill in their Office, and exerciſe Juriſdiction over them. Ars 
not you then their Frelats ? Have not yon ſepsrated what God has | 
conjoyned? Can any Church prohibition take away chat that is due to in 
heim by vettue of the Order? Now, pray, weigh your Remarkers an- 1 
-Fwers do this, and ſee how light they ae. P. 33. he ſayes, 10 pretend ] 
this it a Impariny without a parallel, is both diſingenuous end ridiculous, 1 
And he gives his teaſon thus; Ir here, Jays he; am Imparity among Pres- 1 
\ byterian Miniſtert ? and as for the Preiatical Miniſtrrs of the Manche, 4 1 
ob jſoom as they were received intaulllimiſterial Communion, they were ad- 1 
mute ta an equal ſpare of the Government: Sir, do you think this a 
ſolid anſwer? © There are two Gueſtions propos d, the one about matter 
of 23 the other, matter of Fat Tie fut is not, Weiher 


-the Epiſehpal Mimfters be Presbyterian Miniſters, bur; Whether 
they be Midifters of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt? and conſequenti7ßx il 
if that power that is anne to their Office can be ſepa- 1 
rated; ſtom it ? The ſecond is 12 whether thete be any Impatity a- 1 
mong Ptesbyterian Miniſters, but wherher mere be any Impariry be- 4 
tween Presbyterian and Eprſcdpa! Minifters, and the firſt be Prelates to 
he laſt? and rule and have Eccleftaſtical JurisdiQtion over: them? ; 
| . Now for this matter of Fac, | hope you will not deny: & that it is con -k 
trary to the matter of Right which you acknowledge, is as evident. | 
So you fee on what fide the diſingenuity & ridicelouſneſs lies. And 
- whereas your Friend ſays, how the Prelatical Miniſters can eithet have, 
ot expect ro have à ſhare of the Government, till they be aſſumed; js | 
beyond his Comprehenſion : It is beyond my Cotnprehenfinn how the 1 
Fresbyterian Miniſtets could in Conſcience debar them from a ſhare m 
the Government unleſs oy had been Lawfully deprived; from theOffice |; 
of the Miniſtry, it being a Right that belongs to their Office, t for which ©) 
er need of aſſumption by the: Lat ys / of JeſusChriſiCwhar ever 1 
might ha by rheAQts of the General Aſſemhly)mote chan there ws 
mo to give them OR PA: ee | thick you: will not readily 
arm. OSTER 26 LC FETT 
- . Now as to the affair of Mr. Forbes and Mr, Irvin( with which yult 
Friend makes ſuch à pother) their — for Aſſumption in the year | 
* e f 5 | 8 1692 
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1385692. for themſelves and their conſtituents Nc. 1 think there needs no. 
more to clear that matter, but to know the Hiſtory of it; to conſider K. 
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Milli: Lettet, and the Formula of the Addreſs and Declaration propo 
ed, to hate been made by the Epiſcopal Clergy, as they are already ſet 
down in this Paper. You ſee K.IWi/l:am by his Letter ſeems convinced of 
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gteat injuſtice done the Epi/copalClergy,reproaches the Aſſembiy for not hav- 


5 the Church of Scotland ſhould engroſs it, & t 


ing redteſꝭ d it before that time; lets them know that they are nor a full 


Repreſentation of the Church of Scotlandʒ tells them, the deſign of giving Ke 
them the power they had, was not that a part only ot the Miniſters of 

bereft be excluded; lets them 
ſee how contrary their practice is to the Presby terianGrounds, and to the 


© eſtablihmene of Presbyrery in be year 1592 (we foot on which they 


-now tand ) whereby all the Miniſters of the Nation had an equal In- 


tteeteſt in the Government: ſhews them the maniteſt partiality of make- 


TR mg themſelves the ſole Judges of the Epiſcopal Clergy, and therefore 
= 1 


Ils that their Commiffions for that end may conſift of an equal Num- 
ber of Both. He prevails with ſome of the Epiſcopal Clergy not to 


ſtand upon their juft Rights, but for the ſake of Unity and peace to en- 
- . *ter inte the Government, and there allows of ſuch a Formula of an 


|. _ Addreſs, as aſſeris their Right, & defires the ſrops may be taken off that 


-hinder it. And the Formula of a Declaration to be Sign'd by them, 
wherein they neither aſſert rhe Presbyterian Government to be the only 
Government of this Church, nor the We/tmin/rer Confeſſion to be the 
-*Confethon of their Faith; but promiſe to concur with the ſaid Govern- 
ment for the ſuppreſſing of Sin and wickedneſs &c, And to ſubſcribe 


the Confeſſion of Faith, as containing the Doctrine of the Proteſtant 
Religion, Cc. Now every Church has many particular Doctrines re- 


lating to the Faith, which are not Articles of Faith. Now, Sir, what 


_  »reaſon your Friend has ſo to brave it, and to upbraid the-Epiſcopal 


: Clergy that they will nor addreſſe to be aſſum'd by you upon your 
terms, Mr. Forbes and Mr. Livin having Addreſſed in 92, I leave 
„ F555... 

But Sir, your Friend P. 33. 44. of his Rem. to juſtify this ner 
Prelacy and uſurpation, offers to ſtate the matter, and to giyè a Hiſtori- 


Kal account of the Stare of the Church here ſince the Reformation, and 


To pretends to put the matter beyond all Controverſie: but he leaves tbe 


* 


Conuoverſie where it was, and rather makes it greater. That Prelaß 
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s ent packing at the Retbeaden is not true, as is evidently-mide 
appear already; 'Thislmparicy being the Government of the Church here 
- after the Refotmation for twenty years. That Prelacy was re-eſtabliſh- 
eld in the year 1610 by a violent impoſition is as falſe,” it being by the 
Conſent of a General” Aſſembly. Neither is it true that the throwing 
out of Epiſcopacy and the eſtabliſhing of Presbytery in the year 1638 
was by a free ard Lawful Aſſembly, countenanc'd by Authority- dur by 


- packt Aſſembly, diſcharg'd by Authozity, and yet fly ing in the face of 


it. The party afterwards animating the Nation to a Rebellion"againſt 


their King, and to encourage their NeighbourKingdom to reſiſt and de- 
ſtroy him. Tho?! they. afterwards tamely yeilded up their ' pretended 
Divine Right of a General n ſſembly, to the Will and Command of an 


- Ufurper, Oliver Cronwe!, and never offered to reſume it again. Thar 
the ſupream Magiffrar has a ſecular power in Eccleſiaſtical afftalrss 


well as Civil, all Reformed Churches grant, and own him to be Cf,N!; .'\ 
utriuſ Tabula: That in the year 1652. K. Ch. Il. with conſenrof | 


Parliament reſtored Epifcapacy formerly eſtabliſnt by Law, and by a 
- Lawful General Aſſembly, was an get of * Juſtice, and reſtoring ihe 
- Church to its juſt Rights. That there ſhould have been a new Eccleſi- 
+ aſtick Act of a General Aſſembly was not neceſſary; thoſe Rights hav- 
ing been formerly eſtabliſhed by a Lawtul General. Aſſembly; and that 
which threw out its Rights being illegal. Beſides the conſent of the 


Generality of all the Miniſtets and people of the Nation was a more 


Authemick approbation of it, than ag AQ of a General Aſſembly 
could be. That to abjure Epi ſcopacy ag a thing unlawyful in it ſelf, is a 
Hereſie, as has been made appear, and is contrary to the practice of the: 


Primitive Church, and of the Chriftian Church in alt Ages and all the 


Reformed Churches; fo that, if by the Covevant it was abjured as un- 


latyful, the Presbycerians have thereby declared themſelves both Hete- 


' ticks and Schiſmaticks, and ſeparated. themſelves from the whole Ca- 
* tholick Church, both primitive & M odetn; brought a-dreadful guilt up- 


"thereupon, are not truly the Miniſters'of this Church, and the Mini- 
ſters of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion cannot enter with them, without be- 
ing partakers both of their Hereſie and Schiſm. And their profaning 


on the Nation, are the Authors of all the miſchiefs that have followed 


the Sacredneſs of Oaths by Swearing to a thing unlawful, 1 | 


Prelacy as Anti- chriſtian, does no more free them from Schiſm, 


/ | cauſe: 
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cauſe of their odſervance of it, than it did juſtify” Hrrid inzeutfiag off 
. -me Head of Joba the Bopri/7, that he d if for his Ozths r 
_ Notwithllanding then, of all that the Remar ter ſays, it is moſt evi- 
dient chat the preſent Presbyterian Miniſters in Scut and ate State Pre- 
lates, and aſſume ag Authority over their Brethren the Epr;/cop z Clergy, 
which is not communicated to them from the Laws of -Feſus. Chriſt. 
For che Epiſcopal Clergy being law fully onlained Miniſters: of Jeſus 
Chris, Within this Church; the- power of Eccieſtaſtical Furrſdition can- 
nunot be ſeparated from their Office dy the Laws of the Goſpel; and 
- . therefore che Presbyteriau Miniſtets could not aſſume this power of 
Pielacy over them, and ſtrip them of all Eceleſiaſtical Jariſdictten 
wichin this Church by the Law of ihe Goſpel. That in the time of K. 
- Charles tbe II. Miniſters were zecountahle to the Civil Magiſuate, for 
All their Adminiſtrations, as Head, f the Church; is falſe. That the ; 
power of the Civil Magiſtrate extends to Miniſters as well as Laicks; 
5 Fn they are ſubject to his Authority; and may be puniſh'd by himiif 
ttzdey do Etil, tho ir be in the gxercile of their Office; Thar the Civil 
Magiſtrate has this Power, not as the Churches Serjeant and Executior- | 
ert, ie put in Bxecutjon the. [Sentences of the Church, but as Gods Mi- 
' . miſter, fuſt to Judge and then to puniſh evil doers, and to encourage 
„ choſe that do well, are xruths generally acknowledged by all, except 
| the ahetrers of the Papal and Anti-chriſtian Power and Tyranny, and 
|. "theſe are not confind to the church of Rowe. That the Choi] Magiſtrate 
may ſometimes aſſume more than is fic, is nothing ſtrange; ſo may 
| . . Kceleſtalticks and Church Men, in ordine ad & piritunlia, meddle with e- 
very mater of State, as they did in the days of K:Chartes the I. and in 
| _. -theGlorious times of the Covenant. That Perſons may diſclaim a power 
ang yer erefciſe it, is vety ordinary, and thus King William hindred 
your Brethren from: purging: the Church ſo througbly of all the Epiſco- 
pal Clergy, as otherwile they would have done. So that your Brethren 
are till State Prelates, fince they aſſume 4 Power of Prelacy over their 
_ + Brerhren, that does not belong to them by the Law of Jeſus Chriſt. 
That the Teſt imported no other, than owning ſuch a- power of the 
Civil Magiſtrate: oer perſons and in mattets Ecclefiaftical, as has been 
generally owned by all the ProteſtamChurches, ippe it d by the explica- 
33 wen by Authority, reſerving the power of the Kcyes as exerciſed 
ba, 2 e firſt three Centurict; without which explanation, the Epiſcopal 
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Clergy- refuſed to Subſctibe it: and to ſay, this does not help, _ 
they ſwore that they rok the Oath in the true and genuine ſenſe of the. 


Words, :ſhews only the: temper of ſome that would fain have others. 4 
guilty; for when words may very well bear different ſenſes; and Oaths I 
are to be taken in the ſenſe of the Inipoſers, and when the Impoſers de- 1 
clare that this is the fenſe in which they underſtand the words, there is 
no contradiction between their taking the Oath. in the true and genuine 
ſenſe of the words, as they are explain'd by the Impoſer, Bur I believe 
Sir, you will find a greater difficulty in juſtifying the manner of Im- 
poſing the Covenant, thoſe who pleaſed.” being allow'd by Mrs. Hen. 
derſon, Dickſon and Cant before the Aſſembly at GZ:/29w, to declare 
that thereby they did not abjure Epiſcopacy or the Perth Articles: and 
„ thereafter the Aſſembly declared that theſe were abjured 
1 to what he ſays in the ſaid Rem. 11. concerning the Rabling, 
5 that he never met with the Man that did approve it: That Government 
muſt be ſaid to have approven the Barbariry of the Rabbling out the 
Miniſters with their Families, which did never by any publick act to 
this day diſapprove it; nor ſo much as once mention it in the Reaſons 
ot their publick Faſts among the Sins to be Confeſſed and Mourned for, 
as the Presbyterian Miniſters have never doney bur have done all to en- 
courage that way, and are ſo vain of it, asintheir publick prints to mes . 
nace the civil Government with it again, if any Toleration ſhould be 


— 


allowed the Epiſcopal Clergy. - „„ N 
As ro what he ſayes of the Presbyterian Miniſters going out by the 
Ad at Glaſgow, there is ſuch a Diſpatity between that, and the Rabbl- 
ing way; that a plain account of the matter of Fact, will make it 
palpable. After the Reformation, the Law did ſtill continue the Parro- 
nages of Churches as before, ſo that none had a legal Title to any Church 
or Benefice ;-unleſs he had a preſentation from the Patron, and Collati- 
on from the Biſhop, while Epiſcopacy was the legal Eſtabliſhment; or 
from a Presbyrery, after that Presbyterian Government began to prevail; 
and as it was ſtill the Law, ſo it was the conſtant praQiceoof the Nati 
on, for many years after Presbytery was brought in, even in the Reign | 
of King Charles the l. till the year 1649 when rhe Miniſters got Pa- ; 
tronages aboliſhed and popular Elections ſet up. When King Charles | 
the II. was reſtored; in che firſt 1 of Parliament, 1661, We 5 
ö Fl | LES Rights 
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Rights of Patrons were again afferted, and in conſequence of this; there 
way an Ad of Parliament in 1662. '*Ordaining all Minifters.who. 


5 97 to the cure of agy Pariſh, in or ſince 16 a6 Fa to have no. 


ight unto, nor to poſſeſs the Rents. of any Benefice tic, for the cropt 


205 jure Vacant. 
0 


2 this Act might not be prejudicial to any of theſe Miniſters, 


Ait is declared by the fame Act, that every Miniſtet who ſhall obtain 2. 
i 8 from the Lawful Patron, and have Collation from h 


B. ſhop of the Dioces where he liveth, betwixt and the 20 of September, 
Mall theneeforth have Right to enjoy his Beneſice Ce, as freely as. 
I he had been “Legally pteſented thereto, at his firft entry. And by the 
Jaume ad, the reſpective Patrons werte ordained to give preſentations. 
0 all the preſent Incumbents, who in due time ſhould make applicati- 


_ - <onto them for the ſame. So, the caſe conſidered by the Parliament 


was the: Rights of Patrons, and the Act did not conſider thefe Miniſters 
as prexbyterians, but only ſuch as had poſſeſt themſelves of ſuch Bene- 


- fices, from the year 49, ſo far as Laick patrons are concerned, and not. 


- Privy:Council meeting ar G : 
Ted all ſuchChurches ip/o fallo Vacant. And immediatly upon the pub- 


la the Exerciſe ofithis Frelatical power which the Presbyterian Mi: 
nilters de aſfume, it was faid, they Lorded it over their Brethren, and 


2 word of fuch as had entred before that year, tho' there were many 


ich. Neither did the Act turn them out, but allowed them to obC- 

rain. a Freſentation ſtom the Lawful Patrons. Notwithſtanding, agreat 
wany of theſe Miniſters (upon what principle, they know. beh them- 
Ives); refus d to take the bene of the Law. And therefore the 
gow, after the term was Expited, decla - 


4ication of this Act, they forbore the Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, and 
deſerted. their Flocks, which as the Presbyterian Miniſter in the Coun- 


w afficms in his Letter 10 c member of Furl. concerning Toleration, 


they repented to theit dying day. Now what is there in all this, Ike 
the. barbarous and Hlegal Kadbling-in the Weff?ꝛ 


9 


in the 32 P. of the Caſe there is ſome account given of the manner of 


— their rreatment of them; and among ſome Inſtances, mention was made 


of the Rer. Mr. Grame Miniſter of Damfermlin, with reſpect to 

| N — there ld, 3 * F theſe —_ * 
ert Dought with a price Cr. but preſently he is charged with * 

V, Lidels are forg d againſt him, he is hurried from one Judicatory- = 
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dio another, put upon the rack of an Inquiſition, and at laſt depoſed 
From his Miniſtry.” To this the Ræmar ter ſays Page 36. he 3s confe- 
dent none would belitur any ſuch thing, that hat the leaſt acquaintance © 
with the Author, and ibe freedom he takes in Loading thoſe tubum be | | 
Intendt to blacken,' And ibut as for Mr. Gtame, i be bad injury done. = 
bin, the ſuperiour Fudicatories of the Church redre ſi d u Grievances, | 
end that. the world is bound to believe, if others bad: obſerved Mr. 
Grame's meaſures, Fultice oh haut been dane them. Sit, our famous 
Grammarian, Mr. Kirkwood at Kelſo, has given a ſpecimen to the World, 15 
in the Printed account of his Proceſs, what Juſtice is to be expected, 0 
which confeſs gives a lively Idea of the Spirit by which ſome Courts 4 
and perſons ate ated: and were every one. as indefatigably active iu 
their own defence, as he was, and ſupported by ſuch potent freinds, they 
might ſometimes have juſtice done them. But how had it is for an 
Epiſcopal Miniſter, to meet with juſt things from any of the Eccleſi- 
aſtick Jadicatories, Mr.-Cowper, who was a Collegue to Mr. Grant; 
as well as Mr. Grame himſelf, and many others; ate living Witneſſes 
And as for- Mr. Grame's affair; I am ſorry your Friend has the conſi- 
dence to out face the truth of a matter of fact, to which I am ſure he 
is no ſtranger. It is well known; Sir, the chief ground of Mr. Grame's: - 
Proceſs was his Preaching on the fore ſaid words, and from them preſſing 
on his hearers, the obligations they had to glorify God, being bought: 
with: ſuch a price; Upon this, complaint was made to the Presbytery, 
and from them to the Synod, and when they had tofs d him ſufficientiy- 
between Presbyteriesand Synods and Committees, at length they de- 
ſe him, and upon his appeal to the General Aſſembly, and their re- 
ence. to him to the Commiſhon, after a tedious -Proceſs, the State 
of the Fublick affairs, ſeeming a little more favourable for the Epiſco- | 
l Clergy; the Commifion indeed thought fit to repeal the Synodical 
Sentence, and that upon a pute informality in the Synods procedure, 
without condemning or 8 the Grounds of the Sentence. Nay, 
the Commiſhon did in effect Jultify, the Synod in the Doctrinal point, 
that was mainly inſiſted upon. The chief Article, you know; ot the. 
dy nod's Sentence of Depoſition runs thus: The: Sy nod found that he er- 
g roneoufly judges that Chriſt died ſor ail thoſa that profeſs the Goſpel; and 
5 to tobom it comes; and that ” are bought toirh a price; and'maintaias-. 
that Oriſt died in the Room and ſtead of all hoſe fors whom. he digd;/and # 
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That God created man. for this end, that he might love him, and enjoy him 


V K OY, 
ibo he hath. purchaſed pardon „R for them, conditianaly, for 


2 whom be died, upon their believing and Repentance. . And you know the 
 _ Commyſhon in the repealing of the Synodical Sentence, they take it off, 
betcauſe the Synod had not proceeded fo regularly or orderly; as the Com- 


miſſion could approve thereof, But at the ſame time, the Commithon 
takes occaſion to give their Teſtimony to the DoArine of this Church, 
according to the Confeſſion of Faith, particularly theſe Truths w hich 
concern the extent of the Death of Chiiſt; and for this end, they declare 
their difſatisfattion with the ſaid M. J. Grame, for Preaching any Opi- 
ations, contrary thereto», in ſpecial, that the Death and ſatisſaftion of 
Chrift it extended to all to whom the offer of the — comes: and the 
Commiſhon ſbarply rebuked the ſaid Mr. J. Gr. therefore. And for the 
late Gen. Aſſembly, it is well known that they did not approve. the 


proceedings of the Commiſsion; ſo that upon the whole, both the 


Commilſsion and the Aſſembly are of the ſame fentiments with the Sy- 
nod. And as to the redreſsing of his Grievances, ſome of which you know. 
were, that his Accuſers in their Petition had cal} vile aſperſions on his 
Miniſtry, ſaying { this Pariſh was | deſolate, and not under the In- 


ſpeRtion of a Goſpel Miaiſtry ] for which he defired they might be 
- cenſured, or that at leaſt, the Synod would give their Verdict on them, 


before a final Sentence, but it was denyed him. He pleaded; that the 
rticular Acts on which the Libel was pretended to be founded, and 
by which be was to be tried, might be ſpecified; but neither Presbytery 


nor Synod would grant this ; he complain'd that they erected as twere 


a Tribunal of Inquiſition, and ſtudied to entangle and torture him with 


Query upon Query, utterly alien from the buſineſs, that they might 


diſcover thoſe Errours in his ſecret Sentiments, which could not be 
found in the Doctrine he taught. Theſe and many other Grievances he + 


complained of, but no regard was had to them. This, Sir, is well 


known to you, tho you was far from approving the treatment he met 
— 2c. | | oy 3 
Sir, It was told, in the Caſe of the Epiſcopal Cles gy; That the terms 
*of aſſumption are ſuch as they cannot in conſcience comply with. As 
1. They cannot Sign the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, as the Con - 
*eſſion of their Faith. The Remorker ſtill thinks he has got advantage 
by this. to brand them for Arminiant. If it be Arminiani/m, to believe 


for 


— "4 ——ů — ——y—„— — — — — 


Bim fer gun; bar wan defilroyed® bimſrif, and in God on if t 
hop found; that God takes no pltaſurt in the death of Sinner hut ruhe rrr 
that” be repent aid Live; that be is not willrg bat an ould'perifh, © — 
but that all-ſhould come to repentance; that he” ſo Loved (be World that 1 
| : 

| 

| 

1 


— 


he ſent his only begotten Son, that tobe ſorber beli ces in hin niit w 
Pes iſb, but haue everlaſting life; that he fent not bis Son to condemn the = 
"World; bat that the World thro him e e Con of man 
one to feeR and to ſuve that which was: loft; hal toben be ſhall fay toh,̃ 
_ Righteous, that he hall ſurely live', if be tuſt tb oton 5 755 nefs- 
And commit iniquity,” all his F hall not be 'remembred, bur 
| for his Iniquiiy be ſhall die; if he turn from bis Sint and doubat whicb 
* Lauful and right, none of bis Sint ſhallibę remenbied to him, be ball 
Jfurely live : that al oùr good comes run God, and alt our evil from. + 
our ſelves. If ihis be Arminianiſin, they are not aſſiamed to own it; for q 
theſe are the great Truths of God revealed in ins word; But to pry in- 4 


to the hidden decrees of God, and to fpeak peremprtorily of them, is 2 x1 
thing they date not meddle with, for /ecrer things belong anto the Lord, 
and only things revealed, and the plain rules of eur duty, 7e % and ur 
Children; And Catvin and Arminius, both with their refpective follow-- ö 
ers (Who, you know, are Presbyterian on both ſides) would have: © F 
done mote ſervice to Chriſtianity,” by learning themſelves, and teaching 
. others; bow to deny themſelves, and fake up their Croſ##nd follow Chrif [\ 
Jieſus; than to contend about the method of the Divine Decrees, \ _ 
which no humane underſtanding can fathom. But in the 35. „ Z 
the A tot are reaſons givers why the Epiſcopal Clergy camorfign | | 
that Cönteſſſon, as the'Conteon” of their Faith; - wh he Reis | 


thinks not fit to meddle with, only as to one reaſon, he Tayes it trictas 
much againſt the Chur eh of England, or any" otber Churehs The Church 
l England has made her Articles fewyabd does not feckon thema Ar- 
ticles of Faith, bur Doctrines relating to the Faſth. And inte Cnfr fene 
genetally of the Churches have been formed chiefly td fatisfy Gthers 
that doubt of their tight undet ſtanding of the Faith But to impaſe 
0 large à Confeſſion, conſiſting of 170 Articles and each of theſe of 
many Doctrinal «propoſitions, and to requlre every Miniſters belief af 
them, as 2 Truth of Faith, is a plece dt Erfofrafeich Tyroamy that fan 
out- vies Rome it Telf, and which layes the Foundation of inevitable: 
Schiſm, and diviſions; for no man ingenudus mind; that has nor 
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been tralm d into the bigotry. of the Party, will ever Sign ſuch a Sy flem 


by the bulk. every Fropoſition of itz as the. Confeſſion of his Faith. An 
how. nice your Brethren are in this point appeats by their Sentence of 
Deposition ot Mr. Grame; where one Arcicle of his Guilt is, b tho 


Be m churg d with Heterodoa in his Dollrim and opinions, and for bis 


Findicatian wan required to Subſcribe the conſeſſon of Faith, 4 the con» 
Fellon of bis Faitb; vet be declared be could not Subſcribe. it, except in 
2 qualihed. ſenſe; which quali ſied ſenſe be wan not pleafed. to unpre to 

abe Synod, but made. detayes. about it; adding further that he beteved 

the brethren themſelves would not fay that it 3s neceſſary to believe. every 
ul propuſition in the confeſſon of Faith, to be A Divine Trab. 
There is a vaſt diſſerence between Articles of Faith, and particular 

_ ,Doftrines and opinions relating to thoſe Articles. The firſt you know, 

in the Primitive Church were ben, and as to che ſecond, men may dit · 
fer in their opinions without deſtroy ing the Faith; and therefore to 
Turn the-particular Opinions and Dodrines of a Party into Articles of 


Faith, is to confound the Faith, to creat Schiſms, and deſtroy Charity. 
And none can impoſetheleForms and Confeſſions on others, as their Faich, 


. unleſs either they think the compoſers of them infallible;. or thar all 
men have the ſame meaſure of underſtarding, and judge alike of theſe 
things, ot that they will needs force all to be of their opinion, or at 


leaf make them declare they are fo ( and ſo make them Hypocrites) 


et that we think they cannot be true Chriſtians, or at leaſt Miniſters of 
Jeluschriſt, unleſs they firmly believe all the opinions ſet dovyn in theſe 
N eticles- of their Faith, all which are moſt. unreaſonable. 
And how far he Ser Piesbyterians exceed in this Tyranny; I think I 1 
of R r , woes tight 
. 15. hat the Epiſcopal Cleręy cannot de- 
* that che preſent Kirk Government, is the only Go- 
PFernment ef Chailts.Chureh in chis Kingdom: The Remorkter.. P, 17. 
in teſuming it, ſpeaks thus: H- (vis. the Author of the Cæſr) pre- 
Sends theycannet in conſcience declare that the Kirk Government 1 the 
_ _ ealy Government & the Church in tn Kingdom - eftabliſhed by Law. 
Mill chis Gentleman, ſayes the Remarker, pretend the . 
mem bas ſtill a Legal Hſtubliſhment hert © la the Gipt of che 
Caſe p 33. It was told: him he was miſtaken, and that the meaning 
was, that they cannot in conſcience declare that this is the: only Go- 
l . . bg verninent 
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verument chat C hriſt has eſtabliſn dein his Church, in this or any other 


Pracrice of all Churches, by caſting out the Lords Prayer out of the 
Publick Devotions of rhe Church; they cannot Preach in all rhii 
_ *rheir Doctrine. And as to the people of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion 


* 


Kingdom. The Remarfer in his Poſtſrript p. 37. affirms that he is #op 


82 ſumed into Miniſlerial Communion, that: they own Nac knowledge — 8 


Goyernment to be the only Gover ament: of:the Church in this Kingdow 
effub!i/hed by Lato Sin, do you really think the Remarker ingenuous 


in his minners? What is this but to Shuffle, diſguiſe and miſrepreſent 


the matter. The Neſtion is not whether the Presbyterian Government 


Aud no other Form, has at preſemt the Qivil Sanction im this Kingdom ? 

But whether the Presbyterian Government of this Chutch now fettled 
by Law, be the only Government of the Church, as it is worded in the 
laſttuckions to the Commiſfion of the Gen. Aſſembly · 94. ' According to 
the Rewar er, the Epiſcopal and Presby tetian Government fand on the 


lame foot, as to the one or the others being the only Government ot 


this Church; for the former has been, at leaſt, as well, and as 
long favoured by the Civil Sanction as the Later. And ſo the one and 
_ "the other by turns muſt be-own'd/ to have been he er 

Sir, it is like 


of this Church, meerly by Parliamentary Authority“ 


von will ſpeak the niind of che brethren honeſtly and candidty in this 
- point, and let the Epiſcopal Clergy know if any more be intended, but 
that they ſhould acknowledge, thatnow you have the Law arid theCivil 
© Sanction upon your ſide, to make ebe ee Government 
of this Church. The Remarker | 
for Ley Elders to ſit and judge of the ſoundneſs of Miniſters Doctrine, 
and principles ;. And Blandel, and the greateſt Parrons of 
Mr. Corbet, Mr. Baxter and others, as well as thoſe of the Bpiſe 
_ perfwafion, found as little warrand fromthe Scriptures, or the Primitive 
Practice, for any ſuch ſtated Office bearers in the Church of God," 


ms to grant that there is no Warrand 


Presbytery and N 


It is told in the Caſe they cannot in their 


ice conform to the 


: Anery of Worſhip-as it is now” eſtabliſhed and ꝑractiſed by the 


*Presbyterians.: They cannot deſpiſe their Maſters Command, and the 


is fad F. 17, of the Co/e, chat in many things they cannot approve te 
Doctrine of the Presbyterian Miniſters; nor Took upon it as the Doctrine 
of Jeſus Chriſt, - The Remarſter asks once and again, what-Doltrine is 
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| ut: Prevbyterian' Minifters- Preach, which they cannot, and:which-they-do | 
| - mot: look when; as the Doitrin of Feſus Chriſt They cannot Preach. that 
"the New or Goſprl Covenant 7 not Conditional. For they are fully _ 
_ gonvinc'd, and ſteadfaſtly believe that Remiſſion of Sin, or Juſtificati- 
en and eternal Life, ate offered, and cannot be obtain'd but upon cer- 
tzain Conditions. They cannot Preach that Repentance and new obedi- 
|. ence; and Holineſs of Heart and Lite are not conditions of Juſtification © 
s well as Faith, And to Preach ſo, they are perſwaded is contrary to 
tze plain Tenor of che Siptute, and tends diretly to debauch the 
minds anl mingers ot Chriſtians, who have fo little ſenſe or honeſt 
© © heantednel;, as to believe: their miftaken and unhappy Guides. They 
cannot preach down; or decty uivral Fritue, leaſt they ſhould under- 
mins and ſupplant one of che great deſigns of the Goſpel, and really 
AHefame and bring a Scandal upon Chriftianity. They cannot Preach 
* * that any Fauth juſtiſies, but as it works by Love, and produces the Fruit 
ok Good Works. They cannot Preach that Good Chriſtans have not 
Auch an iaberent Righteoweneſs as conſtitutes them Righteous, both be- 
oe Men, and in-theJudgement ot God. They cannot but preach, that 
this Righteouſnt/s can no more be without holy and vertuous Actions, 
- than the Sun without Light: But yet ftill rhey preach, that the holieſt 
Min in the world, cannot, by vertue of his inherent ſem Gol un- 


-dergo the Tryal of Divine Juſtice, and-mult be abſolved from Guilt and 
__ {puniſhment by the mere Mercy of God, on the ene Righ- 
Lenne ir and Satisfaction. They cannot preach; that Chryt-died only 
for the Elect, a Doctrine not only contraty to the expreſs letter of the 
Soxripture, but abſolutely inconſiſtent wich the promiſcuous offer of 
Pardon and Salvation to all, that 's preſcribed and wartanted by the 
Goſpel. They cannot pteach, that an irreſiſtible MT of Grace is 
nmeceſſaty to Man's Salvation or Convetſion, being) perſwaded that God, 
_ andthe Confſciences of finally impenitent ſinners, will condemn them for 
not. improving che Means and Opportunity of Salvation; which ,certatn- 
_ ty they never had, if irreſiſtible Grace be withheld from them, as un- 
doubtedly it is. They cannot preach, that God ſends the . blind, 
banden and damn any of thoſe to whom it is preached. They cannot 
_ - ipreachs.. that thoſe. whom: God calls by his Miniſters: to believe and o- 
bey the Goſpel, and to whom he promiſes pardon and ſalvation thro 
Crit, upon condition of Faith, Repeatance, and perſeverance tothe od, 
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Dies "of 31 50 | „„ 
They cannot, I fay,. Preach, that thſe are bar d by-an abſs/ute:peremp. || 
Jary decree, rom all Hope of Mercy 5. Saving Grace; a Doctrine 
contraty, not only to the Promiſe, Declaration and Froteſtation,. but 
even to the ſolemn Oath of God himſelf, They cannot preach that 


there is no greater Sin in a | Believer than to cuant ofſurance, and to fir. 
Tontemed with the want of it. Other points might he named, but 

qheſ may ſerve as a ſample. Whoever ate chargeable with ſuch Do- 

Arines as are here diſclaimed, we are conſttained by the Authority 6f 

Scripture, and the Evidence of Reaſon, to hold as Corrupters of the | 

_, "Chriſtian Religion, and plain Seducers of Souls, We ſhould be glad | 

do ſee the Piesby terian Brethren diſowning and condemning ſuch per- ; 

nicious Tenets. .' Bur 8840 this be made made appear by ſome publick ; 

: and Authentick Deed, it cannot be. thought unjuſt or unchatitable u 

load them with the imputation of the moſt pernicious Hetorodoxy:, "1 

even ſuch as gives a molt unlovely [dee of the Divine Nature, leads ; 

men to take up with the Form, inſtead ofthe Power of Godlineſs. 1 

„ That Maxims and Docttines, prejudicial to Piety and Vertue, ate | 

Generally vented from the Presbyterian Pulpits, is the Complaint of the _ 
nore Sober and intelligent part of the Nation. And in effect, the Ca- 
techiſm, which all your Brethren teach, and ſo extravagantly extoll, 

ſeems to be no way fitted for the Inſtruction and Edification.of People, 

It looks rather like a Compendious Syſtem of the Crabhed Divinity 4 
of the Schools, than a form of ſound words, or an abſtratt of pure it 
fimple Chriſtianity.; And tho' it were Solid, Plain and Eaſy, as moſt . | 

certainly it is not, yet it could never be eſteemed proper for-ground. 
ing, and advancing Souls in Chriſtian Wiſdom: and Goodnefs, it be- 
ing Notoriouſly and Scandalouſly defeQiye in the-moſt:Fundamentall 
duties of the Chriſtian Life, Seli Denial, taking up our Croſs; follow- 
ing Chriſts Example, Loving our Enemies Oc, To ſay nothing or 
the Compilers Sligming and Leaving out the eo of 'Chriftlian 
Faith, commonly called the Apoſies: Creed, that for ſo many Ages 
has been univerſally received among Chriſtians, - - Many 
And whereas the Remarker asks p. 37. What Do@tine is it the Pres- 
byterian Miniſters Preach; for which they would be cenſured, if they 
* | fhould not Pteach it: Mr. Grumes Proceſs is an evidence of ſome 
ſuch Docttines: the Dangerous and Erroneous Doctrine he taught, ang 
: tor which he was cenſured, was, 4 2 know, chat Chriſt by his Death . 
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LD : Te he! N 
das purchzted' Pardon and We FR all to whom the Gofpel 
comes, Conditionally; upon their Believing and Repentance. In one 
ot his Papers to the Synod of Fyfe, he had cited a paſſage of Calvine, 
concerning Gods way of dealing wich Reprobates, which runs thus: 


% * : 
Ohm" 
* 


* 
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{ Eece vecom' ad eos dirigit, fed ut magts + ergy cant, Lucem accendit , 


intended only to repreſent what was the Iſſue of the Offers of Mercy 
and Grace, thro the perverſeneſs of Sinners, and not that it was Gods 
deſign by the Light of the Goſpel, to Blind, Harden and Damn any 
Man. This the Synod quarrelled and pos d him, I/ he belien'd thar 
the judicial -Blinding and Hardening of Men by the Preached Goſpel, 
was not defend by God, wherever it falls out? - He was likeways 


interrogated, If New Obedience as well as Faith be the Condition of our 


— 


Jed at reddantur cæciores; Doltrinam profert, ſed qua mis obſtupeſ- 
. cant. Inſtit. L. 3. C. 24. Sed. 13. ] This appearing choaking-and 
hotrid, Mr. Gr. ſmoothed it by a charitable Gloſs, that the Author = 


* 


Fuſbifecation- before God. As the Committee of Kirealdy had put the 


lame queſtion to him before; Wherber or not he makes new Obedienc 
#0 be a part of the Condition of the Covenant of Grace requie'd of Sin- 


ners in order to Fuſtiſicationꝰ This is the Orthodox Doctrine for which 


they are cenſured, it they do not Preach ir, That New Obedience is no 


part of the Condition of Fuſtification. If Men may be juſtified with- 


out Obedience, then undoubtedly they may be ſaved without it roo, 


Aince whoever is ina State of Juſtification muſt beown'd to be in a ſtate 


of Salvation. © And what can be comriv'd more proper to flatter and 
Sooth Men in their Sins, and to encourage them with Hopes of Hap- 
pineſs, by meer Truſfing and Relying on Chriſt, while they ate utter 


Strangets to his Life and Spirit. ey W til 
It had been faid in the Caſe p. 18. (to make appear that the 


Presbyterians have been. from the firſt, the actual Schiſmaticks and the 


- Authors and Cauſers of the Schiſm) That notwithſtanding of all 
dete Changes that fas been in matter of Church Government, yet both 
_*the Miniſters and the People of the Reſpective parties, choſe gene- 
Tally to hald Communion with one another, till about the year 1666; 
hen the Presby terians, without any New occafion given, on a Sudden 
VProke off, and fer up themſel ves imo a ſeparated party ftom the Nati- 


onal Church. The Gentleman in the poſtſcript of his Letter p. 20. 


aus te this: Labemas gonfirentes res; what imaginable e | 
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Kom, i d obſerve your Friends ti e from this: 
of Tender, 17292 have been We careful to ſhun. every i ee 
bat might be co. e 7 Ban of . 925 Te. they judę d ix 
2 to avaid theſe things 10 utherity were 7 
e 1 1 Mlbeir a ee Ys what 705 bog ed St 
— relbyteriant looked clacy as t a inful; and 
"Found — by their Solemn ee obliged, pot only: not. 
- . own it, but to diſown it, and to oppoſe it, and their joyning wi 
. by the aboyenam hb 55 2 of them as 


e cclefiaſtical;; 2 
any 


bene 2 1 5 them. did it, where 
Fed d: 154 a Presbyterian ns ayn em 6. . 
- - Mot bat your ant will anſwer this .reaſoning, by your Self, 


„„ 
as you may very well do, and that Br ious - 
| eee Miniſters, N „ 8 tche/dn, Mr. Polglar, Mr. 
Cant and many oth N never ſeparated: from the Publick w vip, 
oY vorn ithllanding f the Re- eſta nt — Epiſcopacy, 2 
ſelyes obliged by the Covenant ſo to doʒ for no Oath. (. ſup Rk it 
Had been implied in it, as it was not) can make that vinlawful, .that 
1 is. ace aDuty, eb er, can Authority's requiring it as an Evĩ- 
dene of theit Nee k his Majeſties Government Exclefiaſtical, 
15 Lede Ke 5 it, if it be otherwaysa Duty; N 
= it — © Man to put away. his Wite, becauſe the 
Ning requires: a Man to 1 5 with his Wife, as 2 Teſtimony 
Ob his Acknowledgement- of, His Majeſties . ab/alure Aurbority; 
bor is ir dawtul-for Men of tender:Confcienca,., to ſhun every thing, 
- thatmight be gon ctucted, an owning of chat, which: they judge ſin- 
ful; vor did ever any Church in the World, judge Epi ſcopacy un- 
" lawful & ſtalul, far 6b ſwear againſt it as ſuch, except the Scots Pref- 
byterlaus; 3 ue e in England were fat from thinking, 
that they 1 be nn by the ſolemn League; not did the 
Miniftersin e ore the Aflembly 163 8. judge chat they had ax 
- Jurd it by the National Covenant; And it i is an unprefidented Prac- 
rice © for 3 OT: Amir alt to TIT the ou of 
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Au Oath, contrary to che meaning of the firſt Impoſers, god of alle 
"Subſcribers from that time downwards to the Aﬀetibly. As to the time N 
*of the actual ſeparation ofthe Presbyrerians, whether it was about 66, 
or as the Author dates it from 632, it is not material ; But ĩt is moſt e- 
videm, that the Presbyterians ate the Schiſmaticks and the Authors of 


ee, The Arpy uſedgby your Friends againſt a Toleration, "6 
fon, is, That it would oper 4 Door to 


£* — 


theſe of the Epiſcopal pet 
«all Vice and Immez ality, Ic. It was aK d in the Caſe, e. If this 
*abounds more in the united Provinces,” than in this Nation 2 And 
| = the Pre byterians Were afraid, lelt che genetal Toleration, granted 
y K. eker. mould open à Poor to'all Scandals, and Errours; and 
_ «deſtroy Church Diſcipline, how cache they ic empräce it? Their 
' js tender Conſciences made them got careful to hun that, that r 
be conſtructed an owning of that which they Judged ſinful; K. amor 
His abſolute Authority and diſpenſing Power ; ãs in the beginning of 
N. cb His Reign, they forbore to come to Church, left it mould be 
" für i owning of His GovernmenEcclefiaſtical ;They give tile 
King publick' Thanks for it, Without erer remonſtrating againſt the 
abſolute Power aſſumed, or the ſerting up the Popiſh Idolatry, a 
opening a Doot to all Etrour. If there were but five ot six Miniſters 
that returned'their hearty thanks to K. James far this ſurprising Fa- 
. your ( as the Remarket arms F. 22.) Yer they declare, they did it 
In the Name, and by the Order of the rell oftlielFBrerhren'C in which 
I hope, he will not tay, they lyed.”) For Anfwer to the firſt, your F 
Friend (t 28. 21, ) will have all the vicious People in this Nation 
to be upon the Epiſcopal Side, and that Impiety is no more ſuppreC- 
ed, tobe Hong tobe diſaffeted Party. And as to the fecond; That 
the»Prosbyterians found the Dy open'd i) "al! Errours and Tamorality 
and the Diſcipline of the Churth quite deftioyed ere that Toleratian 
" 20as granted. Sit, great Polftick of your” Party, is to insinuate 
to the World, that Orthodoxy and Piety, is wholly on your Side, & 
Errour, Impiety, Immorality and Prophapeneſs, altogether on the 
yy other Side. 5740 barely with there were leſs of theſe ſaſt on either 
7 ide. But in good carneft, Sir, wilt you ſay} Thar none of the no- 


torious Drunkards, Swearers, or Whoremongets, Ec. own themſelves 
. Presbyterians, and ſet up to be very — for it ? were not ſome = 
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f the leading Men, when Presby tery was laſt rampant; ſuch to 2 Pro- 
verbs and that without any Laſh of Church Diſcipline? And is the 


3 mattet much mended in this Age? Besides, your Remarkers rea- | 
 - ſoning may rather be an Argument for Toleration; for then you will 
i _have all thePious, Orthodox and Godly on your Side, and your Far- 


4 tie will not be fultof Hypocrites, as it is now, and all thę impious, 
Aud the profane will be onthe other SE And if you desire 4 "few 
|  - good, rather than many wicked to joyn With you, you will plead for 
3 a Tolerati on. The Remarker ſomew here complains, that they teach 
the Children to ſcoff the Presb .-; and call them by names, and he re- 
3 fol ves, it ſeems, to be even with them, by inventing new Nick-Hames 


- 


|. . -- .ought not to be ſpoken of amongſt Chriſtians, fat leſs turned imo 
Þ Nick-narnes, as the Remarker does p. 20. 21, Whether this is the 
Wo: Pulpit way of your Friends, 1 know not; but I am ſpre it is not 
' becoming.” But then, Sir, there is another Lift, of immoxal perſons, 
wg tho their Vices are not ſo odious before Men, yet they are 115 | 
de fight of GOD, and. there is many times Tels hope 6b their Re- 
pentance and Rove and if fewer of this ſort abound among you, 
Fou have reaſon to Bleſs God; if otherwiſe, Wow, bave no ground of 
boaſting, This is the Liſt reckoned up by S. Pau VI. Tin. 3. 1. Cc. 
Who tells us that in the lat Days, perillaus times Shall come, for Min 
all be:Lovers of their own Selues, Covetous, Proud, Boaſters,  Blaſ- 


17 


for the profane, haming them by the horrid Qaths they fWeat, whick 


 phemers, Di ſobedient to P arents, Unthankful, Unboly, without Nat 3 


ral effeflion, Truce-breakers, Falfeaccuſers, Incontinent, Fierce, De- 
Spiſers of thoſe that are Good, Trattours, Heady, High-minded, Lovers 
7 Pleaſures more than Lovers of. God, having. a form of Godlineſs 
Fut denying the Power thereof, from ſuch turn away. 
As for the Presbyterian Miniſters; that Preach'd at the peril of their 
Lives before 2 James his Toleration; theſe were not generaly the 
presby terian Miniſters who emhraced it, but they were of a certain 


company, whoſe principles and practices, the Remarker ſays P. 22. 
were hate ful to the presbyterians, and locked upon the presbyterian 
_ Miniſters ho accepted the Toleration, as Bettayers of their princi- 
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Clergy in Scotland than the Diſſenters in England, appears both from 
this, & rhe former part of the Caſe. That it makes ihem leſt capable 


of doing prejudice to the National Church there; that there are many 


parties of Diſſenters ts not true; For they canall aſſociate in that deſign, 


_ as well as the Presbyterians im Scotland and England and the Indepen- | 


— 


dants did all joyn in a Solemn League and Covenant, for the Church 
of England's overthrow in their former Aſſociatiou . 
Sir, your Brethren might have pleaded againf} a Toleration with- 


out lybelling the Parliament of England, as your Remarſter p. 31. And 
the Author of the E/ay upon Toleration b. 22. have  indifcreetly _ 


done; the laſt expreſly aſſerting that zhe Houſe of Commons in Englond 


were endeavouring to take away the Liberty the presbyterian Diſſent» 


ers had by Law. Both theſe Gentlemen ſay that the Church of Eng- 
land is /ufficiently ſecured by the Sacramental Teft, and the Houſe of 


Commons aim'd at nothing but to make that Teſt a Tufficient ſecurity, - 


reſerving to the Diſſenters and Rarifying the full and free Toleration 
they had by Law, and guarding only againſt the Diſſenters their rend- 
ting the Law ineffectual, by the Principle and Practice of Occaſional 
— Communion, and their undermining thereby the Church of England. 


Both Houſes agreed as to the neceſſity of making the Law of the 


Sacramental Teſt effectual, but differ'd as to the manner, and neither 
of them were for abridging the Liberty of the Toleration. What a wide 


Inference does your Remarker! make, that Men are tempted to think | 


© that the Factors for a Toleration in Scotland are in concert, if the 
have not a Jommi ſſi on, from thoſe that endeavour to abridge the Dif- 


ſenters Liberty in England, and joyntly deſign to ruin the Presbyteri- 
an Intereſt both there and here. Sir, it was never the way of be 
© Church of England to make ſuch concerts with thoſe of the Epiſcopal | 


perſwaſion in Scotland. The laft. have been now under fificen years, gp- 


preſſion without any endeayours uſed to procure them a legal Tolerarti- 


da But that the Diſſenters in England K the Presbyterians.in. Scotland 


may be in a Combination to undermine the Church of Eng/and ſeems 
far more ptobable, not only, fot that they did ſo once already under 


the Combination of a Solemn League and Covenant, which they judge 


io be ſtill binding upon them and their Poſterity ; but, for that alſo, 
for theſe ſeveral. years bygone ſuch meaſures hzye been carrying * a8 


have a vilthle tendency thereto. 


— 


| „ 
That there is more reaſon for granting a Toleration to the Epiſcepal © | 
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Yagknow Si, The Author of the Paper, called, 4; Letor ones 
Gentleman, Cc. Concludes his Letter, by ſtudy ing to give 2a frighss = 
ful Profpett; of what may be look d for, if once a Toleration be gran- 
ted, ro thoſe of the Epiſcopal Petſwaſion, as if nothing were to be 

- look'd tor chen, but Baniſhment, Priſons, Scaffolds and Axes. And 
in che Caſe, P. 9. it is ſaid, iſ what has been, may he. . then 
this Nation might tear, to have an Hietarchical Tyranny, again ſet 
over us, making the State to truekle uader it, and to be the Executi- 
Sets of its Orders; forcing all the People to wear ſolemn 
Leagues and Covenants, againſt their Conſcience, or elſe perſecuting 

+ them in their Perſons, godd Name, Eſtate, Liberty, and all thats 
dert to them; making the Scaffolds to reek with the Blood of the 


Mobility and Gentry, as they have done wig their Fathers and 
a 


nce forward to the 


„Grand fathets, ſhould they be allowed to advance | 
height of 49. but that better things ate now to be hop d for from 
them, Since the experience oſ the madneſs of former Times, may 
make us all more wiſe and ſober. The Remarker p. 28. will needs 
"touch this String again; and will have the Author of the Caſe, to haue 
written ſo many Fulſbadlt, that be d weary of ſearching tbem out, and 
ſo foully to have repreſented things, that be bas no extraordinary name 
of Ignominy, and an ordinary! one be will not give it. What was ſaid 
In ide Caſe, I have here repeated: And as to the Truth of ir, L would 
ask theſe Queſtions : Was it not an Hierarchical Tyranny, for. the 


horch Aﬀembly's; to requite all the Feople to ſwear the Natioog! 


"Covenant, and the ſolemm League, under che pain of Excommunica- | 
tion? Wete not the Miniſters who refug'd it, depriv'd. of their Offi- 
ces, defam' d in their good Name, as Malignants. and Enemies to the 


'. ® Cauſe of God? r Were not they who weie excommuricated, imme- 


diiateiy purſued for the Confiſcation-of their: Moveables, and the Mi- 

"Thifterof the Patiſh where they lived, ordered fo to do? and they be- 

e declared diſobedient to the Laws, were they not fore d to lee? 
-when the Nobility and Gentry; who took Arms for their King by His 


oo — 


Commiſsion, and to defend themſelves from this Tyranny and Op- 
©” orefion, were mide Priſoners of Wir, did not the General Aſſem- 
blies and Commiſsions, Petition the States to do juſhice upon then, 

and give them Thanks, when they had put them co Death? Was not 

cis-the Dialett of the Pulpit, that vile, perjur d, 3 
e ; e n Ataitour 


ſ 
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Traitour, James Grame? = 2 4 Commiſſion ordered to fie 
Ales in ConjinRion! with the State? Did nor the Church 
3 #©eagain}'the Orders of tue State and Prohibit the Miniſtets 
tocreadꝭ the Detiarations. of th State; but to-read theit Remonſtrancas 


pel che Nobility and Gentry wle had! been at the Engagement fot 
de Miogs teſcue, to humble themſelves for nt in Sack cloath before 


1 5 ol That Prelacy has had Thouſands of Fresbyterians Sacrificed' to 


in Scotland? Sir George Mikengie in his Vindication of rhe Go- 
vernment in Scotland during the Re gn of King Charter: the Il, has 92 


An ienuy confuted the malice of this Calumny, and made appear 

t no Man in Scotland under that Neign ever ſuffered for his Rett- 
Dion. Zut if any will pretend: that Regi 0b/iges bim to riſe in 

* Arms, io declare the Ring bar for f iulted bis Crown, that it is Lato · 

Jul te Kill him and all who ſerve-him, this principle" cannot juſtify 

their Crimec. And that the Prethyterian Minifters idemſelves, Zeal 


ouſly pteſt Sir obs Dalrymple, then Advocate, now Viſcounr of 


Start, to hang Mr. Renwick ( as was done 9 Pleld Preacher, for 
Field - preaching, whete ſome of his hearers were Arm'd; berauſe he 
was like to divide their” Church, after they got an Indulgence from 


*Exclaimed highly, for that many: of them, who then accepted an 
Indulgence from a King *profel fedly Popiſh; had rejefted* it; and 
'Preached againſt thoſe who accepted of one, when offered by a King 


of the Proreſtant profeſſion. And as to the Severity of one Deciſion, © 


why, ſays he p. 23, do they Reproach' the Sovernment for it, who 
do yet ſuſtain thoſe abominable ones that were executed, without the 
J eaſt ſhadow of Juſtice, againſt the Marqueſſes of Huntiy and Mont- 
*oſe, Preſident Spot ſ wood, Haudo, and Seyen Hundred Gentlemen 
more, who dled by theit Juſtice Court, when their Covenant over- 
ruled Law and Equity; and againſt Four Hundered and Fifty Gent- 
Jemen and Commons who died by the Juſtice Court of Argyle, be- 
eſide the many Thouſan as who died in the Civil War (of whick they 
mut be guilty who raiſed it, and who never yet made the leaf pro- 
-tFeſSion f Repentance-for it.) Nor did there Die, faith hep. 1). 


upon any publick accoum Twelve K all chat Reign of King Charles 
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and require che People not to Obey the State? Did they not com- 


them?! And is there any thing leſs true than what the Remurter ſays 0 


King James, againſt the accepting whereof; Rentvick and his Part x 
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or higher Crimes than the following of Montroſet Camp; for which 


Woteat E/214by. the ſame Faction, all without ſentenee of dhe leaſt 
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ier 
one diad farfany 


vd agaipſt as Hoody; and nub. 
principle it Raligtom unleſs it bafthgught w Religious psineiple to 
die fut actual Rebr ien.“ fn therſus he, p. 34.above;zedaobed 
theen gail ty: of publick Rebellion, -yer 209 died not by the Criminal 
Court and above a 150 of theſe might; have ſaved theit Lives, by 


” 


out cwoWotbenexecured in the Reigns of King Caries the H, and 
ibg:Zemes the: VII. So thoſe Accuſers ſhould remember that ir gw 


Fourſcote Women and Children were Drown'd, being all in one dax 
*thrown-over the Bridge at Linliibgem by the Cevenantets, and Six 


Sormality in Lew. And ſince your friends on all occaſions, do calum · 
niate thaſe of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion as being: tor the Deſporick - 
Power of Princes, give me leave to add this one paſſage more of the 
forc{aid Lind. p. 2 We muſt alſo be allowed, ſaith he, to admite 


wo thoſe who fo eminently comply*d;. with the diſpencing Fower, 


* 


, * 


7 | | 
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eie 
with reſpect to: King C 
impeniteat Confidence for them (as the Renar ker p. 86, peiſiſts in 


Lin taking an Indulgente: from the. F 
James upon that accouat, as the beſt of 


its, and who magnthed-King 
| Kings thateverReigned,ſhoyld | 
Ho ſnarle at us, who in a Parliament, (at which not one of them af. 
niſted) refuſed to take away the Penal Laws made againſt Papiſts, 
hill many; of us religned dur places willingly ( as. you. now. Sir 
Grorge M. did jn defenee of thoſe Lawõs. g Ron ehe ond 


As there are manꝝ ways whereby we may be partzkers of other 


Mens Sins; ſo if thoſe things are true. which are briefly hinted in the 
| 24 of the Behaviour-and-aQtions of the Scots Presbyterians 
anles the I. Lam ſare it is no ſmall degree of 


their name todo) to- waſſi their hands and ſay with Pilate, we are 


© 


oY 


o move them ſo tg do: 


innocent of the Blood of that Perſon. It would become them better 


never to omit it among the Cauſes of their Sulemn National Humi- 
Uations; and you will do both your ſelf and them a. Chriſtian offipe 


Ta 
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; Fre rm ogautya 
Beth Haie d Parliament. in England did: declare their reſolution 


t land to; and-ratifie 


e Act made for à Toletation to the Diffenters 


ttete, and none. more forward than the Biſpens. The Commiſſon of 
ide Genera Aſſembly in Scotland by a humble Repreſentatibn to Her 


Majeſtles 
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lead againk gyanting, apy 
iwaſan here; and 300 egg Igel in "the nate of ine Commiſſion © 
by! G Meldram Moderator. Far, it toes not an Enemy that Reproached: 
Sr 1 w,could have born it, hat it wis thous Man our Equal; ore? 
wide and our Acquairttente. We took fect Q unſel, and wou d un 
Er Company. is fomewhar firptiſing to ue Epi- 
N 160 I eople, ( and eben to the Moderate Presbyterians ) 
d ee their old, Fellow Lahouret, who went on ſweetly in the ſame | 
Vos wien then n ob Epiſcopal Government" of the Church, nor, +4 
. Uno hg Heel as int them, and give in ſo unkindly a Repreſenta · 4 
nion to the High Curt, of Parliament” Bur they ate defirous ol 
upon it as an effect of Force rather then Choice, and of the neceſlicy- | : 
of 1 going along with the'Splteen and Humour of a Party deing o Rae d 
ted, chan that Reaſon ot Coaſtience could ſuggeſt ſuch a Repreſenia - ; 


tion. 14% 4] a ene F ; ? . N 7) 
ended reaſons of the Repr. againſt a. Toleration go upon 
two, heads, One, of there being no jult gtqund todefire or grant itftle | 
Other, of the Conſequences of it. Far the firſt} you fay, the prople # 
baue no ſcruple in their Conſcience hint Communion'in worſhip drt 1 
the legally eftabliſhed Church, and did generally wait on the 'publizh © 4 
worſhip,, where then were not © reftrtined” by their males; 1} 
by the prattiſing of ſome perſonsr they" hive in ne places divided | 
of Lac. Sir, you, know there ate of © | the: Epilc 
perſwaſion as. thete is of the Presbyterian; ſome who ſcruple 
in their Conſcience againſt Communion” in worſhip with the Legally 
eſtabliſhed. Church, and that even ofthe Laity, & within the City of 
Edinbuigb as well as in other parts of the Kingdoms There are others 
of chem who. come to the publick worthip of the Presby terians not 
that they are. 1atisfied with it, but rather from thetr Circomſtances than 
their Choiſe... And your reaſoning is, a8 it they who had thruſt others 
from a plentiful ſabfiſtence, and ſet them in the Kitchin to feed: 
upon bread, and water, ſhould ſay, they bught not to have any 
more fay ont, becauſe they cake what is given them. Vod know hewin - 
the Welt of Scotland, elpetially. in the two laſt:years of K. Ch. bis 
Reign, except after the Change of the Miniftry;, the genezalitzof 
the people there, came to Church and waĩted on the public wo. Pe. 
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uired of them and it being their con ant 
To. pl raed bei ot 
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required of the Presb. "Miniſters, and it was their known 
that difference of opinion anent Ch. Gov. is 

you know wis - 
and Mr. Corber,"and - 
England: and yet both here and 
tion and accepted it when” "grant | 
perſwalion have far 
Grounds of ſcruple in C 
is made appear already. And if 
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is taken from the evil Cheb of 
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But you baz hs Rnomn principles and" proflices of the perry 7 44 

bo this Toierdtion is ſought ds ſuſfeiently demonſtrat ibis. $0, it ia _=_ 

not 4 Toleration to anothef party, tha would bring, ſuch taiſchiefs,”, | 

but of the Party for whom it is now ſought; and this is not {aid by A 11 

Mauntaineer, or an inveterate Enemy to them, but by Mr. Mz/drum, 1 

who was a Miniſter among them, and knows well their principles and 4 

ktices, and would not have given this to the ſupream Court of he 

Nation, if he could not make good the fame: * 

Pray, Sir; whar principles or practices did you obſerve ol them,” 
when you Was of their futnber, at de demonſirat this? Were they for 
riſing up in Arms againſt their Governours, or did did they ſtit up the 
People to it? Were they for encouraging of Rabbles and chetiſhing | 
and propagating difaffe&tion to the Civil Government ? were .they . 
again the curbing of vice and immorality'? What erroneous: 
Doctrines nid you hear them Freachꝭ did you obfetve them to encoutage 
Fupery m not to bear witneſs againſt it When the Nation, was under The”. 
cn apprehenſion of it? p78 ſpeak the trui freely &ſpare not. 

rhaps, when you ſay, that to grant « Toleration to that Pass 
2777 difturb"the peace off f the: Nation, di wy the mindiof her M4. 
Firs beft Sabjetts propag are and cheriſh iſeffettton to the Civil Go... 2 

. — eneresſe ler and Tana our m eaning is, Tie if; . vl 

this be gtanted, her 'Majeſties'beſt Sudjecds, the F Will { 

turn diſaffefted to her Governmenr;and crete Tumults, diſorders and 

Rabbles, rather than permit any Toleration to thoſe of the Epiſcopal. 46 

per waſion; and it can be hardly underſtood in any other ſenſe: oY _ 

thoſe of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion silk de the more engaged ro the 14 

Civil Government, and it was never heard" chat they required” any fa- * | 

vour received from their Princes, by "diſturbing their Government, or - 4 

- biſling them off the Stage. And her Majeſty and the Eſtates of Par- | 
liament muſt not do what isJuſt and equal, nor grant any Toleration 1 

to ſo conſiderable a body of the Nation, Jeſt it give offence to the "i 

Presbyterians, her Majeſties' beſt Subjects; and if when there is ſuch 2 = 

Noife for Liberty, thoſe ot the Epiſcopal perſwaſſon, as fuch, moſt. 

have none: this is à ſtate of things to which I have ho name. _ 

Sit, you conclude you,¶ humble Repreſentation wich a bold atteſſu- | "A 
tion Land Threatning of the —_— of Parliament, that in the pre- 
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mould be to.cfieb/iſh Iniquity.by. a 


wanzing to have born Wittneſs agal It, far leſs would: :yow 
_ thaok'd him for it. I wiſh, your-Bret 


ful guilt they bring upon ihemſelves, of all thoſe Sins and 


Terms both af Paſtotal and Lay Communien,:other! than Jeſus c 


has made them; by oppoſing moſt unrea ſonably a Toleration to thqſe 
who cannot accept o 


muaaſtties both in Church and State, inſisad ot following. choſe jun and 
ce qual meaſures, that might ha re ſeaved-to allay and remove them. 


b Errour or Pra 
*able — wb ch. themſelves. have. aſſented do. And we think this 


e Jorenatt a: Teleritie 
I of bis 33 Mercy — 
Percof,, and upan their Fumilic eee | 
ters thereof, and upan ! Gn, oY $4.4 
ins. and Ber niciout ERalls, b oth of Church and State, that 


e that way ( which you Fay wes 


# therekpon. That the granting —— a Tolemtion is an ae Ju 
i 


ce and: quitie, has been undenyablie made appear. King Fames: 
his Toleration ir ſeems was. no Iniquity, elſe you would not — 


ac. 


perniciou 
effects both in Church and State, which they have cauſed by the fard}- 


hren may lay to Heart the 


Schiſm they have made in this Church, by the unaccountable and Ty 


rannical power they bave uſurpt over thein Brethren; by raiſing and 


fomenting in the People of their Perſwaſion, a hatred and ayerfion to. 


all. thoſe. who differ from them, as Enemies to God; by making the 


Hefe Terms; and thereby heightnivgi the Ani- 


If the pteſent Frerb. Biſenters iam the Church of England be of; 


me fame it and Diſpoſition with ſome of \ the:\former; particu- 
latly Mx; Corbet, whoſe Piety and Maderation you eſterm, tam ſure: 
| they. will. think, there lies an obligation on 30 to plead for a Tolera- 


tion to tbe Ep iſco pal Perſwafion in Scotland, when once they: come to 


underſtand = Terms thof Laical and Clerical Communion; which 
I doubt much if Mr. Cerbet would have etbrac'd, it) in ordet to be 


a Pregbyterian Miniſter in$cor/and,he would have ſigned ihel-. Conſej. 
ion as theConteſsion of his Faith, or would have preſented mis Children 


to be Baptiſed into it as the Summary of the Chriſtian Fah. You 
in his account giuen ef the principles and profices ef the Noncv 
iſts: p;..7:. He ſays: We require Subſoription or Engagemem ax oo 


more than the Holy Bible; and if any ſwetve from the Truth in wick: 
Prathice, let them be tried and judged by that unalter- 


© — — 


| 

8 | Np 12-6 
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- Bibs, itewity of Life; and Holy Peace. ; Byb if the. faing for. = 
of a Ne of Faith, or Articles of Religion be inſiſted 

oon, we allow it às a Rule io Preachers, who may be puniſhable, if 4 
they Preach contrary Dodtrige, tho* they be not enforc d 10 ſubſcribe - 
to every Title,. And 5. 4, We ſtill acknowledgethe Lamfullveſb of a 
det fotmof Liturgy, for matter, agreeable, 10 Gods Word, and fuced - 
tothe Nature of the ſeveral. Ordinances, and to the neceisitie of the - 
Church, yet the Miniſter ſhauld not be confined to it, as not to make 
euſe of his own Gifts of Prayer and Exhortation. And p. 2. Chi- 
*tianity is moſt ſummatily comprehended in the Baptiſmal Covenant | 
of Grate, and'more.explicitely, yet briefly,in the Creed, Lords Praxen 
and Decalogue, and. at large and moſt perfectly in the Holy: Bible. 
Falth, Hope and Love is the Eſſence of our Religion, and with us N 
AUiffetences in things not eſſential do not make different Religions. | 
And p. 6. We neither doo not ever did, renounce the Epiſcopacy or 
Freſſdency, which was of an Antient Eccleſiaſlical Cuſtem, as in the 

Lime of Ig natiag, yea or of Cyprian. And p. 169, Of ibe conffderati· 
on of the Preſent State, 4 conformity in the Church of England: 
Tconſent, ſaith he, to 'Bi op Uſhers model of Cuvernment- by Bi- 
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mops and Aichbiſhops with their Presbyters.  ---/L am willing, faith. © 
he, to exerciſe the Miniſtery, under the preſent Ecclefiaſtick:Govern- \ 
went, and tg promiſe Obedience to the Ordinary; in 'things-Lawful i 
: | and Honeſt. ----The Antient; Conjunstion af Epilcopacy-with' Predby>  * 
: _ *rerſe is that which I with might be teſtored to the Church, And p.57. 
- Of the Miniſtei y, concerning Ruling Elders, he faith: The Query is, 
q *WhetherChrilt hath inſtituted in his Church, ſuch aSpiritualOtficer as 
7 mis Ruling Elder, who. is not Totally nor Fnally dedicated to 8 - * 
11 «cred Employment, büt Statedly left to ſecular-callings; and has no 
5 Office: power, no not in 4 primo, in the Church at Large, but on- | 
> Ay in his own Church, or in fuch an Affembly as that Church helps | 
= 20: 0888. op nor haSche the Power of the Keyes, of Binding and | 
"Wi ſing, of Remitzing.and R r | 
0 and Impoſitſon of Hands? I fay, Whether Chriſt hack inſtitut el 
wt fuch-an Officer ? And authoriz d-him in bis Name as his Stewart | 
r- | - *o admitt.into, or caſtqur. of his Family Church ? I find nothing in 
is: | Holy . to warrand his Divine Right; nor can I ſee in teaſon "1 
> | Chow one deſtitute of the above named Capacities, can put — | 
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_ *premacy in'all-Eccleſia 


in deed of Reformation. Accordingly, we acknowledge the Kings 


L reliſt any Magiſtrat or Office 


— 


Ahe opiy place that has 3 ſhew of mentioning the Ruling Elder 
ein the Church, that is not a Miniſter of rhe 59 is I. Tim. 55 . 
Otti - 


But this has nothing cogently to evince two different Kinds o 


ecets; but that of thoſe in the ſame, Office, ſome may be-employed 
mote eſpecially in one part of the work thereof, and othets in another 


part, and that the being more abundantly employed in the Word and 


ine has the Preeminence. And Learned. Menobferve that 743 


n maintenance, which is not uſed to be given to this kind of Officer; 
| _ *for-they are ſuch as have ſecular Imptoyment ro ave of ved 


And as to the Kings Supremacy,” and the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedi- 


% 


ene ſot Which your Brethren do o infult over the Epiſcopal Clergy, 
Mi. Corbet p. 8. of the Atcount of the-Principles and Practices He. 


ates have 4 Civil Su- 
ical matters, and a political Epi ſcopacy over 
©«the-Paſiors: of the Church in their Sacred | Adminiftrations, and may 
compel them to the Pertormance of their Duty; and puniſh them for 

the Negligence or Mal- adminiſtration; that they call Synads, and 
make Canons, and wartantably thus reform the Church, when it ſtands 


Saith: We — that Supream Magi 


Supremacy in all Caſes, and over all Perſons both Civil and Ecclefia- 
*ftical-in-theſe his Majeſties Realms and Dominions. Morebver 6 


" k - . SS. >». 4-* 4 2 7 : . We 
Fpbelieve chat the Higher Powers are got to be meer Execytioners of 


eine Judgements of Ecclefialticks,but that they may, and muſt, be Judges 


- -*heteof themſelves; in order to their own Execution. And p., 11. 


«WhentheHigherPowers command whatGod forbids, tho? we are bound 
not to perform it, yet we muſt he ſuhject and not reſiſt, but patient, 
Ay lubmit to Suffering. The Cauſe of Religion does nor warrant 
Subjects do take Arms againſt their Lawful Prince, for may they by 
<arm'd Violence, againſt Authority, attempt the Publick Reformation 
thereof. We hold, ſayes he, that it is onfawful by the Conſtitution 
©*of the Laws of the Kingdom, for any Subject to fake Arms againft 
*the King, his Office, Authority, or Perſon; or by Force of Arms to 

r-Legally commiſſionated or authoriz'd 
dy him yea ſubjects are bound not only to refift, but to afsift and 


defend their Soveraign with their Eſtates and Lives: and the Preach- 
ters of be Gofpel oußhu to-ecach the People Obedience and Lojalty, 
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And to xoot out all Pri neiples of editions, Rebellions and Disobedl- 


 *ence,; We believe that we ate under no Bond or Obligation of ad- 


Ing contrary to theſe our avowed Principles. And as td the mattet 


of Comprehenſion and Indulgence, he ſaygs. P. 3 1. 4A juſt Latitude 


*of Church ſtate. in the eſtabliſhed Orders fot the comprehending of 
all rhoſey whoſe more moderate Principles render them capable of be- 


ing conjoynd in one ſertled National Government, and for others 


*who by rea ſon of their narrower Principles, cannot enter in ſuch con- 
Junction, a ſufficient, yet duly: limited. Indulgence; are the things 
_ * which, we hutobly- propoſe and earneſtly deſire. | Sis, I know tile 
Name and Sentiments of Mr, Corber will not offend you; and by. theſi: 


you may judge, whether it was becoming to repreſent the principles 


of thoſe of rhe Epiſcopal perſwaſion in Scotland fo odioully; and to 
plead againſt the granting of any Legal Taleration to tem. 


Is it not ſad that Mens eyes are not opened to behold the miſerable 


and diſtrated Eſtate of this Church, and how they drive it on ro its 


ruine? We have loſt Chriftranity, and we ſtrive about forms of Church 


Govermnent. We have loſt the Sword, & we:contend:which of us has 
be beſt Sheath We have baniſh'd the Love af God and of one ano- 
ther; and we dote about queſtions and ſtrifes of words and opinions, & 


modes of Government, to no profit, but to our inſpeakable Hurt and 


Damnage. | Make the Tree Good, and . ſo will the Enit be ; but if the 
rec be Evil, tbe Fruit will be Evil aſſo, Salt is Good, hut if the Salt 


as loſt ite Savour, wherewith ſhall it be ſaited. Let the Miniſters of 


Religion be firſt Good Chriſtians, and then they will learn to be good 
Miniſters; then will chey teach the People truly what it is to be a 
Chriſtians and to do this in Plaineſs and Sincetity is a matter of no 


ſmall moment. The time is come hat Men cannot endure ſound Do- 


frine, for they are generally unwilling to part with their Luſts. 


Tho* they know ( faith an Excellent perſen) that without Holineſs 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord, yet they cannot endure that ſevere Doctrine, 


*which teaches that Holineſs is inconſiſtent with a free Indulgence to 


{our Luſts; They abuſe the Doctrine of the Impuration of Chriſts 


. Righteouſneſs and reject ſuch ſound Doktrine, as repreſents theiabſo-/ 


Jute neceſſity of denying our. Aalen anlrenonacitg our own wills Sc 
en pep = I ne Re 8 | 


de- 


* . 


. * - 
1 


—S 1 

. *Jeſires, and N al the Laws of Jeſus ;, as derogatory to his P 
|  FSefand[Compleat Righteouſneſs, and as Legal and not I agreeable 
Doo the Goſpel. Being Proud/arid Haughty, and having no ſmall con- 
*  fceir of theit on Knowledge, they diflike and diſtaſte every Doctrine 


r —— 


— - 


* 


|| *which agrees not with'thejy ſett of Thoughts and Opinions, and with | 
. | Ubeform:of Knowledge which they have imbibed; and Supercitiouſly 
AJTla.ejes it as Falſe ard Erroneous : Such Doctrines as repreſent” to us 


the ſeveral Offices of a Chriſtian Life ate deſpiſed, 855 conſidered by 
_ _ - *hem as fix only for Babes, not for ſuch advanced Chriftians as 'they 
Aake themſelves to be. They are too full of Malice, Wrath and In- 
|  dignationagaioſt thoſewho are not of their way : or who haveaata 
dime appear d againſt it, and ſo cannot be pleaſed with any thing 
1  %y;chem. Finally, they do but Supetſicially Read and Study the Ho- 
1 and do not penetrate into the true Senſe ind Meaning 


| but content themſelves with the ſound of ſome words, ſcatter- 
ec upand down, and petvert theſe to their gyn great hurt & damnage. 
I An a; word, no Doctrine pleaſes them but ſuch, as does one way or o- 
Ther ſerve them tor upholding a falſe conceit in their minds, of the ſafe- 
4 ol cher. State and. Condition, and for maintaining in themſelves the 
|; - CHopeofa Bleſſed Eternity, tho“ they walk aftet the Fleſh and fulfil 
nde Lulisthereof. Theſe are the words of the'Deceaſt-Mt: Laurence 
. -.._  Cherters, in the fourth» of his R the - 
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4, 
f 


— * — 
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leſs 


wo — — 
- - 


| | | 25 h | 8 
them together, or te matze them thin they are good Chriſtians, while 
oa ke eee? ?; 
to let them ſee: that the they had all Faith, and gave their Bodier ro 
Le burned fot Preabytery or Frelac, and have no Charity, it pros 


they are zealous 


W 


* 


them nothing; and that if they want he Froperties of Charity recoum- 


eld by S. Pa I. Cor. 13. they have not the efſence of it. If this were 
truely minded and laid to Heart, it would ftirr up People to mind the 
one thing necellary, make them oK into their own Heats and con- 


* 1 © Y bes, 
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">, 


and riot to blend or confound = 


fider if they are really Chriſtians themſelves ; it would ſweeten their 
temper. towards others, and make them bend their zeal againſt them- 


2 t 


hriſtians, while their Temper and 
Life is quite contrary to the Spixit, Life and Laws of Jeſus Chriſt; 


Appetites and Pallons puffs them up with a Vain and Proud con- 


and Forms. of their own” party, and vehemently  contend- for 


ing of the Truth; a willful miſteprgſentation of things and imperti- 


e molt dangerous deluſions, 


ſelves, their cortupt nature, their own Laſts and Paffions, and leave 
off judging and cenſuring of others, but Judge themſelves. . Whereas 
che comrary prattice leads Men 

makes them think they are good 


tat they are in à jultified State, while they fill ſeek to pleaſe theit 


ceit of themſetves and a comempt of others; makes them think theß 
have a great zeal for God; while they are Zealous for the opinions - 


' them, and makes then gake vp with a form of Godlineſe, denying the - 
_ - power thereof. 32 e . '*F 


Sir, Nothing is more difagreeable in writing, than a bold Outface: - 


vent Banter. I would not therefore have applied to conſider the Re · 


marti No, if this occaſion had not offered of addreſsing you about 
them, being hopeful that you will conſider things impartially without 
xeſpe to a Party, and ſo may come to ſee that ydur Brethren the E- 


piſcopal Clergy, have mett with unequal and unjuſt meaſures, and 
that your Presbyterian Brethren ought to habe given them <a more 


|, Kindly and Brotherly Treitment; which both the Laws of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, and the real interelis of the Church and Kingdom do require. 


Pardon the length of this Paper ( whichethe adducing the Teſtimonies. 


of ſo many worthy Perſons; has occaſioned ) and if there by any.thing 
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